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INTRODUCTION. 



Ar.tH6tmH the following Ghfdnicle bears 
tise iiame of the veneraWe FfAy Antonio 
'Ag^tpida, it is rather a supei'Mruciture rehired 
iipdn the fragments which remain of his 
^oik. ^It^may'be a^ked, Who is this sislme 
Agapida, Who is cited with such d^fereifce, 
yet whote name is nbt'to be found in any 
of the catalogues of Spanish authors ? The 
question is hard to answer: -he 'appears to 
have been one of the many inliefktigable 
authors of ^pain, who -baVe filled the libra- 
ries Of eouveiits and cathedrdls with their 
tomes, without ever dreaming of bringing 
their labors 'to the prMS. He evidently was 
deeply and accurtttely ittformed df the pav- 
ticulars of the wttrs between his -countrymen 
and the Moors— ^a tract Of history but too 
much overgrown with the weeds of Table. 
His glowing %eal, also, in the cause of the 
CathoUc faith, entitles him to be held up as 
a model of the good old orthodox chroni- 
clers, who recorded with such pious extilta* 
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tion the united triumphH of the cross and 
the Hword. It is deeply to be regretted, 
therefore, that his manuscripts, deposited in 
the libraries of various convents, have been 
dispersed during the late convulsions in 
Spain, so that nothing is now to be met 
of them but disjointed fragments. These, 
however, are too precious to be suffered 
to fall into oblivion, as they contain many 
curious facts, not to be found in any other 
historian. In the following work, therefore, 
the manuscript of the worthy Fray Antonio 
will be adopted, wherever it exists entire; 
but will be filled up, extended, illustrated, 
and corroborated, by citations from various 
authors, both Spanish and Arabian, who 
have treated of the subject. Those who 
may wish to know how far the work is in- 
debted to the chronicle of Fray Antonio 
Agapida, may readily satisfy their curiosity 
by referring to his manuscript fragments, 
which are carefully preserved in the library 
of the Escurial. 

Before entering upon the history, it may 
be as well to notice the opinions of certain 
of the most learned and devout historiogra- 
phers of former times, relative to this war. 
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Marinus Siculus, historian to Charles V., 
pronounces it a war to avenge the ancient 
injuries received by the Christians from the 
Moors, to recover the kingdom of Granada, 
and to extend the name and honor of the 
Christian reUgion.* -^ 

Estevan de Garibay, one of the most 
distinguished among the Spanish historians, 
regards the war as a special act of divine 
clemency towards the Moors; to the end 
that those barbarians and infidels, who had 
dragged out so many centuries under the 
diabolical oppression of the absurd sect of 
Mahomet, should at length be reduced to 
the Christian faith.t 

Padre Mariana, also, a venerable Jesuit, 
and the most renowned historian of Spain, 
considers the past domination of the Moors 
as a scourge inflicted on the Spanish na- 
tion, for its iniquities; but the triumphant 
war with Granada, as the reward of Heaven 
for its great act of propitiation in establish- 
ing the glorious tribunal of the Inquisition ! 



** Lucio Marino Siculo, Cosas Memorabiles de Espaiia, 
lib. 20. 

f Garibay, Compend. Hist. Espana, lib. 18. c. 22. 
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No Booner (says the worthy father) wu thifl 
holy office opened in Spam, than there in« 
atantly shone forth a resplendent light. Then 
it was, that, through divine favor, the nation 
increased in power, and became competent 
to overthrow and trample down the Moor« 
ish domination.^ 

Having thus cited high and venerable 
authority for considering this war in the 
light of one of those pious enterprises de- 
nominated crusades, we trust we have said 
enough to engage the Christian reader to 
follow us into the field, and to stand by us 
to the very issue of the encounter. 

* ICuitBA, Hift Eiptfia, Mb. tS. •• 1. 
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CHAPTER I 



Cy* the JElngdom of Granadoy cmd the trtbiOe which U 
paid to the CastUian crown. 

The history of those bloodj and disastrous wars, 
which have caused the downfall of mighty empires, 
(observes Fray Antonio Agapida,) has ever been con- 
sidered a study highly delectable, and full of pre- 
cious edification. What then must be the history of 
a pious crusade, waged by the most Catholic of sov- 
ereigns, to rescue from the power of the Infidels one 
of the most beautiful but benighted regions of the 
globe? Listen then, while, from the solitude of my 
cell, I relate the events of the conquest of Granada, 
where Christian knight and turbaned Infidel dis- 
puted, inch by inch, the fair land of Andalusia, until 
&e crescent, that symbol of heathenish abomination, 
was cast down, and the blessed cross, the tree of our 
redemption, erected in its stead. 

Nearly eight hundred years were past and gone, 
since the Arabian invaders had sealed the perdition 
of Spain, by the defeat of Don Roderick, the last 
of her Gothic kings. Since that disastrous event, 

Vol. I. B 
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kingdom after kingdom luid been gradually recovered 
by the CliriMtian princeii, until the lingle, but powe^ 
ful, territory of Granada alone remained under 
domination of the Moon. 

ThiH renowned kingdom wai lituated in the 
louthern part of Spain, bordering on the Mediter 
ranean vea, and defended on the land lide by lofty 
and rugged mountaini, locking up within their em- 
bracei, deep, rich, and verdant valleyi, where the 
iterility of the Hurrounding heighti wai repaid by 
prodigal fertility. The city of Qranada lay in the 
centre of the kingdom, iheltered ai it were in the 
lap of the Sierra Nevada, or chain of inowy moun- 
tainii. It covered two lofty hilU, and a deep valley 
which divides them, through which flowH the river 
Darro. Ouq of theiie hilU wai crowned by the 
royal palace and fortreii of the Alhambra, capable 
of containing forty thuuiiand nien within itii wuIIh 
and towem. There in a Mooriiih tradition, that ihti 
king who built tluH mighty pile, waH iikilled in Wu^ 
occult icienceM, and furuiiihed liimHcIf with i^old and 
iiilver for the purpone, by uwiim of alchemy.* ^'cr- 
taihly, never wan there an edifice accomplinhcd in a 
Muperiur Mtyle of barbaric magnillcence ; and th 
Mtranger who, even at the prenent day, wanderN 
among itn vilent and dcMcrted courtM and ruim^d 
halU, gtixea with atitoniHhment at itM gilded and frrt« 
ted domed and luxuhouM dccoratiouH, Htill n^taining 
their brilliancy and beauty in defiance of tlu* ravages 
of time. 

* ^urlt», lib. «U. 0. 4«. 
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Opposite to the hill on which stood the Alhara- 
bra, was its rival hill, on the summit of which was a 
spacious plain, covered with houses and crowded 
with inhabitants. It was commanded by a fortress 
called the Alcazaba. The declivities and skirts of 
these hills were covered with houses to the number 
of seventy thousand, separated by narrow streets 
and small squares, according to the custom of Moor- 
ish cities. The houses had interior courts and gar- 
dens, refreshed by fountains and running streams j and 
set out with oranges, citrons, and pom^anates, so 
that as the edifices of the city rose above each other 
on the sides of the hill, they presented a mingled 
appearance of city and grove, delightful to the eye. 
The whole was surrounded by high walls, three 
leagues in circuit, with twelve gates, and fortified 
by a thousand and thirty towers. The elevation of 
the city, and the neighborhood of the Sierra Nevada 
crowned with perpetual snows, tempered the fervid 
rays of summer; so that, while other cities were 
panting with the sultry and stifling heat of the dog- 
days, the most salubrious breezes played through the 
marble halls of Granada. 

The glory of the city, however, was its vega or 
plain, which spread out to a circumference of thirty- 
seven leagues, surrounded by lofty mountains. It 
was a vast garden of delight, refreshed by numerous 
fountains, and by the silver windings of the Xenil. 
The labor and ingenuity of the Moors had diverted 
the waters of this river into thousands of rills and 
streams, and diffused them over the whole surface 
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of (he pkin. Indeed, thoy Imd wrought up Huh 
happy region to a decree of wonderful prosperity, 
and took a prido in dtn^orating it, as if it had been a , 
favorite mistress. The hills were clothed with or- 
chards and vineyanls, the valleys embroidered with 
ganlens, and the wide plains covered with waving 
grain. Here were seen in profusion the onlngc^ thc^ 
citron, the lig, and pomegranate, with great planta- 
tions of mulberry trees, from which was produced 
the fuiest of silk. The vine clambered from tree to 
tree; the grapes hung in rich clusters about the 
pcasant^s cottage, and the groves were rejoiced by 
the peqietual song of the nightingale. In a word, 
so beautiful was the earth, so pure the air, and so 
serene Uie sky, of this delicious region, that the 
Moors imagined the paradise of their Prophet to bo 
situated in that part of the heaven which overhung 
the kingdom of Granada.* 

1'his rich and populous territory had been led in 
quiet possession of the Infidels, on condition of an 
annual tribute to the sovereign of Castile and Leon, 
of two thousand doblas or pistoles of gold, and six- 
teen hundred (.'hristian captives; or, in default of 
captives, an equal number of Moors to be surren- 
dered as slaves; all to be delivered in tlie city of 
Cordova.! 

At the era at which this chronicle commences, 
Ferdinand and Isabella, of glorious and happy memo- 
ry, reigned over the united kingdoms of (^astile, 

* JuMi Botnro nnnmi. Hvlnrionoii UnivonialoH dol Muiido. 
t Otrib«jf . ComiNmd. lib. 4. c. 25. 
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LeoD, and Arragon ; and Muley Aben Hassan sat on 
the throne of Granada. This Muley Aben Hassan 
had succeeded to his father Ismael in 1465, while 
Henry IV., brother and immediate predecessor of 
queen Isabella, was king of Castile and Leon. He 
was of the illustrious lineage of Mohammed Aben 
Alaman, the first Moorish king of Granada, and was 
the most potent of his line. He had in fact aug- 
mented in power, in consequence of the fall of other 
Moorish kingdoms, which had been conquered by 
the Christians. Many cities and strong places of 
those kingdoms, which lay contiguous to Granada, 
had refused to submit to Christian vassalage, and had 
sheltered themselves under the protection of Muley 
Aben Hassan. His territories had thus increased in 
wealth, extent, and population, beyond all former 
example, and contained fourteen cities and ninety- 
seven fortified towns, besides numerous unwalled 
towns and villages, defended by formidable castles. 
The spirit of Muley Aben Hassan swelled with his 
possessions. 

The tribute of money and captives had been 
regularly paid by his father Ismael; and Muley 
Aben Hassan had, on one occasion, attended per- 
sonally in Cordova, at the payment. He had wit- 
nessed the taunts and sneers of the haughty Cas- 
tilians ; and so indignant was the proud son of Afric 
at what he considered a degradation of his race, that 
his blood boiled whenever he recollected the humil- 
iating scene. 

B2 3 
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When he came to the throne, he ccnned all pay* 
tnent of the trihute; and ft wa« finflicicnt to put him 
in a transport of rage, only to mention it« **Hc 
was a fierce and warlike Infidel,*' Bays the Catholic 
Fray Antonio Agapida; ^^his hittemefm against the 
holy Christian faith had been signalized in battle, 
during the life-time of his father; and the same dia- 
bolical spirit of hostility was apparent in his ceasing 
to pay this most righteous tribute.*' 
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CHAPTER II. 

Hofw the Catholic Sovereigns sent to demand arrears of 
tribute cf the Moor, and how the Moor replied. 

In the year 1478, a Spanish courtier, of powerful 
frame aud haughty demeanor, arrived at the gates 
of Granada, as ambassador from the Catholic mon- 
archs, to demand the arrear of tribute. His name 
was Don Juan de Vera, a zealous and devout knight, 
full of ardor for the faith, and loyalty for the crown. 
He was gallantly mounted, armed at all points, and 
followed by a moderate but well-appointed retinue. 

The Moorish inhabitants looked jealously at this 
small but proud array of Spanish chivalry, as it 
paraded, with that stateliness possessed only by 
Spanish cavaliers, through the reopwned gate of 
Elvira. They were struck witii the stem and loily 
demeanor of Don Juan de Vera, and his sinewy 
frame, which showed him formed for hardy deeds 
of arms ; and they supposed he had come in search 
of distinction, by defying the Moorish knights in open 
tourney, 6r in the famous tilt wilii reeds, for which 
they were so renowned : for it was still the custom 
of the knights of either nation to mingle in these 
courteous and chivalrous contests, during the inter 
vals of war. When they learnt, however, that he 
was come to demand the tribute so abhorrent to the 
ears of the fiery monarch, they observed that it well 
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required a warrior of hifl apparent nerve, to execute 
such an embasHy. 

Muley Aben IlaRflan received the cavalier in Htate, 
seated on a magnificent divan, and fturrounded by 
the ofRcem of his court, in the hall of ambasoadors, 
one of the most sumptuous apartments of tiie Alham- 
bra. When De Vera had delivered his message, a 
haughty and bitter smile curled the lip of the fierce 
monarch. " Tell your sovereigns," said he, " that 
the kings of Granada, who used to pay tribute in 
money to the Castilian crown, are dead. Our mint 
at present coins nothing but blades of scimitars and 
heads of lances."^ 

The defiance couched in this proud reply, was 
heard with stem and lotly courtesy by Don Juan de 
Vera, for he was a bold soldier, and a devout hater 
of the Infidels; and he saw iron war in the words of 
the Moorish monarch. lie retired from the audience 
chamber with stately and ceremonious gravity, being 
master of all points of etiquette. As he passed through 
the Court of Lions, and paused to regard its cele- 
brated fountain, he fell into a discourse with the 
Moorish courtiers on certain mysteries of the Chris- 
tian faith. The arguments advanced by those Infidels 
(says Fray Antonio Agapida) awakened the pious 
indignation of this most Christian knight and discreet 
ambassador; but still he restrained himself within the; 
limits of lofty gravity, leaning on the pommel of his 

* Oaribay. Compfnd. lib. 40. c. 39 Conde. Hiat. de los 
Arabop, p. 4. c. tl4. 



THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA. 21 

sword, and looking down with inefiable scorn upon 
the weak casuists around him. The quick and subtle 
Arabian witlings redoubled their light attacks upon 
this stately Spaniard, and thought thej had com- 
pletely foiled him in the contest; but the stem Juan 
de Vera had an ailment in reserve, for which they 
were but little prepared ; for, on one of them, of the 
race of the Abencerrages, daring to question, with a 
ineer, the immaculate conception of the blessed 
virgin, the Catholic knight could no longer restrain 
his ire. Raising his voice of a sudden, he told the 
Infidel he lied; and, raising his arm at the same time, 
he smote him on the head with his sheathed sword. 

In an instant the Court of Lions glistened with the 
flash of arms, and its fountains would have been dyed 
with blood, had not Muley Aben Hassan overheard 
the tumult, and forbade all appeal to arms, pronounc- 
ing the person of the ambassador sacred while within 
his territories. The Abencerrage treasured up the 
remembrance of the insult until an hour of vengeance 
should arrive, and the ambassador prayed our blessed 
lady to grant him an opportunity of proving her im- 
maculate conception on the head of this turbaned 
Infidel.* 

Notwithstandii^ this occurrence, Don Juan de 
Vera was treated with great distinction by Muley 

* The Curate of Lob Palacios also records this anecdote, but 
mentioiiB it as happening on a subsequent occasion, when Don 
Juan de Vera was sent to negotiate for certain Christian captives. 
There appears every reason, however, to consider Fray Antonio 
Agapida most correct in the period to which he refers it. 
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Aben Haflnan ; but nothirl^ could make liim unbend 
from hifl Htem and ntately reftcrve. I$<'forc: \m dr.' 
pariure, a Mcirnitar wan Kent to him hy (lu: kiIl^; the 
blade of the finest Damancufi Hteel, the hilt of a^ate 
enriched with precion.s Htones, and the guard of gold. 
De Vera drew it, and Rmiled grimly aH he noticed 
tlje admirable temper of the blade. "His majesty 
has given me a trenchant weapon,*^ said he: " I trust 
a time will come when I may hIiow him that I know 
how to use his royal present." The reply was con- 
sidered as a compliment, of course; the bystanders 
little knew the bitter hostility that lay couched be- 
neath. 

Don Juan de Vera and his companions, during 
their brief sojourn at Granada, learned the force and 
situation of the Moor, with the eyes of practised war- 
riors. They saw that he was well prepared for hos- 
tilities. His walls and towers were of vast strength, 
in complete repair, and mounted with lombards and 
other heavy ordnance. His magazines were well 
stored with all the munitions of war : he had a miglity 
host of foot-soldierSf together with squadrons of cav- 
alry, ready to scour the country and carry on either 
defensive or predatory warfare. The Christian war- 
riors noted these things without dismay; their hearts 
rather glowed with emulation, at the thoughts of en- 
countering so worthy a foe. As they slowly pranced 
through the streets of Granada, on their departure, 
they looked round with eagerness on its stately 
palaces, and sumptuous mosques; on its alcayceria 
or bazar, crowded with silks and cloth of silver and 
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gold, with jewels and precious. stones, and other rich 
merchandise, the luxuries of every clime; and thej 
longed for the time when all this wealth should be 
the spoil of the soldiers of the faith, and when each 
tramp of their steeds might be fetlock deep in the 
blood and carnage of the Infidels. 

Don Juan de Vera and his little band pursued 
their way slowly through the country, to the Christian 
frontier. Every town was strongly fortified. The 
v^a was studded with towers of refuge for the 
peasantry: every pass of the mountain had its castle 
of defence, every lofty height its watch-tower. As 
the Christian cavaliers passed under the walls of 
the fortresses, lances and scimitars flashed from their 
battlements, and the turbaned sentinels seemed to 
dart from their dark eyes glances of hatred and de- 
fiance. It was evident that a war with this kingdom 
must be one of doughty peril and valiant enterprise ; 
a war of posts, where every step must be gained by 
toil and bloodshed, and maintained with the utmost 
difficulty. The warrior spirit of the cavaliers kindled 
at the thoughts, and they were impatient for hostili- 
ties ; " not," says Antonio Agapida, " from any thirst 
for rapine and revenge, but from that pure and holy 
indignation which every Spanish knight entertained 
at beholding this beautiful dominion of his ancestors 
defiled by the footsteps of Infidel usurpers. It was 
impossible,*' he adds, " to contemplate this delicious 
country, and not long to see it restored to the do 
minion of the true faith, and the sway of the Chris- 
tian monarchs." 
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When Don Juan de Vera retamed to the Castilian 
courtf and reported the particular! of his mitsion, 
and all that he had heard and leen in the Moorish 
territorietf he was highly honored and rewarded by 
king Ferdinand; and the zeal he had shown in vin- 
dication of the sinless conception of the blessed vir- 
gin, was not only applauded by that most Catholic 
of sovereigns, but gained him great favor and renown 
among all pious cavaliers and reverend prelates. 



Vj 
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CHAPTER ra. 

How the M(H>r determined to strike thejirgt Mow m the war. 

_ _ • 

The defiance thus hurled at the Castilian sove- 
reigns by the fiery Moorish king, would at once have 
been answered by the thunder of their artillery; but 
they were embroiled, at that time, in a war with 
Portugal, and in contests with their own factious 
nobles. The truce, therefore, which had existed for 
many years between the nations, was suffered to con- 
tinue; the wary Ferdinand reserving the refusal to 
pay tribute as a fair ground for war, whenever the 
favorable moment to wage it should arrive. 

In the course of three years, the war with Portugal 
was terminated, and the factions of the Spanish nobles 
were, for the most part, quelled. The Castilian sove- 
reigns now turned their thoughts to what, from the 
time of the union of their crowns, had been the great 
object of their ambition, — ^the conquest of Granada, 
and the complete extirpation of the Moslem power 
fix>m Spain. Ferdinand, whose pious zeal was quick- 
ened by motives of temporal policy, looked with a 
craving eye at the rich territory of the Moor, studded 
with innumerable towns and cities. He determined 
to carry on the war with cautious and persevering 
patience, taking town after town and fortress after 
fortress, and gradually plucking away all the supports, 
before he attempted the Moorish capital. ^^ I will 

Vol. I. C 4 



S6 A (.imoNtcT.r. or 

pick out the nvvAn, owv liy ono, of thin pomcgmnAtc,^' 
Hnid (ho wiiry KrnliimiuK^ 

Miiloy Ahrn lliiMmiti wiih uwiuv of the hoMilr iu- 
tonlionH of tlir ( 'atliolir iiionun*h, hut frit oontUlont 
in hirt itinini^ of rrixii^tin^ tlirin. 1 lo hud umiiMoil grmt 
wcnlth, duriuK ii tnin(|ui) rrign; hv. hud nlrengthcncd 
tho dofourri^ of hirt kiuKiUmt, und hud drnwii lurgo 
hodirn of uuxiliury tmopn (wm Uurhur}*, liiinidrw 
ttmkiiiK nrruni^iMttrntN witit tho AfricHU prinrcB to 
HMiM liiin with mipphoM, in ruHO of (Mnor^rncy. Hi* 
KuhjrrtM wvtv lioiro of npirit, utout of hrurt, niid 
vnUunt of huiul. InuiTd to the oxorriftri^ of wnr, they 
ronid ti^ht ^kiH\illy on fool, hut, uhove nil, were 
drxtrnuiM hoifioinon, whrtlirr hruvily urtnrd nnd 
fully uppointod, or lif^htly ntountod a la grnrta^ with 
punply lunrr und tur^'t. They weir putienl of 
fnti^ue, hunger, thin«t, nnd nukedneRR ; prompt for 
wnr, nt the timt nununonr* of their kin^, und tenueioui 
in defence of their townn und poRReRnionR. 

Thup uniply provided for wur, IMuley Ahen IIumhu 
determined to he lu^fon^hund with the politic Kenli- 
nund, und to he the tirnt to Mrike u hlow. hi the 
truce which existed hiiween tluMu, ther<^ wur u win- 
^^ulur cluuRe, pennittin^ either party to muke nuddett 
inrondn nnd unRuuiN upon town;^ nnd fortiVMei*, pM- 
vided they weiv dode furtively und hy fitrutngem, 
without dinpluy of hnnnorrt or Round of trumpet, or 
iT^ulur encumpment.und that tlH\v did not laM ahovn 
thnu^ davR.I ThiH ^^uve riwe ti» tnMjuent enttM'pripieH 

* (irnimiln '\n llio H|initinli trnii Cor /MMiir^rifMir/r. 
1 /urilH. Annlnw lio Arnintn, 1. ^). r. 4t. Mmiiiiin. Hint. «!« 
r.Hpnrin, I. ^fy. r. 1. 
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of a hardy and adventurous character, in which 
castles and strong holds were taken by surprise, and 
carried sword in hand. A long time had elapsed, 
however, without any outrage of the kind on the 
part of the Moors ; and the christian towns on the 
frontiers had all, in consequence, fallen into a state 
of the most negligent security. 

Muley Aben Hassan cast his eyes round to select 
his object of attack, when information was brought 
him that the fortress of Zahara was but feebly gar- 
risoned and scantily supplied, and that its alcayde 
was careless of his charge. This important post was 
on the frontier, between Ronda and Medina Sidonia, 
and was built on the crest of a rocky mountain, with 
a strong castle perched above it, upon a cliff, so high 
that it was said to be above the flight of birds or drift 
of clouds. The streets and many of the houses were 
mere excavations, wrought out of the living rock. 
The town had but one gate, opening to the west, 
and defended by towers and bulwarks. The only 
ascent to this cragged fortress was by roads cut in 
the rock, and so ru^ed as in many places to resemble 
broken stairs. Such was the situation of the moun- 
tain fortress of Zahara, which seemed to set all attack 
at defiance, insomuch that it had become so proverbial 
throughout Spain, that a woman of forbidding and 
inaccessible virtue was called a Zaharena. But the 
strongest fortress and sternest virtue have weak 
points, and require unremitting vigilance to guard 
them : let warrior and dame take warning from the 
fate of Zahara. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ExpedUion of Muley Ahen Haasan ogahMt the fortret 

of Zahara. 

It was in the year of our Lord one thousand four 
hundred and eighty-one, and but a night or two after 
the festival of the most blessed Nativity, that Muley 
Aben Hassan made his famous attack upon Zahara. 
The inhabitants of the place were sunk in profound 
sleep; the very sentinel had deserted his post, and 
sought shelter from a tempest which had raged for 
three niglits in succession; for it appeared but little 
probable that an enemy would be abroad during such 
an uproar of the elements. Hut evil spirits work 
best during a storm, (observes the worthy Antonio 
Agapida,) and Muley Aben tlassan found such a 
season most suitable for his diabolical purposes. In 
the midst of the night, an uproar arose within the 
walls of Zahara, more awful than the raging of the 
storm. A fearful alarm cry — " The Moor I tlie 
Moor I** resounded through the streets, mingled with 
the cluh of arms, the shriek of anguish, and the 
shout of victory. Muley Aben Hassan, at the head 
of a powerful force, had hurried from Granada, and 
passed unobserved through the mountains in the 
obscurity of the tempest. While the storm pelted 
the sentinel from his post, and howled round tower 
and battlement, the Moors had planted their scaling* 
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ladders, and mounted securely, into both town and 
castle. The garrison was unsuspicious of danger, 
until battle and massacre burst forth within its very 
walls. It seemed to the affrighted inhabitants, as if 
the fiends of the air had come upon the wings of the 
wind, and possessed themselves of tower and turret. 
The war-cry resounded on every side, shout answer- 
ing shout, above, below, on the battlements of the 
castle, in the streets of the town — the foe was in all 
parts, wrapped in obscurity, but acting in concert by 
the aid of preconcerted signals. Starting from sleep, 
the soldiers were intercepted and cut down as they 
rushed from their quarters ; or, if they escaped, they 
knew not where to assemble, or where to strike. 
Wherever lights appeared, the flashing scimitar was 
at its deadly work, and all who attempted resistance 
fell beneath its edge. 

In a little while, the stru^le was at an end. Those 
who were not slain took refuge in the secret places 
of their houses, or gave themselves up as captives. 
The clash of arms ceased; and the storm continued 
its howling, mingled with the occasional shout of the 
Moorish soldiery, roaming in search of plunder. 
While the inhabitants were trembling for their fate, 
a trumpet resounded through the streets, summoning 
them all to assemble, unarmed, in the public square. 
Here they were surrounded by soldiejgj^«w^d strictly 
guarded, until day-break. When the day dawned 
it was piteous to behold this once prosperous com 
munity, who had laid down to rest in peaceful se- 
curity, now crowded together without distinction of 

C2 



i 



30 A cnwosicu: ok 

a^c, or rank, or %i*x, and almost witiiout raiment, 
during the severity of a wintry storm. The fierce 
Muley Ahcn IlaMHan turned a deaf ear to all their 
prayers and remonstrances, and ordered them to he 
conducted captives to (iranada. Leaving a strong 
garrison in hotli town and castle, with orders to put 
them in a complete state; of defence, he returned, 
(lushed with victory, to his capital, entering it at the 
head of his troops, laden with spoil, and bearing in 
triumph the banners and pennons taken at Zahara. 

While preparations were making for jousts and 
other festivities, in honor of this victory over the 
christians, the captives of Zahara arrived — a wretch- 
ed train of men, women, and children, worn out with 
flttigue and haggard with despair, and driven like 
cattle into the city gates, liy a detachment of Moorish 
soldiery. 

Deep was the grief and indignation of the people 
of Cjlranada, at this cruel scene. Old men, who had 
experienced the calamities of warfare, anticipated 
coming troubles. Mothers clasped their infants to 
their breasts, as they beheld the hapless females of 
Zahara, with their cliildren expiring in their arms. 
On every side, the accents of pily for the suflerers 
were mingled with execrations of the l)arbarity of 
the king. The preparations for festivity were neg- 
lected ; and the viands, which were to have feasted 
the conquerors, were distributed among the captives 

The nobles and alfaquis, however, n^paired to the 
Alhambra, to congratulate the king; for, whatever 
storms may nige in tfie lower regions of society, 
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rarely do any clouds, but clouds of incense, rise to 
the awful eminence of the throne. In this instance, 
however, a voice rose from the midst of the obse- 
quious crowd, that burst like thunder upon the ears 
of Aben Hassan. " Wo ! wo ! wo ! to Granada !' 
exclaimed the voice; "its hour of desolation ap- 
proaches. The ruins of Zahara will fall upon our 
heads; my spirit tells me that the end of our empire 
is at hand !^^ All shrunk back aghast, and left the 
denouncer of wo standing alone in the centre of the 
hall. He was an ancient and hoary man, in the rude 
attire of a dervise. Age had withered his form 
without quenching the fire of his spirit, which glared 
in baleful lustre from his eyes. He was, (say the 
Arabian historians,) one of those holy men termed 
santons, who pass their lives in hermitages, in fasting, 
meditation, and prayer, until they attain to the purity 
of saints and the foresight of prophets. " He was," 
says the indignant Fray Antonio Agapida, " a son of 
Belial, one of those fanatic infidels possessed by the 
devil, who are sometimes permitted to predict the 
truth to their followers; but with the proviso, that 
their predictions shall be of no avail." 

The voice of the santon resounded through the 
lofty hall of the Alhambra, and struck silence and 
awe into the crowd of courtly sycophants. Muley 
Aben Hassan alone was unmoved ; he eyed the hoary 
anchorite with scorn as he stood dauntless before 
him, and treated his predictions as the ravings of a 
maniac. The santon rushed from the royal presence, 
and, descending into the city, hurried through its 
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nirertR niul nquiircH with frantic gcniiouliitions. IliiF 
voice \vn« lieani, in every purl, in nwful dcnuncifttion— 
•* The peace \n broken I the exierminatin^ war ii^ 
commenced. Wo ! wo I wo lo Granada I it« fall i» 
at hand I dci^olaiion fthall dwell in ilH palarcH ; its 
utrong men shall full beneath the Rword, its children 
and maidens shall be led into captivity. Zahara is 
but a type of (iranada I^' 

Terror seized upon the populace, for they con- 
sidered these ravings as the inspirations of prophecy. 
They hid themselves in their dwellings, as in a time 
of general mourning; or, if they went abroad, it was 
to gather together in knots in the streets and squares, 
to alarm each other with dismal forebodings, and to 
curse the rashness and cruelty of the fierce Aben 
Hassan. 

The Moorish monarch heeded not their murmurs. 
Knowing that his exploit must draw upon him tho 
vengeance of the christians, ho now threw ofi' all 
reserve, and made attempts to surprise ('astellan and 
Klvira, though without success. He sent alfaquis, 
also, to tho Barbary powers, informing them that tho 
sword was drawn, and inviting them to aid in main- 
taining tho kingdom of (aranada, and the religion of 
Mahomet, against the violence of \nd)eliever8. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Expedition of the Marques of Cadiz against Alhama. 

Great was the indignatioii of king Ferdinand, 
when he heard of the storming of Zahara — more 
especially as it had anticipated his intention of giv- 
ing the first blow in this eventful war. He valued 
himself upon his deep and prudent policy; and there 
is nothing which politic monarchs can less forgive, 
than thus being forestalled by an adversary. He 
immediately issued orders to all the adelantados and 
alcaydes of the frontiers, to maintain the utmost 
vigilance at their several posts, and to prepare to 
carry fire and sword into the territories of the 
Moors. 

Among the many valiant cavaliers who rallied 
round the throne of Ferdinand and Isabella, one of 
the most eminent in rank and renowned in arms was 
Don Roderigo Ponce de Leon, marques of Cadiz, 
As he was the distinguished champion of this holy 
war, and commanded in most of its enterprises and 
battles, it is meet that some particular account 
should be given of him. H^ was bom in 1443, of 
the valiant lineage of the Ponces, and from his ear- 
liest youth had rendered himself illustrious in the 
field. He was of the middle stature, with a muscu 
lar and powerful frame, capable of great exertion 
and fatigue. His hair and beard were red and curled, 
his countenance was open and magnanimous, of a 

5 
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ruddy coiiiplcxioii, ami Hli^hlly tiiaikrd with the 
f(mall-|H>x. He v/hh terii|>('rate, rhahle, valiant, vigi- 
lant ; a ju>*t and generoijH rna«^ter to hifi vaHHalH ; 
frank and notde in Ihh deportment towardit his 
e()ijalK ; loving and faithful to Iuh friendK; fierce and 
terrihle, yet rnagnanimouH, to Iuh enerniefi. He waH 
eoniidered the mirror of ehivalry of liiH timen, and 
compared t>y r:ontem|)orary liiHtorianH to the immor- 
tal Cid. 

'I'he manpieM of (>adiz had vaMt poHKeNHiotiH in the 
moHt fertile partit of Andaluhia, including many towns 
and caHtleH, and could lead fortli an army into the 
field from hiH own vasiialH and dependanhf. On re- 
ceiving the orderH of the king, he hurned to Hignal- 
i/e himHidf hy Home Hudden incurrtion into the king- 
dom of Oranacia, that hhould give a hrilliant com- 
mence.ment to the war, and should console the 
HovereigiiH for the iiiHult they had received in the 
capture of Zahara. Ah Iuh eHtaten lay near to the 
MoohhIi frontierfl, and were Hut)ject to Hudden in- 
roadn, he had alwayH in hin pay numheni of adalidcH, 
or HcoutH and guideH, many of them converted Moorn. 
Thene. he. nent out in all directioiiH, to watch the 
movementH of the enemy, and to procure all kindrt 
of information important to the necurity of the 
frontier. f)ne of thene Hpien came to him one day 
in liiM town of Marchena, and informed him that the 
Moorinh town of Alharna waH nlightly garrinoned and 
negligently guarded, and might he taken hy surprise. 
Thin waH a large, wealthy, and populous place, 
within a few leagues of Granada. It was situated 
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on a rocky height, nearly surrounded by a river, and 
defended by a fortress to which there was no access 
but by a steep and craved ascent. The strength of 
its situation, and its being embosomed in the centre 
of the kingdom, had produced the careless security 
which now invited attack. 

To ascertain fully the state of the fortress, the 
marques dispatched secretly a veteran soldier, who 
was highly in his confidence. His name was Ortega 
de Prado, a man of great activity, shrewdness, and 
valor, and captain of escaladors, or those employed 
to scale the walls of fortresses in time of attack. 
Ortega approached Alhama one moonless night, 
and paced along its walls with noiseless step, laying 
his ear occasionally to the ground or to the wall. 
Every time, he distinguished the measured tread of 
a sentinel, and now and then the challenge of the 
Di^t-watch going its rounds. Finding the town thus 
guarded, he clambered to the castle : — there all was 
silent. As he ranged its lofty battlements, between 
him and the sky he saw no sentinel on duty. He 
noticed certain places where the wall might be as- 
cended by scaiing-ladders ; and, having marked the 
hour of relieving guard, and made all necessary 
observations, he retired without being discovered. 

Ortega returned to Marchena, and assured the 
marques of Cadiz of the practicability of scaling the 
castle of Alhama, and taking it by surprise. The 
marques had a secret conference with Don Pedro 
Henriquez Adelantado, of Andalusia; Don Diego de 
Merlo, commander of Seville ; and Sancho de Avila, 
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alraydft of f *arnioria, who all a^rired to aid him witli 
lh«?ir forri'M. (hi an a|ipoirjtf?(l day, tin; ««;v<rral com- 
maiid«:ni aMfrrnhlfd at Man:h«?tja with th«:ir tniopi 
and rf:tftinf:ni. Sou*' hut th«: li:ad«;ni kn«;w the ohject 
or df^htination of thi: **Mif.r\fr'w. ; hut i( wai i;nou({h 
to roijii^ thi: Andajtiiiian M[>iri(, to know that a (oruy 
wan intended into thr; country of their old enemiei, 
th#: Moon. Htjrtcy and celerity were neceuary 
for uurreuu, Thuy m-t out [irom|itly, with three ttiou- 
feand ^eneteii, or li^ht <:avulry, and four thouiand in- 
fantry. 'I'liey chtAt'. a mute hut little travelled, hy 
the way of Antiqiiera, |iaft>lin^ with f^reat lahor 
th^ou^h ruf^ed and nolitary defdeii of the Sierra or 
thain of mountaina of Al/erifa, and left all their 
haf^a^e on the hanki of the river Yei^iiaa, to lie 
hrou^ht lifter them. Their nianJi waa |irincipAlly in 
the ni^ht; all day they remained quiet; no noise 
waa nude red in their <:»ni|i, and no (irea were made, 
lent the ainoke nhould hetray them. On the third day 
they reaumed their march aa the evening darkened, 
and forcing themaelvea forward at aa quick a pare ai 
tlie ruf^ed and dan^e^ollft mountain roada would per- 
mit, they deai:ended towurda midnif^it into a amall 
deep valley, oidy half a lea^ue from Alhama. Here 
they made a halt, fatigued hy Ihia forced march, during 
a lon^ dark evenin^^ towarda the end of Fehruary. 

'J'he marquea of (.'adi/ now ekplained to the 

troopi, the ohject of the expedition, lie told them 

t waa for the ^lory of the nioat holy faitli,-and to 

avenge the wron^a of their countrymen of Kftliara; 

and that the rich town of Alhama, full of wealthy 
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spoil, was the place to be attacked. The troopi 
were roused to new ardor hy these words, and do- 
tired to be led forthwitli to the assault. They ar^ 
rived close to Albania about two liours before day- 
break. Here tlie army remained in ambush, while 
three hundred men were dispatched to scale Uio 
\iills and got possession of tlie castle. They wore 
picked men, many of them alcadcnt and oOicers, men 
who preferred death to dishonor. This gallant band 
was guided by the escalador Ortega de Prado, at the 
head of thirty men with scaling-ladders. Tliey clam- 
bered the ascent to tlie castle in silence, and arrived 
under the dark shadow of its towers without l)eing 
discovered. Not a light was to be seen, not a sound 
to^bc heard; the whole place was wrapped in pro- 
found repose. 

Fixing their ladders, tliey ascended cautiously and 
with noiseless steps. Ortega was the Arst that 
mounted upon tlie battlements, followed by one 
Martin Galindo, a youthful esquire, full of spirit and 
eager for distinction. Moving stealthily along tlie 
parapet to the portal of the citadel, they came upon 
the sentinel by surprise. Ortega nized him by tlie 
throaty brandished a dagger l>efore his eyes, and o^ 
dcred him to point the way to the guard-i*oom. The 
infidel obeyed, and was instantly dispatched, to pre- 
vent his giving an alarm. The guanl-rt>om was a 
scene rather of massacre than combat. Some of the 
soldiery wei-c killed while sleeping, others were cut 
down almost without resistance, bewildered by so 
unexpected an assault: all were dispatched, for tlie 
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scaling party was too Hinall to make prisoncre or to 
gparc. The alarm spnmd (hroughout the ca«tte, but 
by this time the three hiindrcHl picked men had 
mounted the battiementH. The garrinon, startled 
from sleep, found the enemy alnmdy masters of th 
towers. Some of the Moors ^^e^c cut down at once 
others fought desperately from room to room, and 
the whole castle resounded with the clash of arms, 
the cries of the combatants, and the groans of the 
wounded. The anny in ambusli, finding by the up- 
roar that the castle was surprised, now rushed from 
their concealment, and approached the walls with 
loud shouts, and sound of kettle-drums and trumpets, 
to increase the confusion and dismay of the garrison. 
A violent conflict took place in the court of the 
castle, where several of the scaling party sought to 
throw open the gates to admit their countrymen. 
Here fell two valiant alcaydes, Nicholas do Uoja 
and Sancho de Avila ; but they fell honorably, upon 
a heap of slain. At length Ortega de Prado suc- 
ceeded in throwing open a postern, through which 
the manpies of ('adi/, the adelantado of Andalusia, 
and Don Diego do Merlo, entered with a host of fol- 
lowers, and the citadel nmiained in full posscHsion o 
the christians. 

As the Spanish cavaliers were ninging from 1*00111 
to room, the marques of C'adi/, entering an apart- 
ment of superior richness to the rest, beheld, by i\\t. 
ight of a silver lamp, a beautiful Moorish female 
the wife ()f the alcayde of the castle, whost^ husband 
wai absent, attending a wedding-feast at Velex Mai- 
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aga. She would have fled at the sight of a Christian 
warrior in her apartment, but, entangled in the cover- 
ing of the bed, she fell at the feet of the marques, 
imploring mercy. The christian cavalier, who had 
a soul full of honor and courtesy towards the sex, 
raised her from the floor, and endeavored to allay 
her fears ; but they were increased at the sight of 
her female attendants pursued into the room by the 
Spanish soldiery. The marques reproached his sol- 
diers with their unmanly conduct, and reminded 
them that they made war upon men, not on defence- 
less women. Having soothed the terrors of the 
females by the promise of honorable protection, he 
appointed a trusty guard to watch over the security 
of their apartment. 

The castle was now taken ; but the towti below 
it was in arms. It was broad day, and the people, 
recovered from their panic, were enabled to see and 
estimate the force of the enemy. The inhabitants 
were chiefly merchants and trades-people ; but the 
Moors all possessed a knowledge of the use of wea- 
pons, and were of brave and warlike spirit They 
confided in the strength of their walls, and the cer- 
tainty of speedy relief from Granada, which was 
but about eight leagues distant Manning the battle- 
ments and towers, they discharged showers of stones 
aod arrows, whenever the part of the christian army, 
wi&out the walls, attempted to approach. They 
Wrricadoed the entrances of their streets, also, which 
dpened towards the castle ; stationing men expert at 
fte cross-bow and arquebuse. These kept up a con- 
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Btaiii (iru upon thr ^tiic of the cu^llc, so thai no one 
could sally fortli without being instantly shot down. 
Two valiant cavaliers, who atlrmptod to load forth a 
party in defiance of (his fatal (empcst, were who 
dead at the very portal. 

The christians now found themselves in a situa 
tion of great peril. Reinforcements must soon arrive 
to the enemy from Granada; unless, therefore, they 
gained possession of the town in the course of the 
day, they were likely to be surrounded and bclcagur- 
ed, without provisions, in the castle. Some observed 
that, even if they took the town, they should not be 
able to maintain possession of it. They proposed, 
therefore, to make booty of every thing valuable, to 
sack the castle, set it on fire, and make good their 
retreat to Seville. 

The marques of Cadiz was of difTercnt counsel. 
"God has given the cftadel into christian hands,^* 
said he; "he will no doubt strengthen them to main- 
tain it. We have gained the place with difficulty 
and bloodshed ; it would be a stain upon our honor 
to abandon it through fear of imaginary dangen*. 
The adelantado and Don Diego de Merlo joined in 
his opinion; but without their earnest and united 
remonstrances, the place would have been abaiulon- 
ed ; so exhausted were the troops by forccul marclu*n 
and hard fighting, and so appn^hensive of the ap- 
proach of the Moors of Granada. 

The strength and spirits of the party within the 
castle, were in some degree restoriMi by the provi- 

ns which they found. The Christian army be- 
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Death the town, being also refreshed by a moming^s 
repast, advanced vigorously to the attack of tiie 
walls. They planted their scaling-ladders, and, 
swarming up, sword in hand, fought fiercely with the 
Moorish soldiery upon the ramparts. 

In the mean time, the marques of Cadiz, seeing 
that the gate of the castle, which opened toward the 
city, was completely commanded by the artillery of 
the enemy, ordered a lai^ breach to be made in the 
wall, through which he might lead his troops to the 
attack ,- animating them, in this perilous moment, by 
assuring them that the place should be given up to 
plunder, and its inhabitants made captives. 

The breach being nnade, the marques put himself 
at the head of his troops, and entered sword in 
hand. A simultaneous attack was made by the chris- 
tians in every part — ^by the ramparts, by the gate, by 
the roofs and walls which connected the castle with 
the town. The Moors fought valiantly in their 
streets, from their windows, and from the tops of 
flieir houses. They were not equal to the christians 
ia bodily strength, for they were for the most part 
peaceful men, of industrious callings, and enervated 
bjr the frequent use of the warm bath; but they 
were superior in number, and unconquerable in 
tfisit ; old and young, strong and weak, fought with 
fte same desperation. The Moors fought for prop- 
erty, for liberty, for life. They fought at their thres- 
holds and their hearths, with the shrieks of their 
wives and children ringing in their ears, and they 
fao^t in the hope that each moment would bring 

D2 6 
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Hid i'rnmdrnumh, 'V\uy if^»nK:fl iintlirr thrir own 
WfMiiidH nor the dralli't of (heir f-on)|miiioii«4: liiit 
rontiniird fif<lilinK until liny frll, tind sffm<!(l ma if, 
when ihv.y ronld no lon;;«*r ronlt-nd, tlu-y *»voiil(l 
l»Im:k iij» llii^ thn-HlioM^ of tJwir bflnvfd liorn(!«t with 
(heir rniin^lfd IxhIIch. 'Chf <liri«fianH foii^lit for 
j;lory, for rrvi-nj;*', for Ihr liol^r fnilli, ;ind for llii: 
H|ioil of tlifH« wi'jillh) infidfh. Sue rcns would \Ai\rr. 
u rirli lowii iil tin ir uwrry; fniliin' would deliver 
tiM'in into llir. ImiitU of iUr, tynint of (iranndn. 

TIk! ronh'Mf ni^f'd from morning until tii^li(, wlicti 
tiKr MoorH )»cg»n to yield. Hrtrcntin^ to a hir^i? 
nios(|iic near the walls, ilioy kept up flo ^allin^; a fi *e 
from it with lanren, rroHH-hows, and nnitndMmeH, 
that for Kome time the rhriHtiauH dared not approach. 
< 'overin(^ themHelven, at length, with hiirklem and 
niaiiteleJH* to protect them from the dfradly Hliower, 
they made their way to the mompie, and net fire to 
the doorH. When the nmoke and flameH rolled hi 
upon them, the MoorH ^ave all up aH loM. Many 
ruHh(!d forth desperatejy upon the enemy, hut were 
immediately Hlain ; the n;Ht Hurrenderc;d themflelvr«i 
raptivefi. 

The struggle waft now at an en<I ; the town re- 
mained at the mercy of the ehriHtians ; and the in- 
hahitantff, hoth male and female, heeame the (davc9 
of thone who made them prinonerH. Some few ch- 
eaped hy a mine or Huliterranean way, whirh led to 
the river, and ronrealed themHelveH, their wiven and 

♦ Mantolnt — a fnovahlo parapnt, inailn of tlii<:k plAiiku, to pro- 
♦nct troopff, whori ailvaticirif; to nap or amiaiilt a wallod place. 






rhildrrn, in ruvtvn and dini^^t plntrK; Init in \\uw or 
(tMir <Ihvi«, woi^ ( (unprllrd (n Kunt^ndc^r (lirninrlvri 
thruu){h Itungt'r. 

TIh^ town \VM«* Kivrn u|» to plnnilrr, und tlir hotit v 
WM inunrnM\ TUt^iv wt^ir found piHidiitiouN i|nuu 
titit^it of ^tdd und nilvt^iN and jowoU, und rirh Hilk;*, 
uml tMtntly HtutU t>t' all knulti; to^^rtlnn* with lioi>ni 
mi \\w\%vii^ and ahumlanro of ^niin and oil, and 
Ihmt^y, and till otiior pi'tHinrtionit ol* tliiM tVuitlul kln^v 
<lm«j tor in Allmnm wort^ rolltH'trd tho rtivwl i^nln 
m\ WxUwXvn of tho iturmundin^ ctuuitrv ; it wa;* tho 
lichM town in tlu^ Mooriitti ti^rritttry, andt iVtnn \U 
Kit^Ml (itrt^n^th nnd itn poruliar nituation, wan valUnl 
timkry to Umnada. 

Oivai Nva«tt> and dova»Ution wt^rt) oomndtttHi liv 
tik) S|mnUh mdtlit'rv ; fori thinking it would lu^ iuh 
puMild^ tu ktH)|i poiiMt^iiiiitui of (hti plarts tlu\v bt^^an 
tu dtMitrtk)' whutevt!»r tlit^)' could luU takt) away, in^ 
\mMv jaw of oil woiv krokt^n, contly furniturt^ nlmt- 
lt'it>d to (liocoit, and nm^llfint^ll of \ntM\\ Imikon ttpon, 
tuul tht^ir eontontu woatttutMl to tho windu. Many 
chmtiau CMptivcH, who liad bot^n takon at /ahani, 
Wf rt» found buried in a Moorinh duuKt'on, and wort^ 
tiiuni|dmutly it^iitort^d U\ li^ht tind liberty ; and a 
rviut^do Spaniar<i, wh<» had ofton nt^rvod an ^uidt^ to 
(ho Moor« in thrir iniHtmionfi into tho vhriMtian tt^i"- 
ritorifitt wan imnitod tut tho hi^hoHt part of tho bat< 
Winont«, lor tho oditieution of tho anuy. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

How the people qf Granada luere effected^ on hearing ^ 
the capture (f Alhama ; and how the Moorish Kin 
eatUed forth to regain it. 

A Moorish horsemAn had spurred across the vega, 
tior reined his panting steed until he alighted at the 
gate of the Alhambra. He brought tidings to Muley 
Aben Hassan, of the attack upon Alhama. ** The 
christians,^^ said he, ** are in the land. They came 
upon us, we know not whence or how, and scaled 
the walls of the castle in the night. There has been 
dreadful fighting and carnage in its towers and courts; 
and when I spurred my steed from the gate of Alhama, 
the castle was in possession of the unbelievers.'' 

Muley Aben Hassan felt for a momant as if swifl 
retribution had come upon him for the woes he had 
inflicted upon Zahara. Still he flattered himself that 
this had only been some transient inroad of a party 
of marauders, intent upon plunder; and that a little 
succor, thrown into the town, would be suflicient to 
expel them from the castle, and drive them from tlin 
land. He ordered out, therefore, a thousand of \m 
chosen cavalry, and sent them in all speed to the 
assistance of Alhama. They arrived before its walls, 
the morning after its capture: the christian standanis 
floated upon its towers, and a body of cavalry poured 
forth from its gates and came wheeling down into 
^^e plain to receive them. 
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The Moorish horsemen turned the reins of their 
steeds, and galloped hack for Granada. They en- 
tered its gates in tumultuous confusion, spreading 
terror and lamentation hy their tidings. " Alhama 
is fallen! Alliama is fallen!" exclaimed they; "the 
christians garrison its walls ; the key of Granada is 
in the hands of the enemy !" 

When the people heard these words, they remem- 
bered the denunciation of the santon. His predic- 
tion seemed still to resound in every ear, and its ful- 
filment to be at hand. Nothing was heard through- 
out the city, but sighs and wailings. " Wo is me, 
Alhama !" was in every mouth ; and this ejaculation 
of deep sorrow and doleful foreboding, came to be 
the burthen of a plaintive baHad, which remains until 
the present day.* 

Many aged men, who had taken refuge in Granada 
from other Moorish dominions which had fallen into 
the power of the Christians, now groaned in despair 
at the thoughts that war was to follow them into this 
last retreat, to lay waste this pleasant land, and to 
bring trouble and sorrow upon their declining years. 
The women were more loud and vehement in their 
grief; for they beheld the evils impending over their 
children, and what can restrain the agony of a 
mother^s heart? Many of them made their way 
through the halls of the Alhambra into the presence 
of the king, weeping, and wailing, and tearing their 

* The mournful little Spanish romance of Ay de mi, Alhama. 
i% supposed to be of Moorish origin, and to embody the grief of 
the people of Granada on this occasion. 
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Iwir. " ArrufMrd ht; thi: day/* rritrii Uiiry, ^' Umt tliou 
himt III llifr fl.iriti^ of war in our land ! May (hi: holy 
rniphtrt lirar witni'tib hi'lorc Allah, (tiat wt*. aiiii our 
<:hil<ir«rii anr iiiriort^nt of Ihin art! l]|ioti thy hfrad, 
and ii|ion Ihcr Inradk oflhy pondTity, until (h(? #rnd of 
th(r world, rirtit tin: nin of the d'-nolation ofZahara!"* 

Mulcy Abf'ii lla««an n:niain<;d unrnovi'd, ainidkt all 
thik fetorni; hin h<'art wan hardimitd (ohM:rvi;tt Fray 
Antonio Af^pida) hkf that of I'haraoh, to thi: fud 
that, through hi« blind violffnn: and raf^i*, he mi{(lit 
product thtf: d(divitran<:it of th<? land from itk heathen 
bondage. In fact. In: wan a bold and fearleM war- 
rior, and trijbted koon to make tbik blow reroil upon 
the head of the enemy, lie had anr.erlained that the 
(:a|i(oni of Albania were but a handful: ttK:y were 
in the rentre of bin donuniont, within a nhort dinlance 
of bin rapilal. 'i'liey were delif:ient in munilion» of 
war, and |irovihion» for bu»tainin|^ a kie^^e, Ijy a 
rapid movement, he mi^bl Hurround them with a 
powerful army, cut oH' all aid from their country men, 
and entrap them in the lortretM they had taken. 

'I'o think wa« to ai.i, with Muley Aben Ilankan; 
but he wa« prone to a<:l with too mu<:h pre<:ipilalioii. 
He immediately tie,t lorth in perkoii, with three thou- 
Hand hoi'fee and lifty tbounand foot, and in hik ea((er- 
neM to arrive at the kcene of action, would not wait 
Ut provide ailillery and the various eii^ineb required 
in a feie^e. *^'l'he multitude of my lorcen,^* «aid he, 
ronbdently, ** will be huHicieiit to overwhelm the 

enemy." 

^ ■ ■ ■ -^^»-^.»— ^» 

+ iittnUuy, 111;, 40. '-.. '2U, 
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The marques of Cadiz, who thus held possession 
of Alhama, had a chosen friend and faithful com- 
panion in arms, among the most distinguished of the 
christian chivalry. This was Don Alonzo de Cor- 
dova, senior and lord of the house of Aguilar, and 
brother of Gonsalvo of Cordova, afterwards renowned 
as grand captain of Spain. As yet, Alonzo de Aguilar 
was the glory of his name and race — for his bl-other 
was but young in arms. He was one of the most 
hardy, Valiant, and enterprising of the Spanish knights, 
and foremost in all service of a perilous and adven- 
turous nature. He had not been at hand, to accom- 
pany his friend Ponce de Leon, marques of Cadiz, in 
bis inroad into the Moorish territory; but he hastily 
assembled a number of retainers, horse and foot, and 
pressed forward to join the enterprise. Arriving at 
the river Yeguas, he found the ba^age of the army 
still upon its banks, and took chaise of it to carry it 
to Alhama. The marques of Cadiz heard of the ap- 
proach of his friend, whose march was slow in con- 
sequence of being encumbered by the baggage. He 
was within but a few leagues of Alhama, when scouts 
came hurrying into the place, with intelligence that 
the Moorish king was at hand with a powerful army. 
The marques of Cadiz was filled with alarm lest De 
Aguilar should fall into the hands of the enemy. 
Forgetting his own danger, and thinking only of that 
of his friend, he dispatched a well-mounted messenger, 
to ride full speed, and warn him not to approach. 

The first determination of Alonzo de Aguilar, when 
he heard that the Moorish king was at hand, was to 
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(Mke a Btron^ ponition in Uh; moiintaiiifi, and await 
liJH i'om'm^. 'I'lie mtaUwHH of an attempt wiili hii 
handful of men to oppone an inimcnie amij, was 
epn!i4enti:d to him with fi«jf:h forre an to induce him 
o abandon the idea; he then thought of throwing 
irnself into Alhama, Ut sliare the fortunes of bis 
friend : hut it wa» now too late. 'I'he Moor would 
infullihly intercept him, and he nhonld onljr give the 
manpieH the additional distresfi of ticliolding him cap- 
tured beneath hiii walln. It was eren ui^^ed upon 
htrn that he had no time for delay, if he would con- 
flult \m own Hafety, which could only he insured by 
an immediate retnmt into the C/'hristian territory. 
I'hif* lafit opinion wan ronfirmed by the return of 
•icoulfi, who brought information that Mulcy A ben 
llaHKan had received notice of hifi movements, and 
wafl rapidly advancing in fpiest of htm. It was with 
infinite reluctance that I)on Alon/o de Agu i la r yielded 
to these united and powerful reasons. Proudly and 
sulb:rdy he: drew ofrhis forces, laden with tlie baggage 
of tJH! army, and uuuUi an unwilling retreat towards 
Anti(|uera. MiiK-y Aben Hassan pursued him for 
sonif: flistfince through the mountains, but soon gave 
up the chase and turned with bin forces upon Alhama. 
As the army approached the town, they beheld the 
fields strewn with the dead bodies of their country- 
men, who had fallen in defence of the place, and had 
been cast QtriU and left iinburied by the christians. 
There they lay, mangled, and vx\umu[ to every in- 
dignity; while droves of half-r;iniished dogs were 
preying upon them, and lighting and howling, over 
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tfieir hideous repast* Furious at the sight, the 
Moors, in the first transports of their rage, attacked 
those ravenous animals: their next measure was to 
vent their fury upon the christians. They rushed 
like madmen to the walls, applied scaling-ladders in 
an parts, without waiting for the necessary mantelets 
and other protections, — thinking, hy attacking sud- 
denly and at various points, to distract the enemy, 
and overcome them hy the force of numbers. 

The marques of Cadiz, with his confederate com- 
manders, distributed themselves along the walls, to 
direct and animate their men in the defence. The 
Moors, in their blind fury, often assailed the most 
difficult and dangerous places. Darts, stones, and 
all kinds of missiles, were hurled down upon their 
defenceless heads. As fast as they mounted, they 
were cut down, or dashed from the battlements, their 
ladders overturned, and all who were on them pre- 
cipitated headlong below. . 

Muley A ben Hassan stormed with passion, at the 
sight ; he sent detachment after detachment to scale 
the walls — but in vain; they wei'e like waves rushing 
upon a rock, only to dash themselves to pieces. The 
Moors lay in heaps beneath the wall, and among 
them many of the bravest cavaliers of Granada. The 
christians, also, sallied frequently from the gates, and 
made great havoc in the irr^ular multitude of as- 
sailants. 

On one of these occasions, the party was com- 



* Pulgar. CronicaB. 
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part of th<; water. The rhrintianN IiacI to ntni^le 
severely, to nupply theimielrefi from the feeble rill 
which remained. They iiallied to the river by a 
itibterraneoiiii pamage; but the Moorinh cronn-bovi*- 
men fitationed thcmiielvei on the opposite bank 
keeping up a heavy fire upon the christians, when 
ever they attempted to fill their vessels from the 
scanty and turbid stream. One party of the chris- 
tians had, therefore, to fight, while another drew 
water. At all hours of the day and night, this deadly 
strife was maintained, until it seemed as if every drop 
of water were purchased with a drop of blood. 

In the mean time, the suiTerings in the town be- 
came intense. None but the soldiery and their horses 
were allowed the precious beverage so dearly earned, 
and even that in quantities that only tantalized their 
wants. The wounded, who could not sully to pro- 
cure it, were almost destitute; while the unhappy 
prisoners, shut up in the mosques, were reduced to 
frightful extremities. Many perished raving mad, 
fancying themselves swimming in boimdless seas, yet 
unable to assuage their thirst. Many of the soldiers 
lay parched and panting along the battlements, no 
longer able to draw a bowstring or hurl a stone; 
while above five thousand Moore, stationed upon a 
rocky height which overlooked part of the town, 
kept up a galling fire into it with slings and cross- 
bows; so that the marques of Cadi/ was obliged to 
heighten the battlements, by using the doore from the 
private dwellings. 
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it Incensed at being thus foiled, Muley Aben Hassan 
gave orders to undermine the walls. The Moors 
advanced with shouts to the attempt They were 
received with a deadly fire from the ramparts, which 
drove them from their works. Repeatedly were 
they repulsed, and repeatedly did they return to the 
charge. The christians not merely galled them from 
the battlements, but issued forth and cut them down 
in the excavations they were attempting to form. 
The contest lasted throughout a whole day, and by 
evening two thousand Moors were either killed or 
wounded. 

Muley Aben Hassan now abandoned all hope of 
carrying the place by assault, and attempted to dis- 
tress it into terms by turning the channel of the river 
which runs by its walls. On this stream the inhab- 
itants depended for their supply of water; the place 
being destitute of fountains and cisterns, from which 
circumstance it is called Alhama la seca^ or ^^ the dry.^^ 

A desperate conflict ensued on the banks of the 
river, the Moors endeavoring to plant palisades in 
its bed to divert the stream, and the christians striv- 
ing to prevent them. The Spanish commanders 
exposed themselves to the utmost danger to animate 
their men, who were repeatedly driven back into 
the town. The marques of Cadiz was often up to 
his knees in the stream, fighting hand to hand with 
the Moors. The water ran red with blood, and was 
encumbered with dead bodies. At length, the over- 
whelming numbers of the Moors gave them the ad' 
vantage, and they succeeded in diverting the greater 
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part of the ivater. The chriMtianH Imd to Htruggle 
Bcvcrely, to Hupply thcmHolves from the feeble rill 
which remained. They Haliied to the river by a 
BubterraneouH panHage; but the MooriHh croM-bo^ 
men Htationed themHclves on the opposite bank 
keeping up a heavy fire upon the chrifltians, when 
ever they attempted to fill their vesseltt from the 
Hcanty and turbid Hti*eam. One party of the chria- 
tianii had, therefore, to fight, while another drew 
water. At all hourH of the day and night, thin deadly 
Htrifc was maintained, until it seemed an if every drop 
of water were purchaHed with a drop of blood. 

In the mean time, the dutrerings in the town be- 
came intenne. None but the Holdiery and their honcH 
were allowed the precious bevenige so dearly earned, 
and even that in quantities that only tantalized their 
wants. The wounded, who could not sally to pro- 
cure it, wtM'e almost destitute; while the unhappy 
prisoners, shut up in the mos<|ues, wert^ reduced to 
frightful extremities. IVtany perished niving mad, 
fancying themselves swimming in boundU^ss seas, yet 
unable to assuage their thirst. Many of the soldiers 
lay parched and panting along the Imttlements, no 
longer able to draw a bowstring or hurl a stone; 
while above live thousand Moors, stationed upon a 
rocky height which overlooked part of the town, 
kept up a galling fire into it with slings and cn>Ms- 
bows; so that the marques of (^adi/ was obliged to 
heighten the battlements, by using the doors from tlie 
private dwellingi. 
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he christian cavaliers, exposed to this extremo 
U and in imminent danger of falling into the hands 
le enemy, dispatched fleet messengers to Seville 
Cordova, entreating the chivalry of Andalusia to 
en to their aid. They sent likewise, imploring 
itance from the king and queen, who at that time 
1 their court in Medina del Campo. In the 
$t of their distress, a tank, or cistern, of water, 
fortunately discovered in the city, which gave 
porary relief to their sufferings. 
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CJIAFTKII VII. 

How Ihr Dukr of Mrdinn fiidimia^ awl fhe cMralry of 
Andaluiiiiit hatilrnrd to the rrlirf of Alhuma, 

'l*HK prrilofm ffitimttori of flu; rliri^iinit r^nvnlirni, 
pi'tit up niirl \uAv\\^Mi*TVi\ within thf* waIU of Alhnmn, 
Rpn'Hrl trrror anions tlirir frifrifU, »ii(l nnxtrt^ thrnii^h- 
iMit all Aiirhilimifi. Notlitii^, howi'vrr, coiiM (!qijfll tlif. 
Hii^iiiHli of tlif! marrliioni'^H orC'adi/, thf! wife* ofthf! 
^tilhiiil ModiTi^o lN»rir(! (If* li«*oii. In lM*r clef;|> din- 
trr*MH, ]ihr, lookrd round for mmw. powerful nobli!, 
wlio had tho rnrann of rou<tiiiK {\w. rountry lo Ihc 
a<«(<iHtanr.i* of hfT huftharifL No oik* apprnrrrl more 
comprtrnt for Ihi: purpoAf; fhan l)r»n Juan (If? f«ux- 
man, the dukr. of MfTdina Sidonta. lie Was one of 
thr rnrmt. wealthy and pui^iant ^nindee<i of Spain; 
)ii«i \H}J^J^VM\tiUn extended r»v#'r f»oine of the mo<it fer- 
tile partd of AndaluHia, endirarin^ town!«, and fif;a- 
pr»rt«i, and nurnerouf^ villager. Here lie reigned in 
feudal Mate, like a petty sovereign, and eould at any 
time, tiring into the held an irmneriiie force of vaMah 
and retainers*. 

The duke of Medina Sidonia, and the marrpicd of 
(/'adi/, liowever, werr at tlii« time deadly foen. An 
hereditary feud existed lietween them, which had 
of(en arisen to |>loo(hlied and open war; for an yet 
thr* tierce contests lietween the proud and puingant 
Spanish nobles had not been completely <pielicd by 
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the power of the crown, and in this respect they 
exerted a right of sovereignty, in leading their vassals 
against each other in open fifBld. 

The duke of Medina Sidonia would have appeared, 
to many, the very last person to whom to apply for 
aid of the marques of Cadiz ; but the marchioness 
judged of him by the standard of her own high and 
generous mind. She knew him to be a gallant and 
courteous knight, and had already experienced the 
magnanimity of his spirit, having been relieved by 
him when besieged by the Moors in her husband ^s 
fortress of Arcos. To the duke, therefore, she ap- 
plied in this moment of sudden calamity, imploring 
him to furnish succor to her husband. The event 
showed how well noble spirits understand each other. 
No sooner did the duke receive this appeal from the 
wife of his enemy, than he generously foi^ot all feeling 
of animosity, and determined to go in person to his 
succor. He immediately dispatched a courteous 
letter to the marchioness, assuring her that in con- 
sideration of the request of so honorable and estimable 
a lady, and to rescue from peril so valiant a cavalier 
as her husband, whose loss would be great, not only 
to Spain, but to all Christendom, he would forego the 
recollection of all past grievances, and hasten to his 
relief with all the forces he could raise. 

The duke wrote at the same time to the alcaydes 
of his towns and fortresses, ordering them to join him 
forthwith at Seville, with all the forces they could 
spare from their garrisons. He called on all the 
chivalry of Andalusia to make a common cause in 



fllf! ifBi tif of fliOM; r.liiltliftli t ttVulK-le, Mli'l llf oHfrtA 

lfii|{tr puy lo ull volijiitcf re who wouM iirkorl !/> him 
with hor«4-fe, btmoi, mikI |irovieMiiife. 'I'hiu mII who 
<:oij|(l htf: ihtiifii Uy honor, M-h^ioti, |>utriolikrii| oi 
thiut ori/Hiii, wtrrc' iinliif cl ti# hiiel'-ii to hi« felftti<htr<l 
Mild h< took ttif lifld wjlh siii Mirny ol iivf- Ihoufeiiiid 
hoiBfr aii<l hliy Ihoueund lool." Many riivahM** hi 
fhftiiii^iiifeh<ril iiHiiK' HI I oiii|iHiiN'<l him in lhi« f^*;n^,ro<nl 
MiN'ilii'ief. Amoii{< Ihtet- wma Ih^ KrflouMuhltf', Alon/o 
iltf* A^^iiilur, lh«' ( hofei'ii hi< n<l ot lh<: mttr(|ii«tk ol'Cuiti/, 
Mild wilh him hia yotin^ir hiolhi:!', ^joimttlvo tW- 
iiMnd«-/ fh ^.'oidovtt, uiil<:iWMiil& it'iioWM'^d mm Ui«i 
^iMiid < M|/lMini lion iiod<rii};^o fjiron, uleo, Mfuli;r of 
lli4t Older ol ^^mImUuvm, lo{{<'th<'i' wilh MiUiin AloiiKii 
dc MontMnayor, hnd iht: inMMiiicif liti Vilhrim, tM- 
\t*i'M\t't\ \\if. hir«l )mIi«:i; in hjittin. l\ WMii a l^lljilll 
Mild fe|drndid Mimy, < oin|iiiein(^ \\\f. /loWf;r u(H\iHMiAt 
4.hivMh-y,Mnd |ioiiH'd loilti in hrilliMiiL mrny from Ihn 
g^li'e of iSi'Vilh', hf'Mi'in^ Ihr (£i-«rMl «lMiiditi-d of lljMf. 
Miiricnl Mild I'fiiowni'd « ily. 

Kcri'dinttiid Mild UMhi-IlM wtriYf Ml Mfrdinu d<rM>Mm|io, 
whi'ii hdiii(4& f-Mni«i ol' th<-. < a|ihiie ol AIIimiiim. 'l'h«; 
kill}/ WMb mL niMM whi'fi he n-'cived the iictw*, and 
ordered tt ittum u» \h'. t hauled lor tliii: fei^^nal tnuiiiph 
ol Hiti holy lailJi, When Ihe liibl liueh ol t|-iniii|ih 
liiid feiih&id<;d, and ihe kin|4 leMint llie imminent |ic:nl 
ol Hie valoi'oni; J'ome de Keon and Iiim i oiii|MnionBt 
uni\ (he (/leiil daii({<rr 1Iim( thi« i;0'onf/ hold mi^ht ajjaiii 
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be wrested froni their grasp, he resolved to hurry in 
person to the scene of action. So pressing appeared 
to him the emergency, that he barely gave himself 
time to take a hasty repast while horses were pro- 
viding, and then departed at furious speed for Anda 
lusia, leavii^ a request for the queen to follow him.* 
He was attended by Don Beltram de la Cueva, duke 
of Albuquerque, Don Inigo Lopez de Mendoza, 
count of Tendilla, and Don Pedro Mauriques, count 
of Trevifio, with a few more cavaliers of prowess 
and distinction. He travelled by forced journeys, 
frequently changing his jaded horses, being eager to 
arrive in time to take command of the Andalusian 
chivalry. When he arrived within five leagues of 
Cordova, the duke of Albuquerque remonstrated with 
him upon entering, with such incautious haste, into 
the enemies' country. He represented to him that 
there were troops enough assembled to succor Al- 
hama, and that it was not for him to venture his royal 
person in doing what could be done by his subjects; 
especially as he had such valiant and experienced 
captains to act for him. " Besides, sire," added the 
duke, '^your majesty should bethink you that the 
troops about to take the field are mere men of An- 
dalusia, whereas your illustrious predecessors never 
made an inroad into the territory of the Moors, with- 
out being accompanied by a powerful force of the 
staunch and iron warriors of old Castile." 
"Duke," replied the king, "your counsel might 



* niescas. Hist. Pontifical. 
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have been good, had I not departed from Medina 
with the avowed determination of succoring these 
cavaliers in person. I am now near the and of my 
journey, and it would be beneath my dignity to 
change my intention, before even I had met with an 
impediment I shall take the troops of this country 
who are assembled, without waiting for those of 
Castile, and, with the aid of God, shall prosecute 
my journey/'* 

As king Ferdinand approached Cordova, the prin- 
cipal inhabitants came forth to receive him. Learn- 
ing, however, that the duke of Medina Sidonia was 
already on the march, and pressing forward into the 
territory of the Moors, the king was all on fire to 
overtake him, and to lead in person the succor to 
Alhama. Without entering Cordova, therefore, he 
exchanged his weary horses for those of the inhab- 
itants who had come ftrth to meet him, and pressed 
forward for the army. He dispatched fleet couriers 
in advance, requesting the duke of Medina Sidonia 
to await his coming, that he might take command of 
the forces. 

Neither the duke nor his companions in arms, 
however, felt inclined to pause in their generoos ex- 
pedition, and gratify the inclination of the king. They 
sent back missives, representing that they were far 
within the enemies' frontier, and it was dangerous 
either to pause or turn back. They had likewise 
received pressing entreaties from the besieged to 



* ?n\gi,r, Cronica, p. 3. c. 3. 
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hasten their speed, setting forth their great sufferings, 
and their hourly peril of heing overwhelmed by the 
enemy. 

The king was at Ponton del Maestre, when he re- 
ceived these missives. So inflamed was he with zeal 
for the success of this enterprise, that he would have 
penetrated into the kingdom of Granada with the 
handful of cavaliers who accompanied him, but they 
represented the rashness of such a journey, through 
the mountainous defiles of a hostile country, thickly 
beset with towns and castles. With some difficulty, 
therefore, he was dissuaded from his inclination, and 
prevailed upon to await tidings from the army, in 
the frontier city of Antiquera. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Sequel of the events at Alkatna. 

While all Andalusia was thus in arms, and pou^ 
ing its chivalry through the mountain passes of the 
Moorish frontier, the garrison of Alhama was re- 
duced to great extremity, and in danger of sinking 
under its suflferings before the promised succor 
could arrive. The intolerable thirst that prevailed 
in consequence of the scarcity of water, the inces- 
sant watch that had to be maintained over the vast 
force of enemies without, and the great number of 
prisoners within, and the wounds which almost every 
soldier had received in the incessant skinnishes and 
assaults, had worn grievouHly both flesh and spiriL 
The noble Ponce de Leon, manpics of Cadiz, still 
animated the soldiery, however, by word and ex- 
ample, sharing every hardship and being foremost In 
every danger ; exemplifying that a good commander 
is the vital spirit of an army. 

When Muley Aben Hassan heard of the vast force 
that was approaching under the command of the 
duke of Medina Sidonia, and that Ferdinand was 
coming in person with additional troops, he perceiv- 
ed that no time was to be lost ; Alhama must be car- 
ried by one powinful attack, or abandoned entirely 
to the christianH. 

A number of Moorish cavaliers, w>me of the 
bravest youth of Granada, knowing the wishes of 
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the king, proposed to undertake a desperate enter- 
prise, which, if successful, must put Alhama in his 
power. Eariy one morning, when it was scarcely 
the gray of the dawn, ahout the time of changing the 
watch, these cavahers approached the town, at a 
place considered inaccessible, from the steepness of 
&e rocks on which the wall Was founded ; which, it 
was supposed, elevated the battlements beyond the 
reach of the longest scaling-ladder. The Moorish 
knights, aided by a number of the strongest and most 
active escaladors, mounted these rocks, and applied 
the ladders, without being discovered ; for, to divert 
attention from them, Muley Aben Hassan made a 
false attack upon the town in another quarter. 

The scaling party mounted with difficulty, and in 
small numbers ; the sentinel was killed at his post, 
and seventy of the Moors made their way into the 
sti-eets before an alarm was given. The guards 
rushed to the walls, to stop the hostile throng that 
was still pouring in. A sharp conflict, hand to hand 
and man to man, took place on the battiements, and 
many on both sides fell. The Moors, whether 
wounded or slain, were thrown headlong without 
the walls ; the scaling-ladders were overturned, and 
those who were mounting were dashed upon the 
rocks, and from thence tumbled upon the plain. 
Thus, in a little while, the ramparts were cleared 
by christian prowess, led on by that valiant knight 
Don Alonzo Ponce, the uncle, and that brave esquire 
Pedro Pineda, nephew of the marques of Cadiz. 

The walls being cleared, these two kindred cava- 

VoL. I. F 
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itftm now haiitoncil with thnir forci** in puriuii of the 
M!Vnnty Moom who hftd ((ninrd an Antrtncis into 
the town. The main party of thi! ^a^riflon h^inf^ en« 
gagitd at a (iiiitanri<, n!fiiiitinf( the r(r!if(n(ui attack of the 
Moorifih king, thin (icrcn hand of infifh!)!! had rangrd 
thi! ntrcscta almcMit without oppoiiition« and were 
making their waj to the gaten to throw them open 
to the army.* They wi*r« choaen men from among 
the Moorifth forcf*N, nv.vvrn\ of thc!m gallant knighti 
of tho proiident familif!H of Ciranada. Their foot- 
»ti!pfi through till! city went in a manner printed 
in blf>od, and (hey were tracked by the bodiea of 
thoM: they had killed and wounded. They had 
attaineil the gate; moMt of the guard had fallen be- 
neath their ncimitani ; a moment more, and Alhama 
would have been thrown o|>en to the enemy. 

.luNt at thin juncture, Don Alonxo fonce and Pe- 
dro de Pineda reached the Npot with their forecfi. 
The MiHjrn had the enemy in front and rear; they 
placed tlieniMilveii back to back, with their banner 
in the centre. In thin way they fought with denpe- 
rate and deadly determination, making a rampart 
ariund them with tlie filain. More christian tniopa 
arrived, and hemmed them in ; but Nlill they fought 
without atiking .for quarter. An their numlMTra de^ 
creniied, they nerried their circle utill closer, defending 
their banner from aNNault; and the laiit Moor died at 
bin |)otit, graN|>iiig the utandard of the JVophet. 'Hiia 
»tandard wan dinplayed from the walln, and the tur- 

* /urilA, hb. 30. <:. 43. 
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baned heads of the Moors were thrown down to the 
besiegers.* 

Muley Aben Hassan tore his beard with rage at the 
failure of this attempt, and at the death of so manj 
of his chosen cavaliers. He saw that all further 
effort was in vain ; his scouts brought word that they 
had seen from the heights, the long columns and 
flaunting banners of the christian army approaching 
through the mountains. To linger, would be to place 
himself between two bodies of the enemy. Break- 
ing up his camp, therefore, in all haste, he gave up 
the siege of Alhama, .and hastened back to Granada ; 
and the last clash of his cymbals scarce died upon 
tiie ear from the distant hills, before the standard of 
the duke of Sidonia was seen emerging in another 
direction from the defiles of the mountains. 

When the christians in Alhama beheld their ene- 
mies retreating on one side and their friends advanc- 
ing on the other, tliey uttered shouts of joy and 
hynms of thanksgiving, for it was as a sudden relief 
from present death. Harassed by several weeks 
of incessant vigil and fighting, suffering from scarcity 
of provisions and almost continual thirst, they re- 
sembled skeletons rather than living men. It was a 
noble and gracious sight to behold the meeting of 
those two ancient foes, the duke of Medina Sidonia 
and the marques of Cadiz. When the marques be- 

* Pedro de Piueda received the honor of knighthood from the 
hand of king Ferdinand, for his valor on this oceasion; (Alonzo 
Ponce was already knight.) — See Znniga, Annales of Seville, lib. 
12. an. 1483. 
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lif*ld hill mai^ftriimoiiii ilftlivi^rcT appfaarJiiiii^f lie 
rii«*l(<Ml iiiU) (imm : till |mii( HiiiriuMilifH only ((uvis tlie 
^rl!H(l'r {Mii^imrM'y in [n^nf.ui (v.vWuyjn of f^nititude aiui 
ailriiiiiitioii ; lh«*y i'.1hm|k«(I ftnch olliisr in their ttnnit 
nn<l fnmi that (inii! forwiinl witni tnii? unci iiordia 
friirnflH. 

Whilfi thin i4itn«*roijt uri^ntft tixik pliicA \miwtiitt i\m 
I'omnmndrrN, ti Norilid contrNt HroM* iiuion{( tlutir 
(rf»o|iii. 'J'h(* noldiem who hud t.omm to tlw! re«i'iic 
rlHitnitd ii portion of i\w. kpoilH of Alhfiriia; unit ut$ 
violent WttH (III* diMputr, (hal iKith piirti«f« Mtixi'd thdr 
urrnii. The duke of Medinit Sidonia in(erfered| and 
helUed tlie (|iieittion with hiM r.harar.teriiitic niagiion- 
imity. lie de<:lared tlmt the upoil helotif^ed to (lio«e 
who had captured the c:ity. ** We have taken tlie 
field/* «aid he, '* only for honor, for religion, sml fur 
(he reMiue of our rountrynien and fellow-chri«tiaiiN; 
and the nm.cvim of our enterpriM* iu a tuflicient and 
a ^lorioUlt reward. If we denire hooty, there are 
Huflicient Moorinh i:itieN yet to he taken, to enrich um 
all/* 'l*he lioldient were convinced hy (he frank and 
chivalrouM reaitonin^ of the duke; they replied (o 
hiN Mpercli hy acclaniationH, and the transient hroil 
wan lm|>pily appeaiMtd. 

'I'he marchioiieNN of (^adi/, with tlie foretliouf^ht 
of a lovin(^ wife, had diiipatched her nitijor doino 
with the amiy, wi(h a luif^e vupply of provisionn* 
'l*ahleH were iintnediutely spread heneath (he (aitii, 
whe.re the niurqueri ffiVG a hanquet to the duke and 
the. cavalierH who bad accompanied him, and nothing 
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but hilarity prevailed in this late scene of suffering 
and death. 

A garrison of fresh troops was left in Alhama ; and 
the veterans who had so valiantly captured and 
maintained it, returned to their homes, burthened 
with precious booty. The marques and duke, with 
their confederate cavaliers, repaired to Antiquera, 
where they were received with great distinction by 
the king, who honored the marques of Cadiz with* 
signal marks of favor. The duke then accompanied 
his late enemy, but now most zealous and grate- 
ful friend, the marques of Cadiz, to his- town of 
Marchena, where he received the reward of his 
generous conduct, in the thanks and blessings of the 
marchioness. The marques celebrated a sumptuous 
feast, in h6nor of his guest; for a day and night, his 
palace was thrown open, and was the scene of con- 
tinual revel and festivity. When the duke departed 
for his estates at St Lucar, the marques attended 
him jfof some distance on his journey ; and when 
they separated, it was as the parting scene of brothers. 
Such was the noble spectacle exhibited to the chiv- 
alry of Spain, by these two illustrious rivals. Each 
reaped universal renown from the part he had per- 
formed in the campaign; the marques, from having 
surprised and captured one of the most important 
and formidable fortresses of the kingdom of Granada ; 
and the duke, from having subdued his deadliest foe, 
y a great act of magnanimity. 
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<ilAl»TEU IX. 

Eppntif nt fif*rt»iff^rt, nml H^ of the Monfhh King 

Thr Moonsili king, Abcn HdMnn, returned, hnfllcd 
M\\\ di<«Ap|mtn(c<l« from before ilie walU of Allmmii, 
iMul >vrt>« ivreived witli groHnR and smothered cxecra- 
fionn bv the people of (irnnndn. Tlie prediction of 
the j»rtnton w«8 in every mouth, and nppenred to he 
rnpidlv fuhtlhng ; for the enemy was already stronglv 
fortitied in Alhama, in the very heart of tlie kin^lom. 
The di?»«lVertion, which broke out in murmura amon^ 
the con\nion people, fermented more secretly and 
dan^:enMi(dy among the noblen. Muley Aben Hasnan 
>vrtJ» of a tieire and cruel natuir; \m ivign had been 
nvnUed with tvrannv and bloodshed, and many chietH 
of th«^ fanuly of the Abencerrages, tlie nobU'(«t linc- 
f\Gy rtn»ong the RIoojt*, had tallen victims tt) his pohry 
tu' vengeance. A deep plot was now I'ormed. to put 
an end to hi»» oppivssions. and dispa«sesR him of the 
thn>ne. The situation of the roval household favtu'od 
<hc conspiracy. 

Muley Abeu Hassan, though cruel, was uxorious ; 
that is to say, he hiul nuiny wives. an«l was pn^ne U^ 
l>«^ n^i^urtginl by them by t\nns. He had tw«» tpieens, 
in p;n'lic\ilrtr, wluun he had chosen from all'cction. 
<^nc. n;Mned Vv\;». was a Moorish temale ; h\\v whs 
hUrxAi^o tcnued in Ambic, l,a Horra, ov the chnstr, 
fuMM the wpoili^p'* purity of hvv characfcr. While 
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yet in the prime of her beauty, she bore a son to 
Aben Hassan, the expected heir to his throne. The 
name of this prince was Mahomet Abdalla, or, as he 
has more generally been termed among historians, 
Boabdil. At his birth, the astrologers, according to 
custom, cast his horoscope : they were seized with 
fear and trembling, when they beheld the fatal por- 
tents revealed to their science. " Alia Achbar ! God 
is great ! " exclaimed they ; " he alone controls the 
fate of empires. It is written in the heavens that 
this prince shall sit upon theihrone of Granada, but 
that the downfall of the kingdom shall be accom- 
plished during his reign." From this time, the prince 
was ever regarded with aversion by his father ; and 
the series of persecutions which he suffered, and the 
dark prediction which hung over him from his in- 
fancy, procured him the surname of El Zogoybi, or 
" the unfortunate." He is more commonly known 
by the appellation of El Chico (the younger,) to dis- 
tinguish him from an usurping uncle. 

The other favorite queen of Aben Hassan. was 
named Fatima, to which the Moors added the appel- 
lation of La Zoraya, or the light of dawn, from her 
effulgent beauty. She was a christian by birth, the 
daughter of the commander Sancho Ximenes de 
Solis, and had been taken captive in her tender 
youth.* The king, who was well stricken in years 
at the time, became enamored of the blooming 
christian maid ; he made her his sultana, and, Uke 



* Cronica del Gran Cardinal, cap. 71. Salazar. 



riKiAt nlil ifir*ii who friiirry iii tliMi 'lofNf(#«, r#;ftif(ii«>4 
liirfi«#rir lo lii'i rf»HtiM^f<rfii'iil. Zttrnyn ^Htrmntt iim 
iiiolliirr of Iwo imiKfii, uihI li#«r mixi^ly for tl»«?ir 
iMlvMiK'.Miiiriil umiiril to fkliii^iiiiili frvftry ollM^r tmUt' 
tmI /«:«<liii^ III Imt hr<T»«l. Hliir Wtt« im nnihitioiiit m 
«Im? WHS b«:ttijhfiil, iiikI Imt nilni^ <l<««ir«< hiTumf: f/f 
uttt* oiM? of lii^r ftfHin fti'ut<'<l ij|»oti tin; lliroiKi of (ifii' 
iimiIm, Kor llim |Hir|HiB<% uliir fiiufli' iimt of nil ti«rr 
Mrt», mimI of llii* rotft|i)<'t<« uiu f'liiliiiM'y ftlii; Iih<1 ovrr 
th^* rniiifl of Imt Miiirl hu^lmiMl, to iiiMlrrmiiiitr Iii« 
oilier lUMffh III liiii uHcct loim, himI to fill liirii witli 
jr:ii|oiiMMi oi llii'ir <l«tfti(i;it«. Mtiliry AInmi lluftMiii 
wim MO wroij|(lit upon by \u*r iiim' liiimliorift, thiit li#t 
|iiilili<:ly |iijt %i*\t*ra\ of liin mhih to d<?iith, h( tli«t ritliv 
Uraittti foiiiitttiii of I joim, in tint roiirl of tli«r Allwffl- 
bru, -n |iliMi{ iii((itiili/<:<l in M'loriiib history «« ibrt 
iiM«n«i of iniiny nHii^iiinNry (l<'i«<U, 

Tbi* iiful ni^'it^ijrit ol ZoniyM, wm« M^fiin»t iMtr 
rival kiiltMnH, tlitr virtiioii* Ay%u, HUtt wu« |iM«t tlif". 
bloom of b/rr br'unty, mimI lm<l ri*ttii«i<l to Int ttttruitivfr 
in tbit t:yt*M oi bi:r btiiilmnil, lb* wait funily |i««r«i|{ii|i'fi 
to rqiuiiiMtit bitr, mikI to ronbn<r b«*r niui b<tr non in 
tiM; Utwt*r of (/inmr<^«, on^ of tini |n'iiM:i|ml lovvirr* 
of till', Allmnibni. A« Moiib<lil incrfrnAi^il in yann^ 
Zortiyn hi'Mti in biin h <ortni<liibl<^ obvtui l» to Um: 
ItrtUui^iniM of bftr nonii ; (or \w wun iinivrr«ttlly r.oU' 
Huivri'A b««ir'fi|i|ittr«;nt to tb<r tbron«t, Tb^? j<tMlon«i<{tf, 
«iife|nrionft, and uhnu^^ of bi« ti^itr-liMtrti'^l futlmr, 
wiri'i: Mf^ttin itxt:tti^<l ; bir Wdn iMniiMlftil, tiio, of Hut 
pr<!<bi:tion timt ii%tu\ tbr: ruin of tbi^ kingdom lUmtm 
lUti tfiii^u of tbi« |iriiii:<r» Miil<^y Ab#;n ilaMttn irn- 
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piously set the stars at defiance : " The sword of the 
executioner,'* said he, " shall prove the falsehood of 
these lying horoscopes, and shall silence the amhi- 
tion of Boahdil, as it has the presumption of his 
brothers." 

The sultana Ayxa wa.s secretly apprized of the 
cruel design of the old monarch. She was a woman 
of talents and courage, and, by means of her female 
attendants, concerted a plan for the escape of her 
son. A faithful servant was instructed to wait below 
the Alhambra, in the dead of the night, on the banks 
of the river Darro, with a fleet Arabian courser. 
The sultana, when the castle was in a state of deep 
repose, tied together the shawls and scarfs of herself 
and her female attendants, and lowered the youthful 
prince from the tower of Cimares.* He made his 
way in safety down the steep rocky hill to the banks 
of the Darro, and, throwing himself on the Arabian 
courser, was thus spirited off to the city of Guadix 
in the Alpuxarres. Here he lay for some time con- 
cealed, until, gainiiyg adherents, he fortified himself 
in the place, and set the machinations of his tyrant 
father at defiance. Such was the state of affairs in 
the royal household of Granada, when Muley Aben 
Hassan returned foiled from his expedition against 
Alhama. The faction, which had secretly formed 
. among the nobles, determined to depose the old king 
Aben Hassan, and to elevate his son Boahdil to the 
throne. They concerted their measures with the 



* Salazar, Cronica del Gran Cardinal, cap. 71. 
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lattrr, nrid an opportunity mooii prcti^iiti^d (o put tbem 
in practicit. Muley AImmi llafMaii had a royal coun* 
try (yalacf* callcul AlixarcH, in the: vicinity of Gra* 
nadu, to whic-h hi: rcHortrd occasionally to recreate 
hJH niind, diiriiif^ thin time of perplexity, lie had 
heen paHNin^ one; day anionj; itH boweni, when, on 
nrturnin^ to the capital, he found the ^atct cloned 
a^ainHt him, and liiH hoii Mohiirnined Abdalla, other- 
wine railed HoalMlil, pro4:lainied kin|(. ^^ Allah Ach- 
har! (iod iH^rciatl^^ exclaimed old Muley Alien Hat- 
Han ; ** it in in vain to contiMid a^ainwt what iH written 
in the hook of fate. It w»h predeHtined, that my aon 
Hhoiild Hit upon the throne — Alhdi forefend the rent 
of the prediction ! ^^ ^riie old monandi knew the 
inflammable nature of the Moorn, and that it wan UHe- 
IcHH to att(;mpt to check any Hudden blaze of popular 
paHHion. ^* A little while,^* Haid he, *^and tluH ranh 
flame will burn itwelf out, and the people when cool 
will liHten to reaHon." So he turned liiH Nteed from 
the ^att;, and repairt:d to the city of Ha/a, where he 
waM received with ^reat demouHtnitionH of loyalty. 
He wan not a man to ^ive up liiM throne without a 
Htruf^le. A large part of the kini^dom Htill remained 
faithful to him; he truMted that the couHpiracy in the 
capital waM but trauMient and |)artial, and that by 
Huddenly making Iuh appearance in itH ntreeln, at the 
head of a moderate force, he Hliould awe the people 
again into allegiance. He took bin meanures with 
that combination of dexterity and daring which 
formed bin character, and arrived one night under 
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the walls of Granada, with five hundred chosen fol- 
lowers. Scaling the walls of the Alhambra, he threw 
himself with sanguinary fury into its silent courts. 
The sleeping inmates were roused from their repose 
only to fall by the exterminating scimitar. The rage 
of Aben Hassan spared neither age, nor rank, nor 
sex ; the halls resounded with shrieks and yells, and 
the fountains ran red with blood. The alcayde, 
Aben Cimixer, retreated to a strong tower, with a 
few of the garrison and inhabitants. The furious 
Aben Hassan did not lose time in pursuing him ; he 
was anxious to secure the city, and to wreak his 
vengeance on its rebellious inhabitants. Descending 
with his bloody band into the streets, he cut down 
the defenceless inhabitants, as, startled from their 
sleep, they rushed forth to learn the cause of the 
alarm. The city was soon completely roused ; the 
people flew to arms ; lights blazed in every street, 
revealing the scanty numbers of this band, that had 
been dealing such fatal vengeance in the dark. Muley 
Aben Hassan had been mistaken in his conjectures ; 
the great mass of the people, incensed by his tyranny, 
were zealous in favor of his son. A violent, but 
transient conflict took place in the streets and squares : 
many of the followers of Aben Hassan were slain ; 
the rest driven out of the city; and the old monarch, 
with the remnant of his band, retreated to his loyal 
city of Malaga. 

Such was the commencement of those great inter 
nal feuds and divisions, which hastened the downfall 



f 
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of OrnhiKlu. Tha Monm kcicntnc^ nr^purtiiNl into t^ 
hoMlilti fueiioitu, handml by iho fnthtir ntul thr no 
and navainl hloudy c^ttr.oiiittt^rM took pliicn brtwr< 
them : yt^i (Itry ncivcir fniird to net with nil (h^ir n^ 
Kmtn furt'o nKiiiiiHl tha ohrintmnii, nit n cotntnon v\w\\ 
whoitever nti opportunity occurred. 
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CHAPTER X. 
Rasfol Expedition agahut Loxa. 

King Ferdinand held a council of war atCordova, 
where it was deliberated what was to be done with 
Alhama. Most of the council advised that it should 
be demolished, inasmuch as being in the centre of 
the Moorish kingdom, it would be at all times liable 
to attack, and could only be maintained by a power* 
ful garrison and at a vast expense. Queen Isabelh 
arrired at Cordova in the midst of these deliberations, 
and listened to them with surprise and impatience. 
^* What!'^ said she, ^^ shall we destroy the first fruits 
of our victories? shall we abandon the first place we 
have wrested from the Moors? Never let us suffer 
such an idea to occupy our minds. It would give 
new courage to the enemy, arguing fear or feebleness 
in our councils. You talk of the toil and expense of 
maintaining Alhama. Did we doubt, on undertaking 
this war, that it was to be a war of infinite cost, 
labor, and bloodshed? And shall we shrink from the 
cost, the moment a victory is obtained, and the ques- 
tion is merely to guard or abandon its glorious trophy? 
Let us hear ao more about the destruction of Alhama; 
let us maintain its walls sacred, as a strong-hold grant- 
ed us by heaven, in the centre of this hostile land; 
and let our only consideration be how to extend our 
conquest, and capture the surrounding cities.^^ 

Vol. I. G 10 
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The language of tiie queen infuied a more lofty 
and chivalrous spirit into the royal council. Prepa- 
rations were immediately made to maintain Alhama 
at all risk and ex[)ense; and king Ferdinand appointed 
as alcayde Luis Fernandez Puerto Carrero, Senior 
of tlie house of Palma, supported by Diego Tx>pez 
de Ayola, Pero Ilui/ de Alarcon, and Alonzo Ortis, 
captains of four hundred lances, and a body of one 
thousand foot; supplied with provisions for three 
months. 

Ferdinand resolved also to lay siege to Loxa, a 
city of great strengtii, at no great distance from Al- 
hama. For tliis purpose, he called upon all the 
cities and towns of Andalusia and Estramadura, and 
the domains of the orders of Santiago, Calatrava, and 
Alcantara, and of the priory of St Juan, and the 
kingdom of Toledo, and b<;yond to the cities of Sala- 
manca, Tero, and Valladolid, to funiish, according to 
their repartimientos or allotments, a certain quantity 
of bread, wine, and cattle, to be delivered at the 
royal camp before Loxa, one-half at the end of June, 
and one-half in July. These lands, also, together 
with Biscay and Guipiscoa, were ordered to send 
reinforcements of horse and foot, each town fnmish 
ing its quota; and great diligence was used in provid- 
ing bombards, powder, and other warlike munitions. 

The Moors were no less active in their prepara- 
tions, and sent missives into Africa, entreating sup- 
plies, and calling upon the Barbary princes to aid 
them in this war of the faith. To intercept all succor, 
the CastiUan sovereigns stationed an annada of ships 
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and galleys in the Straits of Gibraltar, under the com- 
mand of Martin Diaz de Mina and Carlos de Valera, 
with orders to scour the Barbarj coast, and sweep 
every Moorish sail from the sea. 

While these preparations were making, Ferdinand 
made an incursion, at the head of his army, into the 
kingdom of Granada, and laid waste the vega, destroy- 
ing its hamlets and villages, ravaging its fields of grain, 
and driving away the cattle. 

It was about the end of June, that king Ferdinand 
departed from Cordova, to sit down before the walls 
of Loxa. So confident was he of success, that he 
left a great part of the army at Ecija, and advanced 
with but five thousand cavalry and eight thousand 
infantry. The marques of Cadiz, a warrior as wise 
as he was valiant, remonstrated against employing so 
small a force, and indeed was opposed to the measure 
altogether,as being undertaken precipitately and with- 
out sufficient preparation. King Ferdinand, however, 
was influenced by the counsel of Don Diego de 
Merlo, and was eager to strike a brilliant and decided 
blow. A vain-glorious confidence prevailed, about 
this time, among the Spanish cavaliers ; they over- 
rated their own prowess, or rather they undervalued 
and despised their enemy. Many of them believed 
that the Moors would scarcely remain in their city, 
when they saw the christian troops advancing to as- 
sail it The Spanish chivalry, therefore, marched 
gallantly and fearlessly, and almost carelessly, over 
the border, scantily supplied with the things needful 
for a besieging army, in the heart of an enemy^ 
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amuiry. In Hit %m$u'. iif;f{li((«'iil uuA umfnittnt «pinl« 
Uiey Ui^ik u|i Utftir niniion iH'fon; l^ixn. 

Till* country around wm lirok«?ii and hilly, io Ibfti 
il wtt« fMrttiufAy dilliruU to fonn it v.outMuad t'ump, 
The river Xenil, VfUuh ruuu hy the town, wuu cam- 
preMed between high hunkn, and mj deep as to be 
fordable with entrenie dillii:ulty ; and tlie hiltton liad 
povnemion of tlie hriilge. The kin^ pili:hed hi« t^nli 
in a plantation of ohv«rii, on the liankn of the river; 
tlie troopM were difetiihulitd in dillerent enraniprnentu 
on tlie beiKhtu, hut separated from earli otiier hy deep 
roi:ky ravineii, mj hu to lie inrapahle of yieldinf{ each 
other prompt aMintanre. 'I'hrre wan no room i^r the 
operation of the ravalry. The artillery, abo, wan to 
injudiciouiily pla<:ed, a« to ini alm'iftt entirely uielent. 
Alon/ii of Arraf^on, duke of VillahemKMa, and ille- 
iptimate brother of tlie kiiif^, wa« preMiiit at tlie siege^ 
and dinapproved of tlie wliole arfaiif^eiiwint fie waa 
one of the moHt able genera U of hin time, and ea- 
pei:ially renowned for hiv vkill in battering fortified 
plareH, He recommended that the whole ditfpo«itioti 
of the camp nhould Ims rhanged, and thut several 
bridgen uliould be tlirown arro«ii the river, Iii« advice 
wan adopted, but itlowly and negligently followed, io 
tliat it wan rendered of no avail. Among other oyer- 
«igliU in thi« haitty and negligent eipedition, the army 
bad no Hupply of l>aked breail ; and, in the hurry of 
encampment, tliere wav no time to erect fumacet, 
Cakeit wttrt tlierefore haittily made, and baked on the 
coaU, and for two day« the troopn were nupplied in 
Cbin irregular way. 
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King Ferdinand felt, too late, the insecurity of his 
position, and endeavored to provide a temporary 
remedy. There was a height near the city, called 
by the Moors Santo Albohacen, which was in front 
of the bridge. He ordered several of his most valiant 
cavaUers to take possession of this height, and to hold 
it as a check upon the enemy and a protection to the 
camp. The cavaliers chosen for this distinguished 
and perilous post, were, the marques of Cadiz, the 
marques of Villena, Don Roderigo Tellez Giron, 
Master of Calatrava, his brother the count of Urefia, 
and Don Alonzo de Aguilar. These valiant warriors, 
and tried. companions in arms, led their troops with 
alacrity to the height, which soon glittered with the 
array of arms, and was graced by several of the most 
redoubtable pennons of warlike Spain. 

Loxa was commanded at this time by an old Moor- 
ish alcayde, whose daughter was the favorite wife of 
Boabdil el Chico. The name of this Moor was 
Ibrahim Ali Atar, but he was generally known among 
the Spaniards as Alatar. He had grown gray in 
border warfare, was an implacable enemy of the 
christians, and his name had long been the terror of 
the frontier. He was in the ninetieth year of his 
age, yet indomitable in spirit, fiery in his passions, 
sinewy and powerful in frame, deeply versed in war- 
like stratagem, and accounted the best lance in all 
Mauritania. He had three thousand horsemen under 
his command, veteran troops, with whom he had 
often scoured the borders ; and he daily expected the 
old Moorish king, with reinforcements. 

G2 
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Old AH AUr had watched from hia fortrciB i 
movemont of tlio chrintian armj, and had exult< 
all the crroni of itH comiimiidcni: when he be 
the flower of SpaniMli chivalry, Klittering about 
height of Alboharcn, hiii cya llaHhod with cxultati 
•* By the aid of Alluh/' naid he, «' I will Kive tht 
pranking cavalierH a rouHe/^ 

Ali Atar, privately, and by night, sent forth a lar^ 
liody of luH rhoHcn (n>opN, to lie in ambush near on 
i»f the KkirtM of Albohucen. On the fourth day oftb 
Hiege, he sallied acrosM the bridge, and made a fein 
attack upon the height. The cavaliers rushed im- 
petuously forth to meet him, leaving their encamp* 
ment almost unprotected, Ali Atar wheeled and 
tied, and was hotly pursued. When the christisii 
cavaliers had been drawn a cousidenible distance 
from their encampntent, (hc^y heard a vast shout be- 
hind them, and, looking round, beheld their enciimp- 
ment assailed by tht^ Moorish force which bad been 
placiHl in ambush, and which bad ascendtMl a diflertmt 
side of (be hill. 'Phe cuvnliers desisted from tbn 
pursuit, and hastened to prevent the plunder of (heir 
tents. Ali Atar, in bis turn, wbet*led and pursued 
them; and tbt*y wen^ attacked in front and nMir, on 
the sununit of the bill. The contest lasted for an 
hour; the height of AII>obacen was nul with blood; 
many bnive cavaliers fell, expiring among heaps of 
the enenjy. The tierce Ali Atar fought wilb the fury 
of a demon, until the arrival of more christian forces 
compelled him to retreat into the city. The severc^Ht 
loss to tbu christians, in tins skinnisb, whs that of 
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Roderigo Tellez Giron, Master of Calatrava. As he 
was raising his arm to make a blow, Qin arrow pierced 
him, just beneath the shoulder, at the open part of 
the corselet. He fell instantly from his horse, but 
was caught bj Pedro Gasca, a cavalier of Avila, who 
conveyed him to his tent, where he died. The king 
and queen, and the whole kingdom, mourned his 
death, for he was in the freshness of his youth, being 
but twenty-four years of age, and had proved himself 
a gallant and high-minded cavalier. A melancholy 
group collected about his corse, on the bloody height 
of Albohacen : the knights of Calatrava mourned him 
as a commander; the cavaliers who were encamped 
on the height, lamented him as their companion in 
arms, in a service of peril; while the count de Urefla 
grieved over him with the tender affection of a brother. 

King Ferdinand now perceived the wisdom of the 
opinion of the marques of Cadiz, and that his force 
was quite insufficient for the enterprise. To continue 
his camp in its present unfortunate position, would 
cost him the lives of his bravest cavaliers, if not a 
total defeat, in case of reinforcements to the enemy. 
He called a council of war, late in the evening of 
Saturday; and it was determined to withdraw the 
army, early the next morning, to Rio Frio, a short 
distance from the city, and there wait for additional 
troops from Cordova. 

The next morning, early, the cavaliers on the 
hei^t of Albohacen began to strike their tents. No 
sooner did Ali Atar behold this, than he sallied forth 
to attack them. Many of the christian troops, who 
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liad not liennl of tlu; iiiU^titioii lo vimu^fi the camp, 
fM;ciii^ (Ik; (riilM fitnirk and (Ik; MtHtm llHll)rin^ forth, 
mippoflcd that tlw; auv.niy had Ihh;ii retnforred in the 
ni^lit, and thai the amiy wan on the point of rctrf*at- 
\u^. Without dtoppin^ to afir.ertain the tnith, or to 
receive orden, i\w.y (\va\ in dismay, upreading confu- 
iiion throu^li the camp; nor did i\wy lialt until they 
had reai'hed the IW.k of the lioven, about tcven 
lea^ueM from Ix>xa.^ 

The kin^ and hin conimandeni Haw the imminent 
peril of the moment, and made face to the Mooni, 
each commander guanlin^ hid quarter and repelling 
all aMaultH, while the tenta were ntnick and the ar- 
tillery and ammunition conveyed away. The kin|;, 
with a handful of cavaliem, galloped to a ritirig 
ground, exposed to tlie fire of the enemy, calling 
upon the flying troo|Hi and endeavoring in vain to 
rally them. Setting upon the Moom, he and hin 
r.avahem charged them no vigorously, that tliey put 
a Mjuadron to flight, dlaying many with their Hwordii 
an<l lanc.f'fi, an<l driving otlM*.nt into the river, wliere 
they were drowned. The Mciors, however, were 
ntfim reinforced, an<l returned in great numbcni. 
The king wan in danger of heing Burrounde^, and 
twice owed his safety to the valor of Don Juan dc 
liihera. Senior of IVIont4!mayor. 

The rnan|iteK of ('adi/. beheld, from a distance, the 
peril of hifi sovereign. Summoning about neventy 
horsemen to follow him, he gallojied to the npot. 



* TiiiKtr. Croriicft. 
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himi«lf Mwern the kihg iiid th« •tiemyi itid, 
K liin Iaiicc!, Crtinii|)ic^rt*c«(l ono c»r th« moiit diritiR 

Mtmm. For nomo timf , ht^ i^mninod with no 
wenpon ttmu hln nword ) hiii home wan wounded 
irrow, ttiid mmty ufhin followrni Aiiini but Im 
dd«d in boatinK ofTtbo Moon, and ntwcuing thct 
N>m imnnin«nt jt)0|mr«ly, whom h« thtn prevull- 
K%\\ to rotim t(» It^M dtin|{t»roui ground, 
e miin|UQii continued, throughout tho day, to 
e himiic«ir to thti rop»iit«»d RMRulte of thu tntmy ( 
m evrr found in iho placo of the gr«ate«t dan- 
ltd through bin bravery a great part of the army 
Amp wan proiorvcd frttm dentruction.* 
van a periloun day for tho commandem \ for in 
eiat of tbo kind, it in the noblest ravalleni who 
expoiie thempelven io nave their people* The 
of Medina Oeli wan ntnick to the grt)und, but 
)d by bin trtuipn. The count de Tendilla, 
) tentu were nearent to the city, received neveral 
lin, and variouM other cavalien of the nioit din- 
dted note were cxponed to fearAil Jeopartly. 
^hole day wan panned in bloody ikirmi«hingi, 
lich the hidalgon and cavalien of the royal 
hold dintinguiithed them»elveii by their bravei^^ t 
^th, the encampmentii being all brt^ken up, and 
)f the artillery and baggage i*emoved, the bloody 

of Albohacen wan almndoned, and the neigh* 
od of Loxa evacuated. Several tentii, a quan 
' provinionn, and a few piecen of artillery, were 

11 
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left upon the »pot^ front the w«LUi of homes miii mulm 
to VAiry them oflf. 

All Atnr hung u|>on the itHir of the retiring nrniy, 
(MhI Immimed it until it reached Rio Frio; from thrnro 
Kerdinnnd returned to ("ordovn, deeply nmrtilicd, 
though greatly heneAted, hy the nevere leiison he liiul 
received, which served to render him more CAUtioun 
in hid cnmimignR nnd more dillident of fortune. I \v. 
sent letters to nil parts^ excusing his retreat, imputing 
it to (he smnll number of his forces, nnd the circum* 
sttince thnt mnny of tliem were cpiotns sent fiH>m 
various cities, And not in royftl pay; in Uin moan 
time, to console his troops for their disappointment, 
and to keep up their spirits, he led them upon an- 
other inroad to lay waste the vega of Granada. 
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CIIAPTKH XI 
flfHT Mnhp Alnm ftojMttfi mrttip tf fm^jf info Ikp ttimf* 

Oi.p Miilry Ahoii tluMnh Imd miiMorrd tin tinnv« 
nnd nmirhrtl to <hf« rrlirf of Uoxn; hut nmvt^l too 
Into— <hr Itiiit miimdnm of Krniiimiid Imd nliVAdy 
impufd ovf^r th0 hortlor. "ThT^y Imvo comr mid 
^;«>no/' mud ho, '* likr a mitniurr cloudy niul nil Uioir 
vrtiu^ting hun horn mnrr t»m|dy Uuuidt>r.'* Mr turofnl 
<o nmkr nnothor nttrmpi u|nni Alhnmn, Iht^ l^mnon 
or whirh wnn in thi» iitniont conMrrimtioii t^i i\\p. 
ivtrottt of Kmhottud, nod would Imvp di^nrHctl iho 
)>l(iro, hiitt it tuU hroti for tho rourti^ nnd pf>i^c»vt)- 
mncp of (hr «lr«ydt» I aiw Fortmudf m l*urrto ( 'rtrrrro. 
'Phut hmvo dud loynl rommnudor ohTH^rrd up thc^ 
npitnU of hii« mon, nod krp< thr old Moonnh kiUK tui 
hi\\\ until tho nppronrh of VVTtlinnnd, on hin noi^ond 
inoni^ion into tho \k^% ohiigrd him to mnk(» nn un- 
willing ii3ttmt to MnlA|i;a. 

Mnlf^y Ahrn ItAMAn felt Umt it would be in vtun, 
with hin inforior foree, tti op|UHii3 the powerful wrmy 
of the ehnntinn monAn'h^ hut to remnin idle nnd nee 
hin territorien Irtid Wttnte, would miin him in the ewti* 
nmtion of hin people. " If we e«nnot pwrry,'* nwid 
he, ** we e«n strike < if we cnnnot keep our own Inndu 
tt\m\ heing rwvttged, we enn rtivttge the ItOuU of the 
enemy /^ He inquired nnd lenmt timt moni ot^tlw 



84 A (mnomcLfs or 

rhivulrjr of AnrlaliiMia, in thrir ciigcrtKiM for n forajr, 
had miirchcd oflT with the kin((, And \ttt thdr own 
rountrj nlmoiit drfGrirf;lf*M. 7*hc tfirritories of the 
diikn of Mf^diim Sidonia wrrpparfinilflrly unguarded: 
here were vadi plainii of paiitijra^e, covered with 
florlcK and herds — ^hc very rountry for a haitjr in- 
road. The old monarch had a bitter gnidge againat 
the diike^ for having; foiled him at Alhama. **I1I 
give thi« cavalier a ledfKm/* Mid he, exiiltinglj, ** that 
will ctire liim of hid love of campaigning*** So he 
prepared in all haute for a forajr into the country 
about Medina Hidonia. 

Miiley Aben Hawian nallied out of Malaga with 
fifteen hundred honie and nix thousand foot, and took 
the way by the sea-coast, marching through Eatiponia, 
and entering the christian country between Gibraltar 
and (/astellar. 7*he only person that was likely to 
molest htm on this route, was one Fedro dc Vai^^; 
a shrewd, hardy, and vigilatit soldier, alcayde of 
fiibraltar, and who lay ensconced in his old warrior 
rock as in a citadel. Muley Aben Hassan knew 
the watchful and daring rliararter of the man, but 
had asf:ertained that his garrison was too small to 
enable him to make a sally, or at least to insure him 
any success. Still he pursued his march, with great 
silence and caution ; sent parties in advance, to ex* 
plore every pass where a foe might lie in ambush; 
cast many an anxious eye towards the old rock of 
Gibraltar, as its rioud-rapped summit was seen tow* 
eririg in the distance on his l«*ft; nor did he feel en* 
tirely at case, until he had passed through the broken 
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and mountainoua country of Ca8teliftr» tnd descended 
into the plain». Here he encftm|>ed on the banks of 
the Celeniin. Prom hence he sent four hundred 
corredorst or fleet hortemen^ amied with lane en^ \vIh> 
were to station themselves near Alge«iras« and to 
kee|» a !»trict watch across the bay, u|K>n the op|>osite 
fortrtnis of (Gibraltar. If the alcayde attempted to 
sally forth, they were to waylay and attack him, be* 
iilg almost four tinges his supposed force; and were 
to send swiA tidinj^ to the camp. In the mean time, 
two hundred corredors were sent to scour that vast 
plain called the Campifla de Tarifa, abounding with 
docks and herds; and two hundred more were to 
ravage the lands about Medina Sidonia« Muley 
Abeu lIuHsau remained with the main body of the 
anm , us a rally ii^j; point, on the banks of the Celemin, 

The foraging parties scoured the country to such 
etiect, that they came driving vast flocks and herds 
before them, enough to supply the place of all that 
had been swept from the vega of Granada. The 
troo|vs which had kept waK'h upon the n>ck of Gib* 
raltar, rt^tununl with. word that they had not seen a 
christian helmet stirrii^« The old king congratulated 
himself upon the secrecy and promptness with which 
he had conducteil his foray, and upon having baftled 
the vigilance of Pedro de Vargas, 

Muley Abt»n Hassan had not been so secrt^t as he 
imaginetl; the watchful Pedro de Vargas had received 
notice of his movements* His garrison was barely 
sutiicient lor the defence of the place, and he feared 
to take the Aeld and leave his fortress ung\iarded. 

Vou !• H 
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Luckily, At tliii« juiiciuro, there arrived in i\\v harbor 
ofCiibmltAr a B(|uadn)n of the armed galleyn ptiitionefl 
ill (lie Strait, and coinnmuded by ("arlos de Valera. 
The alcayde inime<lia(ely prevailed upon him (o 
g\iaixl (he place during his abstence, and sallied forth 
at midnight with seventy horse. He made for the 
town of C-as(ellar, which is strongly posted on a steep 
heigh(, knowing (hat the Moorish king would Imve 
to return by tins place. He orderiMi alarm-ttrcM to 
be lighted uiH>n the mountains, to give notice (hat 
the Moors were on the ravage, that the peasants 
might drive their flocks and herds to places of n^fugr; 
and he sent couriers, riding like mad, in every direc» 
tion, sun\montng the figliting men of the neighhorluHul 
to meet him at Castellar. 

Muley Aben Hassan saw, by the tin's blazing about 
(he nountains, that the country was rising. He stnick 
his tents, and pushed forwanl as rapidly as possible 
for the bonier; but he was incumbertMl with boo(y, 
and with the vast cavalgadu swept fn>m the p«st»nf^'< 
of the ('ampina de Taritu. His scouts bronght him 
word that there were troops in the (irid, but be niade 
light of the intelligence, knowing (hat (hey could 
only be those of the alcayde of (tihraltar, and \\\t\ 
he had not n)ore than a hundred horstnnen in his gur 
rison. He (bivw in advance two hundred and (illy 
of hiH bravest tmops, and with (hem (he alcaydes of 
Marabclla and ( 'asanas. Hehind (his vanguani was 
a gifat cavalgada of ca((le; and in (he rear maniied 
(br king, with (be main tbrce of his li((le army. 

1( was near (he middle of a sultry sunmier day, 
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tiidt thry Hppnmt hcd ( 'imtrliiir. l>o Viirgnii wim on 
tlir watrh, nnil hohrld, by mi inimoiiiic rioud of duM, 
Ihnt i\\vy wvtv, donooiifling onr of tlic hciglitu of (Imt 
wild niid brokon country, "I'bo vnnf^iiHnl nnd rrtir 
gunrti wor«> ubovo htiif ii lriif(U« UAiindrr, with tlir 
CAVAlgndn botwcon tbrni; nnd n lon^ nnd vlxmv forrnt 
hid (hem from onrh other. Do Vnr^nltl«ll\v thitt thoy 
couhl ivndor but litth^ anniMnnco to mrh other in 
tnur of n Kudden uttnrk, nnd might bo otiitily thrown 
ill confiinion. I \v rhono llt\y of bin bmvrnt hornnnen, 
nnd, milking h rirtuit, took bin pout Rerrrtly in n 
nnrrow glen opening into ii detile between two n>eky 
heigbtit, tbn>ugb which the Moom hnd to puim. It 
WH8 hiH intention to mifler the vangtmrti nnd the 
cuvulgtidu to ptiM, nnd to fall upon tho renr. 

While tbuK lying perdue, nix Moorish ncoutM, well 
mounted nnd well nrmcd, entered the glen, exnmin* 
ing every phice timt might eoneenl nn enemy. Some 
of the cbriittian^ ndviited thni they should uliiy theiie 
nix men, nnd retnmt to (librultnr. •* No/^ ttnid l)e 
VargnH, '' I bnve come out for higher gnme thnn 
thene; nnd 1 hope, by the aid of (lod and Snntingo, 
to do gi>od work thin day. I know thene Moom well, 
and doubt not but that they may nmdily be thrown 
into confuffion/^ 

Hy tluH time, the nix hornomen approached no near 
that they were on the point of dincovering the chrin* 
tian ambunh. I)e Vargan gave the wonl, nnd ten 
homemen ruithed forth upon them: in an inntnnt, 
four of thy Moom rolled in the duntt the other two 
put npuni to their nteedn, and (led towanln their army. 
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punued by the ten christians. About eighty of the 
Moorish vanguard came galloping to the relief of 
their companions; the christians turned, and fled 
towards their ambush. De Vargas kept his men 
concealed, until the fugitives and their pursuers 
came clattering pell-mell into the glen. At a signal 
trumpet, his men sallied forth with great heat and 
in close array. The Moors almost rushed upon 
their weapons, before they perceived them ; forty of 
the infidels were overthrown, the rest turned their 
backs. *^ Forward 1^^ cried De Vargas ; *^ let us give 
the vanguard a brush, before it can be joined by the 
rear.*^ So saying, he pursued the flying Moors down 
hill, and came with such force and fury upon the 
advance guard as to overturn many of them at the 
first encounter. As he wheeled ofl* with his men, 
the Moors dischai^ed their lances; upon which he 
returned to the chaise, and made great slaughter. 
The Moors fought valiantly for a short time, until the 
alcaydes of Marabella and Casares were slain, when 
they gave way and fled for the rear guard. In their 
flight, they passed through the cavalgada of cattle, 
threw the whole in confusion, and raised such a cloud 
of dust that the christians could no longer distinguish 
objects. Fearing that the king and the main body 
might be at hand, and finding that De Vargas was 
badly wounded, they contented themselves with de- 
spoiling the slain and taking above twenty-eight 
horses, and then retreated to Castellar. 

When the routed Moors came flying back upon 
the rear guard, Muley Aben Hassan feared that the 
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people of Xvrv.H wore in urms, Scvenil of his fol- 
lower advised liiiii to abandon (lie eavul^da, and 
rettval by anotber road. **No/Naid tbe old kin^, 
" he is no true soldier who gives up his booty with- 
out fi^^btinfr.'^ l\ittin^ spurs to his horso, he gallop- 
etl forward through the centrt* of tl»e eaval|^ida« 
driving the cattle to the ri^ht and lett. WIicmi he 
ixuiched the field of battle, Ik^ found it stn^wiHl with 
the bodies of upwards of one hundnul Moors, among 
which were those of the two aleaydes. KnrapHl at 
the sif^ht, he summoned all his cross-bow-men and 
cavalry, pushed on to the very j^ates of Castellar, and 
set fire to two houses close to the walls. Pedro de 
Vargas was too severely wounded to sally forth in 
person; but lu^ ordered out liis troops, and then> was 
brisk skirmishing under the walls, until the king drew 
olfand returned to the scene of the recent encounter. 
Here he had the bodies of the principal warriors laid 
across mules, to be interred honorably at Malaga; 
the rest of the slain were buried on the field of battle. 
Then, gathering togt^ther the scattered cavalgada, he 
paraded it slowly, in an immense line, past tlie walls 
of Oastellar, by way of taunting hiti foe. 

Witli all his fierceness, old Muley Aben Hassan 
had a gleam of warlike courtesy, and admired the 
hardy and soldierlike character of Pedro de Vargas. 
He summoned two christian captives, and demanded 
what were the iwenues of the alcayde of (Jibniltar 
They told him that, among other things, he was en 
titled to one out of every drove of cattle that passed 
his l)oundaries. ^^ Allah forbid,^^ cried the old mon- 

II <2 V2 
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irch, ** that »o brave a cavalier ihould be defrauded 
of his dues/* 

He immediately choso twelve of the finest cattle, 
from the twelve droves which formed the cavalgada. 
These he gave in charge to an alfaqui, to deliver to 
Pedro de Vargas. "Tell him," said he, "that I 
crave his pardon for not having sent these cattle 
sooner; but I have this moment learnt the nature of 
his rights, and 1 hasten to satisfy them, with the 
punctuality due to so worthy a cavalier. Tell him, 
at the same time, that I had no idea the alcayde of 
Gibraltar was so active and vigilant in collecting his 
tolls.'' 

The brave alcayde relished the stern soldierlike 
pleasantry of the old Moorish monarch. He ordered 
n rich silken vest, and a scarlet mantle, to bo given 
to the alfaqui, and diHrnisHcd him with grt^at courtesy. 
"Tell his majesty,'* said he, "that I kiss hJH hands 
for the honor he has done me, and regret that my 
scanty force has not permittc'd me (o give him a more 
signal reception, on his coming into these piirtH. Mad 
three hundred horsemen, whom I have been promis- 
ed from XeroH, arrived in time, I might have Nerved 
up an entertainment mort) befitting such a monarch. 
I triiMt, however, they will arrive in the course of 
the night, in which case his majesty may be sure of 
a royal regaU^ at the dawning." 

Miiley Aben llnHHan shook his head, when he re- 
ceived the reply of 1)<j Vargas. "Allah preserve 
us," said Im% " from any visitation of these hard riders 
of Xerest a handful of troops, acquainted with the 
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wiKI pnntkCA of (hont^ mountnihn* m«jr dontroy nn uriny 

It wttji noino irlirf to tho kin)t« howrvc^r, to li»(im 
timt tlio hnrtly nlrnydo orCtibmltnr wmm too ncvcroijr 
woundoii to iwkt* thr liold in pomoiu llo immrdiiih^ly 
brut A rrtrrftt, witli nil uproJ, brforo tho citwo of dny 
hurrying witii such i^rtocipitntion, thiii Uio rnvdliciidii 
\\ni« frequently brokt^n^ und ncnttoiXHl nmonjt th« 
nmg^d liolUcii of tho nio\nitiiin«; und iibov« Av« tliou- 
Minii of tlio cnttlo turned Imck, nnd \ver« r«^in^ by 
the chrisitinn^ Muley Aben lUwnn returned tri* 
unipbnndy with the renidue to Mi^lngi, glorying in 
the upoiU of the duke of Metlinn Sidonin. 

King IVniinnnd wuii mortified at finding bin incur* 
»ion into (he vegn of UmnmU counterlmUnr.ed by 
thin inrtmd into hii dominion*, nnd «tt\¥ tImt ther« 
were tm) »ide« to the gtime of wnr, ni to nil other 
gnmen. The only one who redpeti reiil giory^ in thin 
»ehen of inix>iidii iind Akinnivhingn, WMg l^ctlro d« 
VnrgAii, the nlout alenyde of (jibmUnr** 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Foray of Spanish cavaliers among the mountains 

of Malaga, 

The foray of old Muley Aben Hassan had touched 
the pride of the Andalusian chivalry, and they de- 
termined on retaliation. For this purpose, a number 
of the most distinguished cavaliers assembled at 
Antiquera, in the month of March, 1483. The lead- 
ers of the enterprise were, the gallant marques of 
Cadiz ; Don Pedro Henriquez, adelantndo of Anda- 
lusia; Don Juan de Silva, count of Cifuentes, and 
bearer of the royal standard, who commantkd in 
Seville; Don Alonzo de Cardevas, Master of the 
religious and military order of Santiago; and Don 
Alonzo de Aguilar. Several other cavaliers of note 
hastened to take part in the enterprise ; and in a 
little while, about twenty-seven hundred horse, and 
several companies of foot, were assembled within 
the old warlike city of Antiquera, comprising the 
very flower of Andalusian chivalry. 

A council of war was held by the chiefM, to dv. 
tcnnine in what quarter they should strike a blow. 
TJHi rival Moorish kings were waging civil war with 
(N'lch other, in the vicinity of (iranada; and the 
whole country lay open to inroads. Various plans 
were proposed by the dilFerent cavaliers. The mar- 
(|ues of ('adiz was desirous of scaling the walls of 
Zahara, and regaining possession of that im{)ortant 
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fortress. The Master of Santiago, however, suggested 
a wider ningo and a still more important object. Me 
had received information from his adalides, who 
were apostate Moors, that an incursion might be 
safely mndo into a mountainous region near Malaga, 
called the Axarquia. Hero were vallrys of pasture 
land, well stocked with flocks and herds; and there 
were n\imorous villages and hamlets, which would 
be an easy prey. The city of Malaga was too weakly 
garrisoned, and had too few cavalry, to send forth 
any force in opposition; nay, he added, they might 
even extend their ravages to its very gates, and per* 
adventure carry that wealthy place by sudden as- 
sault. 

The adventurous spirits of the cavaliers were in- 
flanuHl by this suggestion; in their sanguine confi- 
dence, they already beheld Malaga in their power, 
and they were eager for the enterprise. The ma^ 
ques of Cadis endeavored to interpose a little cool 
caution. He likewise had apostate adalides, the 
most intelligent and experienced on the borders; 
among these, he placed especial reliance on one 
named Luis Amar, who knew all the mountains and 
valleys of the country. He had received from him 
a particular account of these mountains of tlie Axar- 
quia.* Their savage and broken nature was a sutFi- 



•» Pulfpir, in hU Chronlolv, trt%tw th« cw, and mak«i Omi 
inarquM of Cadii rtQomm«nd tht txptdition to tho Axarquia 
but Fray Antonio Agaplda ii iupport«d in hit vtatomont hy that 
mowt voraoioui and oontomporary ohronlo1«r, Andr«i Bomaldea. 
curatft of Lot Palaoloa, 
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cicnt defence for the fierce people who inhabited 
them, who, manning their rocks, and their tremen- 
dous passes, which were oflen nothing more than the 
deep dry beds of torrents, might set whole armies at 
defiance. Even if vanquished, they afforded no spoil 
to the victor. Their houses were little better than 
bare walls, and they would drive off their scanty 
flocks and herds to the fastnesses of the mountains. 

The sober counsel of the marques, however, was 
overruled. The cavaliers, accustomed to mountain 
warfare, considered themselves and their horses equal 
to any wild and rugged expedition, and were flushed 
with the idea of terminating their foray by a brilliant 
assault upon Malaga. 

Leaving all heavy baggage at Antiquera, and all 
such as had horses too weak for this mountain scram- 
ble, they set forth, full of spirit and confidence. Don 
Alonzo do Aguilar, and the adelantado of Andalusia, 
led tlie t>quadron of advance. The count of Cifu- 
entes followed, with certain of the chivalry of Se- 
ville. Then came the battalion of the most valiant 
Roderigo Ponce de Leon, marques of Cadiz: lie 
was accompanied by scvenil of \m brotliers and 
nephews, and many cavaliers, who sought distinction 
under his banner; and this family hand attracted 
universal attention and applause, as they paraded in 
martial stale through tlie streets of Anticjuera. The 
rear guard was led by Don Alonzo (Cardenas, Master 
of Santiago, and was composed of the knights of his 
order, and the cavaliers of Kcija, with cerUiin men- 
at-arms of the Holy Ihotherhood, whom the king 
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had placed under his command. The army was at- 
tended by a great train of mules, laden with provi- 
sions for a few duys^ supply, until they should be 
able to forage among the Moorish villages. Never 
did a more gallant and self-coniident little army tread 
the earth. It was composed of men full of health 
and vigor, to whom war was a pastime and delight. 
They had spared no expense in their equipments, for 
never was the pomp of war carried to a higher pitch 
ttian among the proud chivalry of Spain. Cased in 
armor richly inlaid and embossed, decked with rich 
surcoats and waving plumes, and superbly mounted 
on Andalusian steeds, they pranced out of Antiquera 
with banners flying, and tlieir various devices and 
armorial bearings ostentatiously displayed; and in 
the confidence of tlieir hopes, promised tlie inlwb- 
itants to enrich them with the spoils of Malaga. 

In the rear of this warlike pageant, followed a 
peaceful band, intent upon profiting by tlie anticipa- 
ted victories. They were not the customary wretches 
that hover about armies to plunder and strip the 
dead, but goodly and substantial traders from Seville, 
Cordova, and other cities of traflic. They rode 
sleek mules, and wore clad in goodly raiment, with 
long leathern purses at their girdles, well tilled with 
pistoles and other golden coin. They had heard of 
the spoils wasted by the soldiery at the capture of 
Alhama, and were provided witli moneys to buy up 
the jewels and precious stones, the vessels of gold 
and silver, and tlie rich silks and cloths, that should 
fonn the plunder of Malaga. The proud cavaliers 
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«yed (hc«« nohii of tmlHc with grcnt diidnin, but per* 
mitted them to follow for the convenience of tho 
troopn, who might othrrwluc be overbitrtlienod with 
booty. 

It Imd been intended to conduct thi« expedition 
with grcAt celerity nnd necrecy; but the noiie of 
their prepnmtioni hnd ulrcndy reached the city of 
MnlAfcn. The p^nrriwon, it in true, wn« wenk ; but it 
poMCMed A commAiider who wah himself a host. 
Thin WAR Muley AhdAlUh, commonly CAlled K\ Ka- 
gAl, or the vAliAut. He wa« younger brother of Mu- 
ley A ben IIamau, And generAl of the few forcen 
which reniAined fAithful to the old mooArch. lie 
poftnefmetl etjuAl flenTnew of npirit with hii« brother, 
And nurpAdPcd him in crAfl And vigiUnce. Hid very 
UAme WAH A WAr-cry Among bin noldiery, who liAd the 
mont extrAVAgAUt opinion of bin pnnvcM. 

K.I /AgAl HUHprcted tlmt MulAgA wnn the object of 
thiw noipy expedition. He con!*ulfcd with old Henir, 
A vetorAU Moor, who g«n*crned the cify. " If thi< 
Army of mArAudrm nhould rcAch MAlrtgA^' nnid he, 
" wc whonld Imnlly be nbin U% krrp thrm without itN 
waIU. I will thn>w myi^clf, with n Ktnnll Cow{\ into 
the mountninn \ rounr the prMKAntry, tnkn pOM^eMtoii 
of thr pn^pop, nnd cndcnvor to i^ivc those Spnuiinh 
CAVwlicru Huflit innt rntcrtiiinnuMit upon thr rtmd.** 

It wrt?» on A Wrdncwluy, thut thr pnuiking unny of 
htgh-mrttird wurrioi's imiumI tortb fn>in thr nnrirnt 
g«tr» of Antiipirni. Thry tniuvhrd nil dny nnd 
night, uinking thrir wav, nrrrt^tly um thry i»iippi»!*rd, 
through thr pAwes of thr mountAinn. An thr troot 
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of country they intended to maraud was (ar in the 
Moorish territories, near the coatt of the Mediterm* 
nean, they did not arrive there until late in the fel* 
lowing day. In passing through these stem and lofty 
mountains, thoir path was often along the bottom of 
a barranco, or deep rocky valley, with a scanty 
stream dashing along it, among the loose rocks and 
stones, which it had broken and rolled down, in the 
time of its autumnal violence. Sometimes their road 
was a mere rambia, or dry bed of a torrent, cut deep 
into the mountains, and filled with their shattered 
fragments. These barrancos and ramblas were over- 
hung by immense clifllii and precipices; forming the 
lurking-places of ambuscades, during the wars be- 
tween the Moors and Spaniards, as in after times 
they have become the favorite haunts of robbers to 
waylay the unfortunate traveller. 

As the sun went down, the cavaliers came to a 
lofty part of the mountains, commanding to the right 
a distant glimpse of a paK of the fair vega of Mala- 
ga, with the blue Mediterranean beyond \ and they 
hailed it with exultation, as a glimpse of the promised 
land. As the niglU closed in, they reached the chain 
of little valleys and hamlets, locked up among these 
rocky heigliht, and known among the Moors hy the 
name of the Axarquia. Hero their \*auntiiig hopes 
were destined to meet witli the first disappointment. 
The inhabitants had heard of their approach ; they 
had conveyed away their cattle and effects, and^ 
with their wives and children, had taken refuge in 
the towers and fastnesses of the mountains. 

Vol, I, I 13 
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Enraged at their diaappointment, the troops get fire 
to the deserted houses, and pressed forward, lioping 
for better fortune as they advanced, Don Alonio 
de A^uilar, and the other cavaliers in tlie vanguard, 
spread out their forces to lay waste thu country; 
capturing a fow lingering herds of cattle, with the 
Moorish peasants who were driving them to sonie 
place of safety. 

While this marauding party carried fire and sword 
ui the advance, and lit up the mountain clitls with 
tlie flames of the hamlets, the Master of Santiago, 
who brought up the rear guard, maintained strict 
onler, keeping his knights together in martial array, 
ready for attack or defence, should an enemy appear. 
The n)en-at-arms of the Holy Brotherhood attempt* 
ed to roau) in quest of booty ; but he called them 
buck, and rebuked them severt^ly. 

At length they came to a part of the mountain 
conipU^tely biH>ken up by barraucos and raniblas, of 
vaHt depth, and shaggtnl with rocks and pircipices. 
It was impossible to nmintain the onler of march ; 
the horses had no room for action, and were scarcely 
nuuiageable, having to MCimmble fmm rock to mek, 
anti up and down frightliil declivitieti, wh<*re thera 
was scarce footing for a mountain goat. Pasning by 
a burning village, the light of the flanies revealed 
their pt^rplexed situation. The Moors, who Imd 
taken refuge in a wat<'h-tower on an impontiing 
height, shouted with exultation, when they looked 
down upon these glistening cavaliei's struggling and 
stumbling among tlie rocks. Sallying forth frt>n) their 



tower, they took poHsieAHitui of the vWftn whieh uwt^ 
hun^ the niNine, uiul hurhnl iltirtM and itoiieM upon 
the enetnv. It \va» with the iitnuMt i;rief of heart 
that tlit^ ^>ml Mtiitter of Santia^tt hehehl hiii hrave 
men faUing like helphv«w victim!* aroumi him, withtMit 
the meann of rt>iiistanoe or reven^[e. The eonfiision 
of hiH lollowei*}* wan inorc^aited hy the iihoutH of the 
Motuit, mnhiplied hy the echoeit of every cra^ and 
vhtV, m if they wt^re surmunded hy innnmerahh) 
fo4X. Hein^ entiivly ignorant of the country, in tlieir 
Atru^t*M to t*\tricate then)«elvea they plunged into 
other glenii and (h'tUed, whert^ tliey were ntill nu»rt) 
t^KpoMcd to danger. In thi;* t^xtrt'^mity, the master of 
Santiago dispatched nu^Htiengerrt in search of hucciu\ 
't'he inanpieH of (-adix, like a loyal companion in 
anus, haMtt^ned to hiti aid with hiit cavalry ; hiti ap- 
pnmch checked tlu) a«iiaultti of the enemy, and the 
Mantt^r wan at length enahled to extricate hin trcmp* 
fmm the dt^tile. 

In the mean time, l^>n Alonxo de Aguilar and hi« 
companions, in their eagtM* advance, had likewirte got 
entangled in dt^ep glena, and the dry hcds of torrtMitu, 
whert^ they had heen severely galled by the intiulting 
attacks of a handful of Moorish peasants, posttHi on 
the impending prt^cipicea. The proud spirit of I)e 
Aguilar was incensed at having the game of war thus 
turned up(kn hin^ and his gallant forties dontineered 
over by mountain btmrs, whom he had thought to 
drive, like their own cattle, to Antitpiera. Hearing, 
however, that his friend the manpies %\( ( -adi«, and 
the Matiter of Santiago, weiH^ engagt^d with the 
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enemy, he disregarded hit own danger, and, calling 
together his troops, returned to assist them, or rather 
to partake their perils. Being once more assembled 
together, the cavaliers hold a hasty council, amidst 
the hurling of stones and the whistling of arrows 
and their resolves were quickened, by tlio sight, from 
time to time, of some gallant companion in arms laid 
low. They determined that there was no spoil in 
this part of the country, to repay for the extraordi- 
nary peril ; and that it was better to abandon the 
herds they had already taken, which only embar- 
rassed their march, and to retreat with all speed to 
loss dangerous ground. 

The adalides, or guides, were ordered to lead the 
way out of this place of carnage. These, thinking 
to conduct them by the most secure route, led them 
by a steep and rocky pass, didicult for the foot-sol- 
diers, but almost impracticable to the cavalry. It 
waH overhung witli precipices, from whence showers 
of NloncN and arrows were poured upou them, ac- 
companied by savage yells, which appalUul the stout- 
est heart. In some places, they could pans but one 
at a time, and were often transpierced, horse and 
rider, by the Moorinh darts, impeding the proffroNii 
of their comrades by their dying stnif^les. T\\v. 
Hurrounding precipices wen*, lit up by a thousand 
alarm-fires ; every crag and difl* had its flame, by 
the light of which they beheld their foes, bounding 
from rock to rock, and looking more like fiendM than 
mortal men. 

Kither through terror and confusion, or through 
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real ignorance of the country, their giiidci, iniitend 
of conducting them out of the mountain!, led them 
deeper into their fatal receMCR. The morning dawncfl 
upon them in a narrow ramhia, its hottom fonned of 
broken rocks, where once had rnved along the moun- 
tain torrent; while above, there beetled great arid 
clifft, over the brow« of which they beheld the tur- 
baned heads of their fierce and exulting foes. Whnt 
a different appearance did the unfortunate cavaliers 
present, from that of the gallant band that man^hed 
no vauntingly out of Antiqucra I Covered with dust, 
and blood, and wounds, and haggard with fatigue* and 
horror, they looked like victims rather than like* war- 
riors. Many of their banners were lost, and not a 
trumpet was heard to rally up their sinking spirits. 
The men turned with imploring eyes to their com- 
innnders; while the hearts of the cavaliers were 
ready to burst with rage and grief, at the merciless 
huvoc made among their faithful followers. 

All day, they made ineffectual attempts to extri- 
cate themselves from the mountains. Columns of 
smoke rose from the heights, where, in the preceding 
night, had blazed the alarm-fire. The mountaineers 
assembled from every direction; they swarmed at 
every pass, getting in the advance of the christians, 
and garrisoning the clifTs like so many towers and 
battlements. 

Night closed again upon the christians, when they 
were shut up in a narrow valley traversed by a deep 
stream, and surrounded by precipices which seemed 
to reach the skies, and on which blaxcd and flared 

13 
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the alarm-fircn. Suddenly n Dow rry wag hcurd re- 
sounding along the valley: '*KI Zagal! Kl ZagalP^ 
echoed from cliff to cliff. '* What cry in tliat?*' »aid 
the Master of Santiago. *Mt is the war^sry of Kl 
Zagal) the Moorish general/^ said an old Castilian 
soldier: **hc must ho coming in person, with tho 
troops of Malaga.^* 

The worthy Master turned to his knights : *« I <rt 
us die,*' said ho, ** making a road with our hearts* 
since we cannot with our swords. Let us scale the 
mountain, and sell our lives donrlyt instead of stay- 
ing here to be tamely butchered.** 

So saying, he turned his steed against the moun- 
tain, and spurred him up its flinty side. Horse and foot 
followed his example, eager, if they could not escape, 
to have at least a dying blow at the enemy. As they 
Htruggled up the height, ii trentendons storm of darts 
and HtoncH was showered upon thrm by the Moors. 
SomelinH^s a fragntcnt of rock ramn bounding and 
thundering down, plowing its way tlm>ngh the crn- 
tre of their hont. The fool-soldiers, fitint with weari 
nesH and hunger, or crippled by wounds, lu'ld by the 
tails and manes of the horses to aid them in their as- 
cent; while the horsc^s, losing their foothold among th«« 
loose stones, or n^ceiving some sudden wound, tum- 
bled down the steep declivity, steed, rider, and sol- 
dier, rolling frou) crag to crag, until they were diished 
to pieces in the valley. In this desperate, struggle, 
the alferex or standard-benrer of the Master, with 
his siandani, was lost; as were many of his relations 
and his dearest friends. At length he succeeded in 
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attaining the crest of the mountain ; but it was only 
to be plunged in new difTiculties. A wilderness of 
rocks and rugged dells lay before him, beset by cruel 
foes. Having neither banner nor trumpet by which 
to rally his troops, they wandered apart, each inten 
upon saving himself from the precipices of the moun 
tains, and the darts of the enemy. When the pious 
Master of Santiago beheld the scattered fragments 
of his late gallant force, he could not restrain his 
grief. ^*0h God I** exclaimed he, ** great is thine 
anger this day against thy servants. Thou hast con- 
verted the cowardice of these infidels into desperate 
valor, and hast made peasants and boors victorious 
over armed men of battle.*^ 

He would fain have kept with his foot-soldiers, 
and, gathering them togetlier, have made head against 
the enemy; but tliose around him entreated him to 
think only of his personal safety. To remain was 
to perish, without striking a blow; to escape was to 
preserve a life that might be devoted to vengeance 
on the Moors. The Master reluctantly yielded to 
the advice. ^^Oh Lord of hosts P* exclaimed he 
again, ^^ from thy wrath do I fly ; not from these in- 
fidels: they are but instruments in thy hands, to 
chastise us for our sins.*^ So saying, he sent tlie 
guides in the advance, and, putting spurs to his 
horse, dashed tlirough a defile of the mountains, 
before the Moors could intercept him. The momen 
the Master put his horse to speed, his troops scat 
tered in all directions. Some endeavored to follow 
his traces, but were confounded among the intrica- 
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cm (»r tlir inoiiiiluin. 'I1it»y llt'ti hitlii^r mid thiilKT, 
iimii^ prriHliiii^ KiiitMi^ tlu> i>rt*ci|nc('ii, (Uhc'iit Itriii^ 
ulaiii hy tlir Mourn, mul oWw^vh ttikrii pridoiutm. 

Tlir Kiilliint iimn|iM*i4()f ('adix^^uitli'd hy \\\h (rusty 
mlnliil, laiiH Amur, liml iiNmultMl u (lillortM)t piiH of 
the inoiinttun. I lo wuh folltiwrd by Ium frinul, I )oii 
Aloiii^o du A^itiliir, (hr luUduiitiido, nnd (hr tM»uiit of 
l'ifut>iiU'ii; hut, in tho darknoMM uiid ronfuMiiui, tho 
hiiiidM of tlit'Mt^ i*oiunmndt*i>4 ht*oiunr HrpnriittHl frttin 
tMu*h otht*r. Whon tho nmniurs iittniiUMl tho Muin- 
mit, he looked nround ft>r IiIm rompiniioim u\ imiiH ; 
hut tht7 were no lon^^r Adlowin^ him, and thrrt^ 
wuM no tnnnprt to Hunuiion tht^ui. It wiim u ounnolii- 
titui to ihv uuiniut^M, liowovt^r, thiit hin hrttthorn, iind 
Hovorni of \m rtdutituiH, with u nund>or of hiM rt^tuin- 
t'rn, vfvw Htill with him: he on)lt*d liiit hrotlierM hy 
niuno, and thoir ivplit^M ^avr nMidort to hiii ht*art. 

WiH ^m%\v tutw h^l tht) way '\i\U\ another vallry, 
whert^ ho would ho Ivnn t^xpoMul to dan|;rr: whfu 
ho had n^nchtul tht^ hottoni of it, thr nuin|urM paui^cul 
U\ Vi\\\%)vi \m Hv\\iU'ViH\ followrrM, an<l to j;ivi* time* 
fttr hiit loUow-ronunanth'rK to roioin him. Ih lo ho 
wari Huddonly aiMaihMl hy thn tituipM of Kt /a^al, 
aiih^tl hy tho nmuutainorn* fntm tho vUiVn, Tim 
chriiitianM, oxtmuHttMl and torhtird, \oM all prrMMUi* 
of mind : mont of thrm IIimI, and wrrr «Mthrr Nluiii 
or takon raptivtv 'I'lir nuirquoM anti \\ih valiant 
lu'othri'M, with a low triod iViondH, mado a ntiMit it*- 
NiMtanot*. Hid hom^ wuh kilhd undor him; hin 
hntthoiK, Don l>irf((t and l>on Lopo, with \\\h two 
nrphowH |)on Koirn/.o and Don Manutd, wt^ri* i>no 
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bj one swept from his sido, cither transfixed with 
darts and lances by the soldiers of El Zagal, oi 
crushed by stones from the heights. The marques 
was a veteran warrior, and had been in many a 
bloody battle; but never before had death fiiUen so 
thick and close around him. When he saw his re- 
maining brother, Don Beltram, struck out of his sad- 
dle by a fragment of a rock, and his horse running 
wildly about without his rider, ho gave a cry of an* 
gulsh, and stood bewildered and aghast A few faith* 
ful follower surrounded him, and entreated him to 
fly for his life. He would still have remained, to 
have shared the fortunes of his friend Don Alonco 
de Aguilar, and his other companions in arms; but 
the forces of El Zagal were between him and them, 
and death was whistling by on every wind. Reluc- 
tantly, therefore, he consented to fly. Another horse 
was brought him : his faithful adalid guided him by 
one of the steepest paths, which lasted for four 
leagues; the enemy still hanging on his traces, and 
thinning the scanty ranks of his followers. At length 
the maniues reached the extremity of the mountain 
defiles, and, with a haggard remnant of his men, es- 
caped by dint of hoof to Antiquera. 

The count of Cifuentes, with a few of his retain- 
ers, in attempting to follow the marques of Cadiz, 
wandered into a narrow pass, where they were com- 
pletely surrounded by the band of El Zagal. Find- 
ing all attempts at escape impossible, and resistance * 
vain, the worthy count surrendered himself prisoner, 
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aM (lid ttUtt luM brother Don Pedro de Silva, an 
few of hiri itjiuiiu^ra who Hurvivod. 

The dawn of day found Don Alonxo de A% 
with a handfid of hin followers, still amoni 
HuuMitainH. 'i'hey had attempted to follow the 
t|ues of C'adiXi hut had been obli^^d to paus 
defend then^Melves aijainst the thickening fon 
the enemy. They at length traversed the mou 
and reached the same valley where the marqai 
n^ade his last disastrous stand. Wearied am 
|deveil, they sheltered themselves in a natural | 
under an overhanging rock, which kept off iht 
of the enemy I while a bubbling fountain gave 
the means of slaking their raging thirst, and n 
ing their exhaustetl steeds. As day broke, the 
of slaughter unfolded its horrors. There h 
noble bmthei-s and nephews of the gallant ma 
tiansti^ed with darts, or gashed and bruised wi 
seend> woiUuU; while many other gallant ca' 
lav stretchetl out dead and dying aro\n)d, so 
them partly stripped and plundeivd by the T 
l>e Aguilar was a pious knight, but his piety w 
humble and ivsigned, like that of the worthy I 
of Santirtgiv lie imprecated holy curses upc 
mfulels, ftu' having thus laid low the flower of 
tian chivalry; and he vowed in his heart 
vengt^ance upon the surrounding country. 

Hy degrtvs, the little force of De Aguila 
augn)entetl by uinnbers of fugitives, who isguec 
caves and chasms, whert* they had taken refuge 
night. A little bund of mounted knights was gra 
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formed ; and the Moors having abandoned the heights 
to collect the spoils of the slain, this gallant but for- 
lorn squadron was enabled to retreat to Antiquera. 

This disastrous affair lasted from Thursday even- 
ing, throughout Friday, the twenty-first of March, 
the festival of St. Benedict It is still recorded in 
Spanish calendars, as the defeat of the mountains of 
Malaga; and the spot where the greatest slaughter 
took place, is pointed out to the present day, and is 
called la Cuesta de la Matariza^ or The Hill of the 
Massacre. The principal leaders who survived, re- 
turned to Antiquera. Many of the knights took 
refuge in Alhama, and other towns : many wandered 
about the mountains for eight days, living on roots 
and herbs, hiding themselves during the day, and 
sallying forth at night. So enfeebled and dishearten- 
ed were they, that they offered no resistance if at- 
tacked. Hiree or four soldiers would surrender to 
a Moorish peasant; and even the women of Malaga 
sallied forth and made prisoners. Some were thrown 
into the dungeons of frontier towns, others led cap- 
tive to Granada; but by far the greater number were 
conducted to Malaga, the city they bad threatened to 
attack. Two hundred and fifty principal cavaliers^ 
alcaydes, commanders, and hidalgos, of generous 
blood, were confined in the Alcazaba, or citadel of 
Malaga, to await their ransom ; and five, hundred and 
seventy of the common soldiery were crowded in an 
enclosure or court-yard of the Alcazaba, to be sold 
as slaves.* 

* Cura de los Palacios. 



100 A ciiRONicuc or 

Groat i[)oili were collected of iplendid armor and 
ureajK)!)! taken from the «lain, or thrown away by the 
cavalieri in tlieir flight i and many horieip magnifi- 
cently caparisoned, together with numerous stand- 
ards — all which were paraded in triumph into the 
Moorish towns. 

The merchants alsop who had come with the army, 
intending to traflUc in the spoils of the Moors, were 
themnelves made objects of trafFic. Several of them 
wore driven like cattle, before the Moorish viragos, 
to the market of Malaga ; and in spite of all their 
adroitness in trade, and their attempts to buy them- 
selves oflT at a cheap ransom, they were unable to 
purchase their freedom without such draughts upon 
their money-bags at home, as drained them to the 
very bottom. 
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CHAPTER XIII 



The people of Antiquera hftd scarcely recover- 
ed from the tumult of excitement and admiration, 
caused by the departure of the gallant band of cava- 
lioni upon their foray, when they beheld the scat- 
tered wrecka flying for refuge to their walls. Day 
after day, and hour after hour, brought some wretch- 
ed fugitive, in whose battered plight, and haggard, 
wobegone demeanor, it was almost impossible to 
recogniiie the warrior whom they had lately seen to 
issue io gaily and gloriously from their gates. 

The arrival of the marques of Cadia, almost alone, 
covered with dust and blood, his armor shattered 
and defaced, his countenance the picture of despair, 
filled every heart with sorrow, for ho was greatly 
beloved by the people. The multitude asked where 
was the band of brothers which had rallied round 
him as he went forth to the field ; and when they 
heard that they had, one by one, been slat^tered at 
his side, they hushed their voices, or spake to each 
other only in whispers as ha passed, gaxing at him in 
silent sympathy. No one attempted to console him 
in so great an affliction, nor did the good marques 
speak ever a word, but, shutting himself up, brooded 
in lonely anguish over his misfortune. It was only 
the arrival of Don Alonxo de Aguilar that gave him 
a gleam of consolation, for, amidst the shafts of death 

Vol. 1. K 



110 A CMKONtCLK or 

that had fallen to thickljr among hit frmiljr, ha re* 
Joiced to find that hia choien friend and brother in 
armi had escaped uninjured. 

For leveral dajri every ejre wai tumedf in an agonjr 
of luipenie, towards the Moorish border, aniiously 
ookingf in every fugitive from the mountains, for the 
lineaments of some friend or relation, whose fate was 
yet a mystery. At length every hope and doubt sab- 
sided into certainty; the whole extent of this great 
calamity was known, spreading grief and consterna- 
tion throughout the land, and laying desolate the 
pride and hopes of palaces. It was a sorrow that 
visited the marble hall and silken pillow. Stateljr 
dames mourned over the loss of their sons, the Joy 
and glory of their age; and many a fair cheek was 
blanched with wo, that had lately mantled with secret 
admiration. ** All Andalusia,^^ says a historian of the 
time, **was overwhelmed by a great affliction; there 
was no drying of the eyes which wept in her.^^ 

Fear and trembling reigned, for a time, along the 
frontier. Their spear seemed broken, their buckler 
cleft in twain: every border town dreaded an attack, 
and the mother caught her infant to her bosom when 
the watch-dog howled in the night, fancying it the 
war-cry of the Moor. All, for a time, seemed lost-, 
and despondency oven found its way to the royal 
breasts of Ferdinand and Isabella, amidst the splen- 
dors of their court. 

Oreat, on the other hand, was the joy of the Moors, 
when they saw whole legions of christian warriors 

* Cura d« loi Paltciof . 
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bnxight cnptivo into thrir townit, by nicii» mmintiiiii 
pr(i«i«iUr)\ TUvy tliouglit it tlic^ work of Allnh in 
ftivor of tho faithful. Hut when thry itKiogniiird, 
nmong tho cnptivon thun (iojorttHi iind hrolcc^n down, 
somo of tho proudmt of chrintiMn rhivulry; when 
they Miw novoml of tho bunnom nnd dovicei of th« 
noblest hounon of Spain, which they hud been nccuih 
tomed to behold in the foremost of the buttle, now 
trtiiled ignoniiniously througli their streets; when, in 
sliort, tliey witnessed the MrrivMl of the count of Ci* 
fuentcs, U)o roynl stundnni-beiirer of Spain, with his 
gailsnt brother Don Pedro de Silva, brought prbon* 
ers into the gntcs of Gmniidii, there were no bounds 
to their exulttiiion. They thought that the days of 
their uuciciU glory were about to return, and that 
Uioy wore to renew their career of triumph over the 
unbelievers. 

The christian historians of the time are sorely pe^ 
plexed to account for this misfortune; and why so 
many christian knights, fighting in the cause of the 
holy faitli, should thus miraculously, as it were, be 
given captive to a handfbl of infidel boors; for we 
are assured, that all this rout ainl destruction was 
efiected by five hundred foot and fifty horse, and 
those mere mountaineers, without science or disci* 
pline,*^ '* It was intended,^^ observes one historiogra* 
pher, '* as a lesson to their confidence and vain-glory; 
overrating their own prowess, and thinking that so 
chosen a band of chivalry had but to appear in the 
land of the cne^ny, and cotuiuer. It was to teach 

* Curt d« Ids Psls<?itMiu 



liiftffi llml liir fHir. i« fM#f lii llir fti^ill, iM/r linn Imilli 
Ut ItMT felf"!!!;, I#<i( MmI ^i''«l Ml«#M«f |(i«rHli iim f$t Utty,* 

r«rt!f, iiMrrte il l«i l««f ft |fiihuhff*«'fil for !)»«? ttimrMtrf/l 

ikfffi iti Um uti^UU Willi IliA* |fijrr «|#iril of « hrullMii 
kfiiKlfU, sMsnloMM f/filjr |f/r llir ^ity oi ttm fmlti* t»Mi 
mllM-r «« Kf «*«il)r fiM'fi ol f riilfif , Of trnrM h lUtf$u^f» 
Uy ¥f.uiUuii tim «|ioiU oi Ifir iiiDil^rU, IfMli-nil f^f {irA 
|#iirifi|j UirifHM-k^c l/y I iittii-^ktim Mini i i/ffirtiMM)ofi« mii 
rici.Mliiftf llirif liTftlmiMtiiU, Mini ffikbiifi^ tioitnUmt^ it$$i 

lMTi|i|«iftf« lii « Utif \t*^ Mttti t «#li«rrfif«, lUi'-y llMHI|^lf l/f||| 

«/f Mrriiii|^ri|( lfiif|//iHi« mimI feuli^* ol llirir ithUu\puUu 
tttftHy, UfU'Uti lit lj»bifi(/ Willi IIm-iii hAy $w$ukn U 
mmI tlirfff Willi flirir iitHy*'.9Uf tUfy wrr«f MUtWMi h 
H I mill t4 IfMiliiiK 9$t*^Ut Ut k<'^|« iih«r«t lli^ir wot Ml; 

HImI ««im1m1 IiImic, <*l*il lif hull wlml OM(flll fi^ !><: Il«/I; 

tr)Mfn|ili« UkUi nffUi'9 ot l/mwliiiff Imflii, hu'li i 
lla>. o|#)ii)oM ttl t\m ruit-Wful A\fj$itiiii$, in wlii« li tm i 
)u\UMi Uy llml iij'mI woilli^r mul M|ii)|j|il at t.Ut*t$t 
klrr*, llif' iiimk, iff Ima I'MliiO'f*. Af^ifUU tmu 
forU liiifivrllf li/fwrvf-i, Willi llici f irflfi i|f/ii, flful lhi< 
ir)«HtilM/ii WM iftrmil \u iiiitri y, L«f try IIm* l/Wilmi 
ImimH) mill li# tfftiiiM.I, fi</iii M« |iri««f|il li Mini I jin lion 

llOIII Mlllllfef lllir |||||#MlHil'« of fMlllli WImI III flllfe ft. 

lU'^ fi«ini liii l« •ij|i|ioiM hy IIm^ irfiifiMlilM Iii«li#riii/ 
Teilro Almiiiii, of fli«T aiii idy ol JiftuMji/ 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

How Kii^ BoahdU 0I Chieo mtrcMt omr tlU hcritr. 

Thk defeat of the chritttiHh CHvaUera among the 
mountainn of Malaga, and the aucceuAil h^road of 
Muley Aben Ilanttan into the landu of Medina Sidonia, 
had produced a favorable eilect on the fortunes of 
the old monarch. The inconstant populace began to 
about forth his name in the utreets, and to sneer at 
the inactivity of his son Boabdil el Chico. The latter, 
though in the flower of his age, and distinguished for 
yigiir and dexterity in jousts and tournaments, had 
never yet fleshed his weapon in the field of battle; 
and it was murmured that he preferred the silken ra« 
pose of the cool halls of the Alhambra, to the fatigue 
and danger of the foray, and the hard encampments 
of the mountains. 

The popularity of these rival kings depended upon 
their success against the christians, and Boabdil el 
Chico found it necessary to strike some signal blow 
to counterbalance the late triumph of his father. He 
was further incited by the flerce old Moor, his father- 
in-law, Ali Atar, alcayde of Loxa, with whom the 
coals of wrath against the christians still burned 
among the ashes of age, and had lately been blown 
into a flame by the attack made by Ferdinand on the 
city under his command. 

Ali Atar informed Boabdil that the late discomfl- 
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turc of the cbristiaii knights had stripped Andalusia 
of the prime of her chivalry, and broken the spirit 
of the country. All the frontier of Cordova and 
Ecija novtr lay open to inroad; but he especially 
pointed out the city of Lucena as an object of attack 
being feebly garrisoned, and lying in a country rich 
in pasturage, abounding in catUe and grain, in oil and 
wine. The fiery old Moor spoke from thorough in- 
formation ; for he liad made many an incursion into 
titese parts, and his very name was a terror through- 
out the country. It had become a by-word in the 
garrison of Loza to call I^uceua the garden of Ali 
Atar, for he was accustomed to forage its fertile ter- 
ritories for ali his supplies. 

Boabdil el Chico listened to the persuasions of this 
veteran of the borders. He assembled a force of 
nine thousand foot and seven hundred horse, most 
of them his own adherents, but many the partisans 
of his father; for both factions, however they might 
fight among themselves, were ready to unite in any 
expedition against the christians. Many of the roost 
illustrious and valiant of the Moorish nobility assem- 
bled around his standard, magnificently arrayed in 
sumptuous armor and rich embroidery, as though 
they were going to a festival or a tilt of canes, rather 
than an enterprise of iron war. BoabdiPs mother, 
the sultana Ayxa la Horra, armed him for the field, 
and gave him her benediction as she girded his scim- 
tar to his side. His favorite wife Morayma wept, as 
she thought of the evils that might befall him. ^^ Why 
dost thou weep, daughter of AK Atar?^^ said the high- 
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minded Ayxn : ** these lean become not the daughter 
of a warrior, nor the wife of a king. BcHevo mci 
there hirks more danger for a monarch within the 
strong walls of a palace, than within the frail curtains 
of a tent. It is by perils in the Aeld, that thy husband 
must purchase security on his throne." 

But Morayma still hung upon his neck, with tears 
and sad forebodings; and when he departeti from the 
Allmmbni, she betook herself to her mirador, which 
looks out over the vega. From thence she watched 
the army, as it went, in shining order, along the road 
which leads to lioxa; and every bunt of warlike 
melody that came swelling on the breece, was an* 
swered by a gush of sorrow. 

As the royal cavalcade issued (Vom the palace and 
drt^ccndcd through the streets of Oranadaf the popu* 
laco greeted their youthfbl sovereign with shoutii 
and anticipated success that should wither the laurels 
of his father. In passing through the gate of Rlvinif 
however, the king accidentally broke his lance against 
the arch. At this, certain of his nobles turned pale, 
and entreated him to turn back, for they regarded it 
is an evil omen. Boabdil scoHbd at their fears, for 
ne considered them mere idle fancies; or rather^ 
(says Fray Antonio Agapida,) he was an incredulous 
pagan, puflfed up with confidence and vain-glory. He 
refused to take another spear, but drew forth his 
scimitar, and led the way (adds Agapida) in an arro- 
gant and haughty style, as though he would set both 
heaven and earUi at defiance. Another evil omen 
was sent, to deter him from his enterprise: arriving 
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Mt tlir rHnJilu, «ir ilry fit vine oi M^yro, wlii«^h N 
n0 un fly M how «l»ot ftotri IIm* « ity, d lot r»fi ftlM/iiKb 
fli<> whok urrriy, itw\ i lf«««' t>y tlif \trfn0iu of III*' blfif(i 
•ififl, llioti(()i tt tliiiii«Mri«l liolt* wifr tUut Unfy^tii nf if, 
!*«« Mill*'! iifiiri)tifi-«l Uf lUr riiotirituMik. TIk! |»riiir.i|i«l 
ioimIk'U uliout lifrtiliflil now K'ltnuli'il lli«-ir r^'fn'ifi' 
Ktruhf* ii|(Mifi«l pHH rrihM(( , (or Uirjr 1 ##fi«iift«rA«l 
tliim- o« I nrfM"'* II* rnyvlr'noii* iiorlfoffe of fli««fel#!r« 
to tli«*ir nrriiy: iIm* kiOK* tiowrv^r, wm riol lii Imt di^ 
muyiwl, IhiI i onhiinrfl l/# rriut« li lorwunl.* 

At Ui%it, till- foyul nrrriy wn* rfinforM-'l l»y oM 
All AtMt, Willi iIm' « liovrti liot«i<m««ff of Iiim i^rri«on, 
Mfift ifiuhy ol ll»f hriiv<'«t wurnor* of Uiir lifiHrr 
l«iwiic. TIm* |i«'0|*|i' of l««i«ii fehotil4*ii wiUi I'ftiilUi' 
IfoM, wliffi iUfy lii'tir*lil All AUr, nrmH iil nil |ioiriU« 
urifl ori'f* inorr rf»oiiht/-«l on hi* Mnrfinry «l«*r!#l, wliif b 
littfl ollrn \nniti' linn ov-r lli«* lior«|«Tr«. Tli^r yfUrriiM 
wnrriof, with ni-iifly u fnliiry of y«Tiir« npon lii« 
liMifl, litt«l ttll iIk' lir<' MfiH iitiiniiilion of yonlli, mI llir 
|ir«Hi|i<rl ol (I (ottiy, no'l # nrr'^M-il from rtink lo runk 
with llii' v«'lo« ily of (in Aitil* of llii* ilfM-rl. 'f'li^ 
|*o|;tilMrr Willi lii'«l tin* fit my, ii« tl |iiiriiili'«l or^r lli*: 
lirnl(r«*, mimI wonml into llir p{i««i«« of iiw. moiinUmt; 
iin«l tlill iIm'Ii i«yr*« wrn- lixi:«l upon IIm- |i«rnnon of 
All Aim, ttn if il lioir willi il iin nHiiriinMr of virlory. 

I'Uf Mooritli iirmy fttit-n-il tin- 1 lirivlinn fronlirr 
liy for««*f| miii« lif«, hticlily f»ivii{/ni|( Ih^ <o«inlfyt 
<lriviii(/ off llir, floi k« mimI liM<l«f iin<l mukiOK t Ji|itiv<-« 
of llir MilmliiluhU. 'f'l»«*y |ir^««ri| on fiiMoii«ly, uml 

*■ Mmtmol UmUml «1« |//« M</f««a. I)l« 1 f . «i). M, 14, 
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made the latter part of their march in the night, that 
they might elude observatioD, and come upon Lu- 
cena by surprise. Boabdil was inexperienced in the 
art of war, but he had a veteran counsellor in his old 
father-in-law ; for Ali Atar knew every secret of the 
country, and, as he prowled through it, his eye ranged 
over the land, uniting, in its glare, the craft of the 
fox with the sanguinary ferocity of the wolf. He 
had flattered himself that their march had been so 
rapid as to outstrip intelligence* and that Lucena 
would be an easy capture; when suddenly be beheld ' 
alarm-fires blazing upon the mountains. ^^ We are 
discovered,^* said he to Boabdil el Chico ; ** the 
country will be up in arms; we uave nothing left 
but to strike boldly for Lucena; it is but slightly gar- 
risoned, and we may carry it by assault before it can 
receive assistance.** The king approved of hii couq« 
sel, and they marched rapidly for the gate of Lucena. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Haw ike CautU ds Cahra salUed forth from his easikf In 

^piest of King BoabdU. 

Doir Diego de Cordova, count of Cabrtf wu in 
the cattle of Vaena, which, with the town of the 
same name, it situated on a lofty sun-burnt hill on 
the frontier of the kingdom of Cordova, and but a 
few leagues from Lucena. The range of mountains 
of Horquera lie between them. The castle of Vaena 
was strong, and well furnished with arms, and the 
count had a numerous band of vassals and retainen; 
for it behoved the noblemen of the frontiers, in those 
times, to be well prepared with man and horse, with 
lance and buckler, to resist the sudden incursions of 
the Moors. The count of Cabra was a hardy and 
experienced warrior, shrewd in council, prompt in 
action, rapid and fearless in the field. He was one 
of the bravest cavaliers for an inroad, and had been 
quickened and sharpened, in thought and action, by 
living on the borders. 

On the night of the 20th of April, 1483, the count 
was about to retire to rest, when the watchman from 
the turret brought him word that there were alarm- 
fires on the mountains of Horquera, and that they 
were made on the signal-tower overhanging the defile 
through which the road passes to Cabra and Lucena. 

The count ascended the battlement, and beheld 
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five lights blazing on the toweri — a sign that there 
was a Moorish armj attacking some place on the 
frontier. The count instantly ordered the alarm-belli 
to be sounded, and dispatched couriers to rouse the 
commanders of the neighboring towns. He ordered 
all his retainers to prepare for action, and sent a 
trumpet through the town, summoning the men to 
assemble at the castle-gate at daybreak, armed and 
equipped for the field. 

Throughout the remainder of the night, the castle 
resounded with the din of preparation. Every house 
in the town was in equal bustle; for in these frontier 
towns, every house had its warrior, and the lance 
and buckler were ever hanging against the wall, 
ready to be snatched down for instant service. Noth« 
ing was heard but the din of armorers, the shoeing 
of studs, and furbishing up of weapons; and, all 
night long, the alarm-fires kept blazing on the moun- 
tains. 

When the morning dawned, the count of Cabra 
sallied forth, at the head of two hundred and fifty 
cavaliers, of the best families of Vaena, all well ap- 
pointed, exercised in arms, and experienced in the 
warfare of the borders. There were, besides, twelve 
hundred foot-soldiers, all brave and well seasoned 
men of the same town. The count ordered them to 
hasten forward, whoever could fnake most speed, 
taking the road to Cabra, which was three leagues 
distant That they might not loiter on the road, he 
allowed none of them to break their fast until they 
arrived at that place. The provident count dispatch* 
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cd cofiriefn in ndrunce^ ami this little trmjry on readi- 
in^ Ctbni, found Ukhlm ipreftd with food wid refuMh- 
mentii, At the giiteii of thi; town. Hero they were 
joined by I>on Alonseo do (JordoTft, Senior of Zth 
hcroi. 

Having made a heartjr repait^ thejr were on the 
point of resuming their march, when the count din- 
covcfdl, tliat, in the hiirrj of hii departure from 
homir, he had forgottf^fi to bring the standard of 
Varna« which for upwards of eighty yr«ani had always 
lM!cn borne to battle by hifi family. It man now noon, 
and there wan not time to return: he took, therefore, 
the standard of (yabra, the device of wMch is a goat, 
afid which had not been seen in the wars for the 
last half century* When about to depart, a courier 
came galloping at full speed, bringing missives to the 
count frrrni his nephew, I>on Diego Hemandex de 
Cordova, Senior of I^icena and alrayde de los I>on' 
xelrs, entrcflting htm to hasten to his aid, as his town 
was beset by the Moorish king Boabdil el (/hico, 
with a powerful army, who were actually setting fire 
to the gates. 

The coimt put his little army instantly in move- 
ment for Lucena, which is only omi league from 
Cabra; he was fired with the idea of htivtng the 
Moorish king in person to contend with. Hy the 
time he rcnrhed l/ucena, the Moors hsd di^sisted 
from the attack, and were mvagirig the surrounding 
country. He entereil the town with a few of his 
cavaliers, and was received with joy by his nephew, 
whose whole force consisted but of eighty hone and 
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three hundred foot Don Diego Hernandez de Cor- 
dova was a young man, yet he was a prudent, care- 
ful^ and capable officer. Having learnt, the evening 
before, that the Moors had passed the frontiers, he 
had gathered within his walls all the women and 
children from the environs ; had armed the men, sent 
couriers in all directions for succor, and had lighted 
alarm-fires on the mountains. 

Boabdil had arrived with his army at daybreak, 
and had sent in a message threatening to put the gai^ 
rison to the sword, if the place were n«t instantly 
surrendered. The messenger was a Moor of Gra- 
nada, named Hamet, whom Don Diego had formerly 
known: he contrived to amuse him with negotiation, 
to gain time for succor to arrive. The fierce old 
Ali Atar, losing all patience, had made an assault 
upon the town, and stormed like a fury at the gate; 
but had been repulsed. Another and more serious 
attack was expected, in the course of the night. 

When the count de Cabra had heard this account 
of the situation of affairs, he turned to his nephew 
with his usual alacrity of manner, and proposed that 
they should immediately sally forth in quest of the 
enemy. The prudent Don Diego remonstrated at 
the rashness of attacking so great a force with a mere 
handful of men. " Nephew," said the count, " I 
came from Vaena with a determination to fight this 
Moorish king, and I will not be disappointed." 

" At any rate," replied Don Diego, " let us wait 
but two hours, and we shall have reinforcements 
which have been promised me from Rambla, Santa- 

VoL. I. L 16 
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elU| MontilUi and other placet in the neighborh( 
**If we await these/^ said the hardy count, '* 
Moon will be oflTi and all our trouble will have b 
in vain. You may await them, rf you please; I 
resolved on fighting/^ 

The count paused for no reply ; but, in his pro 
and rapid manner, sallied forth to his men. 
young alcayde de los Donseles, though more pnn 
than his ardent uncle, was equally brave; he d< 
mined to stand by him in his rash enterprise, 
summoning his little force, marched forth to join 
count, who was already on the move. They 
proceeded together in quest of the enemy. 

The Moorish army had ceased ravaging the c 
try, and were not to be seen, — the neighbor! 
being hilly, and broken with deep ravines, 
count dinpatchcd six scoutu on horseback to ro 
noitre, ordering (hem to return with all speed v 
Ihey should have discovered the enemy, and b 
means to engage in skirmishing with stragglers, 
scouts, ascending a high hill, beheld the Mo< 
am\y in a valley behind it, the cavalry ranged in 
battalions keeping gtiard, while the foot-soKiiers ^ 
seated on the grass making a repast. They retu 
immeiliately, with the intelligence. 

The count now ordered the troops to man h ii 
direction of the enemy. He and his nephev 
oended the hill, and saw that the five battalion 
Moorish cavalry had been formed into two, on 
about nine lumdred lances, the other of ubou 
hundred. The whole force seemed prcpan^ 
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march for the frontier. The foot-soldiers were al- 
ready under way, with many prisoners, and a great 
train of mules and beasts of burden, laden with booty. 
At a distance was Boabdil el Chico : they could not 
distinguish his person, but they knew him by his su- 
perb white charger, magnificently caparisoned, and 
by his being surrounded by a numerous guard, sump- 
tuously armed and attired. Old Ali Atar was career- 
ing about the valley with his usual impatience, hur- 
rying the march of the loitering troops. 

The eyes of the count de Cabra glistened with 
eager joy, as he beheld the royal prize within his 
reach. The immense disparity of their forces never 
entered into his mind. ^' By Santiago !'^ said he to 
his nephew, as they hastened down the hill, '^ had 
we waited for more forces, the Moorish king and his 
army would have escaped us !" 

The count now harangued his men, to inspirit them 
to this hazardous encounter. He told them not to 
be dismayed at the number of the Moors, for God 
often permitted the few to conquer {he many; and 
he had great confidence, that, through the divine aid, 
they were that day to achieve a signal victory, which 
should win them both riches and renown. He com- 
manded that no man should hurl his lance at the 
enemy, but should keep it in his hands, and strike as 
many blows with it as he could. He warned them, 
also, never to shout except when the Moors did; 
for, when both armies shouted together, there was 
no perceiving which made the most noise and was 
the strongest. He desired his uncle Lope de Men« 
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don, and Diego Cabrera, alcalde of Menka, to 
alight and enter on foot in the Imttalion of infantiy, 
to animate them to the combat He appointed also 
the alcajrde of Vaena and Diego dc Clavijo, a cava- 
lier of fail honaebold, to remain in the rear, and not 
to permit any one to lag behind, either to despoil 
the dead, or for any other purpoM. 

Such were the orders given by this most adroit, 
active, and intrepid cavalier, to his little army, sup- 
plying, by admirable sagacity and subtle management, 
the want of a more numerous force. His orders 
being given, and all arrangements made, he threw 
aside his lance, drew his sword, and commanded his 
standard to be advanced against the enemy. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

The Battle of Lucena, 

The Moorish king had descried the Spanish forces 
at a distance, although a slight fog prevented his 
seeing them distinctly, and ascertaining their num- 
bers. His old father-in-law, Ali Atar, was by his 
side, who, being a veteran marauder, was well ac- 
quainted with all the standards and armorial bearings 
of the frontiers. When the king beheld the ancient 
and long-disused banner of Cabra emerging from the 
mist, he turned to Ali Atar, and demanded whose 
ensign it was. The old borderer was for once at a 
loss, for the banner had not been displayed in battle 
in his time. '^Sire,'* replied he, after a pause, 
'* I have been considering that standard, but do not 
know it It appears to be a dog, which device is 
borne by the towns of Baeza and Ubeda. If it be 
so, all Andalusia is in movement against you ; for it 
is not probable that any single commander or com- 
munity would venture to attack you. I would advise 
you, therefore, to retire.'' 

The count de Cabra, in winding down the hill 
towards the Moors, found himself on much lower 
ground than the enemy : he ordered in all haste that 
his standard should be taken back, so as to gain the 
vantage ground. The Moors, mistaking this for a 
retreat, rushed impetuously towards the christians. 

L2 
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The latter, having gained the height proposed, charg- 
ed down upon them at the same moment, with the 
battle-cry of '^ Santiago !'^ and, dealing the first blows, 
laid many of the Moorish cavaliers in the dust 

The Moors, thus checked in their tumultuous as- 
sault, were thrown into confusion, and began to give 
way, the christians following hard upon them. Bo- 
abdil el Chico endeavored to rally them. *^ Hold ! 
hold ! for shame !^^ cried he ; ^^ let us not fly, at least 
until we know our enemy.^^ The Moorish chivalry 
were stung by this reproof, and turned to make 
front, with the valor of men who feel that they are 
fighting under their monarches eye. 

At this moment, Liorenzo de Porres, alcayde of 
Luque, arrived with fifty horse and one hundred foot, 
sounding an Italian trumpet from among a copse of 
oak trees, which concealed his force. The quick 
ear of old Ali Atar caught the note. ^That is an 
Italian trumpet,^* said he to the king ; ^^ the whole 
world seems in arms against your majesty !^^ 

The trumpet of Lorenzo de Porres was answered 
by that of the count de Cabra, in another direction, 
and it seemed to the Moon as if they were between 
two armies. Don Lorenzo, sallying from among 
the oaks, now charged upon the enemy : the latter 
did not wait to ascertain the force of this new foe ; 
the confusion, the variety of alarums, the attacks 
from opposite quarters, the obscurity of the fog, all 
conspired to deceive them as to the number of their 
adversaries. Broken and dismayed, they retreated 
fighting; and nothing but the presence and remon* 
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strance of the king prevented their retreat from be- 
coming a headlong flight 

This skirmishing retreat lasted for about three 
leagues. Many were the acts of individual prowess 
between christian and Moorish knights, and the way 
was strewed with the flower of the king^s guards 
and of his royal household. At length they came to 
the rivulet of Mingonzales, the verdant banks of 
which were covered with willows and tamarisks. 
It was swoln by recent rain, and was now a deep 
and turbid torrent. 

Here the king made a courageous stand with a small 
body of cavalry, while his baggage crossed the stream. 
None but the choicest and most loyal of his guards 
stood by their monarch, in this hour of extremity. 
The foot-soldiers took to flight, the moment they 
passed the ford; many of the horsemen, partaking 
of the general panic, gave reins to their steeds and 
scoured for the frontier. The little host of devoted 
cavaliers now serried their forces in front of their 
monarch, to protect his retreat.- They fought hand 
to hand with the christian warriors, disdaining to 
yield or to ask for quarter. The ground was covered 
with the dead and dying. The king, having retreated 
along the river banks, and gained some distance from 
the scene of combat, looked back, and saw the loyal 
band at length give way. They crossed the ford, 
followed pell-mell by the enemy, and several of them 
were struck down into the stream. 

The king now dismounted from his white charger, 
whose color and rich caparison made him too con- 
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npiciioui, arnl itndtityortd lo concitfti kimftelf among 
ihti thickeU which friiignil the river. A iK>ldier of 
Luceim, iiiifiw;il Mfirlifi llurtiulo, discovered him, and 
attacked him with a |>ike. TUa king defended him- 
self with ttcimitar and target, until anotlurr »i>ldier 
atMtailed him, and he saw a iliird approaching;. Per- 
ceiving tliat further reNintance would he vain, lie 
drew hack and called upon them to deiiiHt, otiering 
them a nohle ransom. f)ne of the soldiers rushed 
forward to seize him, hut tlie kint; stnick him to the 
earth with a blow of his scimitar. 

Don Diego Fernandez de (>ordova coming up at 
this moment, the men said to him, ^Seffor, here is a 
Moor tliat we have taken, who seems to be a man 
of rank, and offers a large ransom.*^ 

^* Slaves !^^ exclaimed king lioabdil, ^* you have not 
taken me. I surrender to this cavalier.** 

Don Diego re<:eived him witli knightly courtesy. 
He perceived him to l)e a persrin of high rank ; but 
the king concealed his quality, and gave himself out 
as the son of Aben Aleyzar, a nobleman of the royal 
household.^ Don Diego gave him in charge of five 
soldiers, to conduct him to the castle of Lucena; 
tlien, putting spurs to his lioniK!, he hastened to rejoin 
the count de Cabra, who was in hot pursuit of the 
enemy. He overtook him at a stream called Itia- 
naul; and they continued to pniss on the skirts of 
the flying army, during tlie remainder of the day. 
The pursuit was almost as hazardous as the battle ; 
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for, had the enemy at any time recoTered from their 
panic, they might, by a ludden reaction, hare over- 
whelmed the small force of their poreuen. To guard 
against this peril, the wary count kept his battalion 
always in close order, and had a body of a hundred 
chosen lancers in the advance. The Moom kept up 
a Parthian retreat; several times, they turned to 
make battle ; but, seeing this soKd body of steeled 
warriors pressing upon them, they again took to 
flight 

The main retreat of the army was along flie valley 
watered by the Xenol, and opening through the 
mountains of Algaringo to the city of Loxa. The 
alarm-iires of the preceding night had roused the 
country; every man snatched sword and buckler 
from the wall, and the towns and villages poured 
forth their warriors to harass the retreating foe. All 
Atar kept the main force of the army together, and 
turned fiercely from time to time upon his pursuers ; 
he was like a wolf, hunted through the country he 
had often made desolate by his maraudings. 

The alarm of this invasion had reached the city 
of Antiquera, where were several of the cavaliers 
who had escaped from the carnage in the mountains 
of Malaga. Their proud minds were festering with 
their late disgrace, and their only prayer was for 
vengeance on the infidels. No sooner did they hear 
of the Moor being over the border, than they 
were armed and mounted for action. Don Alonxo 
de Aguilar led tliem forth ^— a small body of but 
forty horsemen, but all cavaliers of prowess, and 

17 
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thinting for revenge. They came upon the fee on 
the banks of the Xenel, where it winds through the 
rallejrs of Cordova. The river, swelled by the late 
rains, was deep and turbulent, and only fordable at 
certain places. The main body of the army was 
gathered in confusion on the banks, endeavoring to 
ford the stream, protected bjr the cavalry of Ali Atan 

No sooner did the little band of Alonzo de Aguilar 
come in sight of the Moors, than fury flashed from 
their eyes. '^ Remember the mountains of Malaga 1^* 
they cried to each other, as they rushed to combat 
Their charge was desperate, but was gallantly re- 
sisted. A scrambling and bloody fight ensued, hand 
to hand and sword to sword, sometimes on land, 
sometimes in the water. Many were lanced on the 
banks; others, throwing themselves into the river, 
sunk with the weight of their armor, and were 
drowned ; some, grappling together, fell from their 
horses, but continuckl their struggle in the waves, 
and helm and turban rolled together down the 
stream. The Moors were far greater in number, and 
among them were many warriors of rank ; but they 
were disheartened by defeat, while the christians 
were excited even to desperation. 

Ali Atar alone preserved all his fire and enei^, 
amid his reverses. He had been enraged at the de- 
feat of the army, the lou of the king, and the igno- 
minious flight he had been obliged to make throu^ 
a country which had so oflten been the scene of his 
exploits: but to be thus impeded in his flight, and 
harassed and insulted by a mere handful of warriors. 
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roused the violent passions of the old Moor to per- 
fect frenzy. He had marked Don Alonzo de Aguilar 
dealing his blows (says Agapida,) with the pious 
vehemence of a righteous knight, who knows that in 
every wound inflicted upon the infidels, he is doing 
God service. Ali Atar spurred his steed along the 
bsink of the river, to come upon Don Alonzo by 
surprise. The back of the warrior was towards him ; 
and, collecting all his force, the Moor hurled his 
lance to transfix him on the spot. The lance was 
not thrown with the usual accuracy of Ali Atar : it 
tore away a part of the cuirass of Don Alonzo, but 
failed to inflict a wound. The Moor rushed upon 
Don Alonzo with his scimitar; but the latter was on 
tlie alort, and parried his blow. They fought despe- 
rately upon the borders of the river, alternately press- 
ing each other into the stream, and fighting their way 
again up the bank. Ali Atar was repeatedly wound- 
ed; and Don Alonzo, having pity on his age, would 
have spared his life : he called upon him to surrender. 
** Never," cried Ali Atar, " to a christian dog!" The 
words were scarce out of his mouth, when tlie sword 
of Don Alonzo clove his turbaned head, and sank 
deep into the brain. He fell dead, without a groan ; 
his body rolled into the Xenel, nor was it ever found 
and recognised.* Thus fell Ali Atar, who had long 
been the terror of Andalusia. As he had hated and 
warred upon the christians all his life, so he died in 
the very act of bitter hostility. 
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The fall of Ali Atar put an end to the tranaieat 
•tand of the cavalry. Hone and foot minf^ed U^ 
gether, in the desperate struggle across the Xenei ; 
and many were trampled down, and perished be- 
neath the waves. Don Alonzo and his band con- 
tinued to harass them until they crossed the frontier; 
and tvery blow, struck home to the Moors, seemed 
to lighten the load of humiliation and sorrow which 
had weighed heavy on their hearts. 

In this disastrous rout, the Moors lost upwards of 
five thousand killed and made prisoners; many of 
whom were of the most noble lineages of Granada : 
numbers fled to rocks and mountains, where they 
were subsequently taken. 

This battle was called, by some, the battle of 
Lucena ; by others, the battle of the Moorish king, 
because of the capture of Boabdil. Twenty-two 
banners fell into the hands of the christians, and 
were carried to Vaena, and hung up in the church ; 
where (says a historian of after times,) they remain 
to this day. Once a year, on the day of St. George, 
they are borne about in procession, by the inhab- 
itants, who at the same time give thanks to God for 
this signal victory granted to their forefathers. 

Great was the triumph of the count de Cabra, 
when, on returning from the pursuit of the enemy, 
he found that the Moorish king had fallen into his 
hands. When the unfortunate Boabdil was brought 
before him, however, and he beheld him a dejected 
captive, whom but shortly before he had scon in 
royal splendor surrounded by his army, the generous 
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heart of the count wai touched by sympadij. He 
said every thing that became a courteous and chris- 
tian knight, to comfort him ; observing that the same 
mutability of things which had suddenly destroyed 
his recent prosperityi might cause his present mis- 
fortunes as rapidly to pass away; since in this world 
nothing is stable, and even sorrow has its allotted 
term. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

Lameniationt of the Moore f for ike hoMe of L n om m . 

The sentinels looked out from the wttcb-towen 
of Loxa, along the valley of the Xenel, which passes 
through the mountains of Algaringo. They looked 
to behold the king returning in triumph, at the head 
of his shining host, laden with the spoil of the unbe- 
liever. They looked to behold the standard of their 
warlike idol, the fierce Ali Atar, borne by the chiv- 
alry of Loxa, ever foremost in the wars of the border. 

In the evening of the 21st of April, they descried 
a single horseman urging his faltering steed along the 
banks of the Xenel. As he drew near, they per- 
ceived, by the flash of arms, that he was a warrior; 
and on nearer approach, by the richness of his armor 
and the caparison of his steed, they knew him to be 
a warrior of rank. 

He reached Loxa, faint and aghast; his Arabian 
courser covered with foam, and dust, and blood, 
panting and staggering with fatigue, and gashed with 
wounds. Having brought his master in safety, he 
sunk down and died before the gate of the city. The 
soldiers at the gate gathered round the cavalier, as 
he stood mute and melancholy by his expiring steed : 
they knew him to be the gallant Cidi Caleb, nephew 
of the chief alfaqui of the Albaycin of Granada. When 
the people of Loxa beheld this noble cavalier, thus 



THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA. 1 35 

alone, haggard and dejected, their hearts were filled 
with fearful forebodings. 

^' Cavalicr,^^ said they, '* how fares it with the king 
and army?" 

He cast his hand mournfully towards the land of 
Ihe christians. '^ There they lie I" exclaimed he. 
^^ The heavens have fallen upon them. All are lost I 
all dead !"* 

Upon this, there was a great cry of consternation 
among the people, and loud waitings of women : for 
the flower of the youth of Loxa were with the army. 

An old Moorish soldier, scarred in many a border 
battle, stood leaning on his lance by the gateway. 
"Where is AU AtarT" demanded he, eagerly. " If 
he lives, the army cannot be lost." 

" I saw his turban cleaved by the christian sword," 
replied Cidi Caleb. ^^ His body is floating in the Xenel." 

When the soldier heard these words, he smote his 
breast and threw dust upon his head; for he was an 
old follower of Ali Atar. 

The noble Cidi Caleb gave himself no repose, but, 
mounting another steed, hastened to carry the disas- 
trous tidings to Granada. As he passed through the 
villages and hamlets, he spread sorrow around ; for 
their chosen men had followed the king to the wars. 

When he entered the gates of Granada, and an- 
nounced the loss of the king and army, a voice of 
horror went throughout the city. Every one thought 
but of his own share in the general calamity, and 
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rmwdcMl niitiul tlu^ Ihhhit ctf ill tidtiiKM. (hit) MtktHl 
uftrr II fiitlirr, niiotlic^r iiHc^r u linMlit^r, noma nftrr r 
lovrr, micl nmiiy ii iiiothi^r iiftor hrr nun, lli« rt^|»li(iii 
wrrt* titill of \v(iiiiuIh mid driitli. To oiio \\v rti|ditHl, 
** I MAW thy Aitlirr pion'ml with h Iniir^, nn he drfniil 
rd thopenouortho Iciuk/* To miothc^r, ''Thy brother 
A*ll woiindc^d under tho hooiii of ilie honea; hut tlirn^ 
wiiH no tinir to iiid hint, tor tlir rhriittian cnvnlrv 
were u|ion UH.** T(» unother, ** I hhw tlie honte of 
thy lover, rovenul with hlood und KullopinK without 
liin ridiT." To unothi^r, ** Thy Non fought hy my «de, 
on the hnnkM of the XtMitd: we wt^m Murrounded by 
the enemy, und driven into the Htreiim. I lieuitl him 
cry upon Alliih, in the midat of the wntem: when I 
rtnirhed the other hunk, he wnii no kuiger hy my «idr/* 
The mdde ('idi (*Hleh |tnii«ml on, leuving nil ijm* 
nudu in liunriitntioii : hn ul'^r«l IiIm nivvd up (hn Hteep 
iivnnue of tirm nnd tountuiuH timt Ivmin U\ the Al* 
hiunhrit, nor Htoppod untd hr arrivrd hrl'oit^ (lu^ gnte 
ol'Juntire. Ayxa, the mother of Uouhdil, und Mt»ruY- 
nm, luH hnlovrd nnd tender wilr, hud duily wutihed 
fmm the towc^r of the tiomemi, to hrliold hu tri^ 
nmphunt return. Who hIihII dmrhhr thrir tttlhrdon, 
whrn thny heurd thn tidui^H oft *i«li ( *uleh f Thn mil 
tunu Aynu npuke not nnich, hut miti^ um our rntruurrd 
in wo. Kvrry itow und then, n drrp Hi^h hurnt forth, 
luit n\\v ruirted her even to luMiven: ** It ih thr wdl «if 

I 

Allah P* Huid Hhe, und with tlimr wonli« eiidcmvorrd 
to ri'pivHM tlu^ ii^tuiiri* of a motlu^'V Horitiw. Tho 
tender Mtu'aymu tlirt^w hei*Hrlf on thr tuirlli, and ^uvo 
wuy to the liill tiirhuleiice of her lWlln^N, h('wulhll^ 
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her huabaiid ami her father. The hi|{h-n\iiideil Ayxa 
rehuked the violoiioe of her igrwt: *^ Moderate the»e 
tranaportH, my daughter/' iaid «he; ^* rememher mag- 
nanimity' nhould he the attrihute of prince* ; it be- 
contea not tliem to |;ive way to clamorouM aorrtuv, 
hke connnon and vul^sar minda/* Hut Morayma oould 
only deplort^ her Iom, >vith the an^ninh of a tender 
woman. Sho ahut heraelf np in her mirador, and 
I^Ked all day, with atreaniing eyea, upon the vc^. 
Kvt^ry object before her recalletl the cauaea of her af* 
tliction. The river Xenel, which ran ahining aniidat 
the giHivea and |{artlena, waa the aame on wIumo banka 
had periahcd her father, Ali Atar; befort) her lay the 
road to Loxa, by which Boabdil had departtni, in 
martial atate, aurrounded by the chivalry of (iranada. 
Kver and anon, ahe would burat into an a^^ony of 
grief. *'Alaal my lather P* ahe would exclaim; **the 
river runa annling bt^fore me, that covera thy mangled 
remaina : who will gather tliem to an honored tomb, 
in the land of the unbeliever f And thou, oh Boabdil, 
light of my eyea ! joy of my heart I life of my life I 
wo the day, and wo the hour, that I aaw thee depart 
from theao walla. The road by which thou haat de« 
parteii ia aolitary ; never will it be gladdened by thy 
return) the mountain thou haat traveraed liea like a 
cloud in the diatance, and all beyond it ia darkneaa/^ 
The royal minatrela were summoned to aaauage 
the aormwa of the queen: they attuned their inatru- 
menta to cheerful atraina; but in a little while the 
anguiah of their hearta prevailed, and turned their 
•onga to lamentation!, 

M9 18 
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^ Beautiful Granada I** thajr eic l aimed » ^ how it 
tfagr glory &ded I The Vivarrambla no longer ecboei 
to the tramp of iteed and lound of trumpet ; no longer 
w it crowded witii tlqr jrouthibl nobles, eager to dis- 
play their proweM in the tourney and the feitive tilt 
of reeds. Alas I the flower of thy chivalry lies low 
in a foreign land I the soft note of the lute is no longer 
heard in tiiy moonlight streets; the lively Castanet is 
silent upon thy hills i and the graceful dance of the 
Zambra is no mora seen beneath thy bowers. Be- 
hold, the Alhambra is forlorn and desolate I in vain 
do the orange and myrtle breathe their perfumes into 
its silken chambeni in vain does the ni|^tingale sing 
within its groves \ in vain ara its marble hells rafreshed 
by the sound of fountains and the gush of limpid rills. 
Alas I the countenance of the king no longer shines 
within those halls : the light of the Alhambra is set 
for ever I" 

Thui all Grenada, say the Arabian chroniclers, 
gave itself up to lamentation: there was noUiing but 
the voice of wailing, from the palace to the cottage. 
All joined to deploro their youthful monarch, cut 
down in tlie freshness and promiie of his youth; 
many feared that the prediction of the astrologeni 
wai about to be fulfilled, and that the downfall of Uio 
kingdom would follow the death of Boabdil ; while 
all declared, that had he survived, he was tlie very 
sovereign calculsted to restora Uie realm to its an- 
cient prosperity and glory. 
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CHAPTER XVin. 

How MuUff Ahen HdiMOH proJUed fty the ntUfortume tf 

hU ton BoabdU. 

An unfortunate death atones, with the world, for 
% multitude of errors. While the populace thought 
their youthful monarch had perished in the fidd, 
nothing could exceed their grief for his loss, and 
their adoration of his memory: when, however, they 
learnt that be was still alive, and bad surrendered 
himself c^>tive to the christians, their feelings under- 
went an instant change. They decried bis talents 
as a commander, his courage as a soldier; they railed 
at his expedition, as ruh ami ill conducted; and tbqr 
reviled him for not having dared to die on the field 
of battle, rather than surrender to the enemy. 

The alfaquis, as usual, mingled with the populace, 
and artfully guided their discontents. ** Behold,** 
exclaimed they, ^Mhe prediction is accemplishedy 
which was pronounced at the Urfli of fioaMKl. He 
has been seated on the throne, and the kingdom hat 
sufiered downfiill and disgrace by bis defeat and cap* 
tivity. Comfort yourselves, O Moslems! The evil 
day has passed by ; the fates are satisfied: the sceptre 
which has been broken in the feeble band of Boabdil, 
is destined to resume its foitner power and sway in 
the vigorous grasp of Aben Hassan.** 
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The people were struck with the witdom of these 
words: they rejoiced that the baleful prediction^ 
which had so long hung over them, was at an end ; 
and declared, that none but Muley Aben Hassan had 
the valor and capacity necessary for the protection 
of the lungdom, in this time of trouble. 

The longer the captivity of Boabdil contin^ed, the 
greater grew the popularity of his father. One cit)' 
after another renewed allegiance to him; for power 
attracts power, and fortune creates fortune. At 
length he was enabled to return to Granada, and 
establish himself once more in the Alhambra. At 
his approachi his repudiated spouse, the sultana 
Ayxa, gaUiered together the family and treasures of 
her captive son, and retired, witfi a handful of tho 
nobles, into the Albaycin, the rival quarter of the 
city, the inhabitants of which still retained feelings 
of loyalty to Boabdil. Here she fortified herself, and 
held the semblance of a court in the name of her 
son. The fierce Muley Aben Hassan would have 
willingly carried fire and sword into this factious 
quarter of the capital; but he dared not confide in 
bis new and uncertain popularity. Many of tlic 
nobles detested him for his past cruelty; and a lai^c 
portion of the soldiery, beside many of the people of 
his own party, respected the virtues of Ayxa la Horra, 
and pitied the misfortunes of Boabdil. 

Granada therefore presented the singular spectacle 
of two sovereignties within the same city. The old 
king fortified himself in the lofly towers of the A1-. 
hambra, as much against his own subjects as against 
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the christians ; while Ayxa, with the zeal of a moth- 
er's affection, which waxes warmer and warmer 
towards her offspring when in adversity, still main- 
tained the standard of Boabdil on the rival fortress 
of the Alcazaba, and kept his powerful faction alive 
within the walb of the Albaycin. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

CapHviip of BoabdU el Ckico. 

The unfortunate Boabdil remained a prisoner, 
closelj guarded, in the castle of Vaena, From the 
towers of his prison, he beheld the town below filled 
with armed men; and the lofty hill on which it was 
built, girdled by massive walls and ramparts, on 
which a vigilant watch was maintained night and 
day. The mountains around were studded with 
watch-towers, overlooking the lonely roads which 
led to Granada, so that a turban could not stir over 
the border without the alarm being given, and the 
whole country put on the alert. Boabdil saw that 
there was no hope of escape from such a fortress, 
and that any attempt to rescue him would be equally 
in vain. His heart was filled with anxiety, as he 
thought on the confusion and ruin which his captivity 
must cause in his affairs ; while sorrows of a softer 
kind overcame his fortitude, as he thought on the 
evils it might bring upon his family. 

The count de Cabra, though he maintained the 
most vigilant guard over his royal prisoner, yet treat- 
ed him with profound deference ; he had appointed 
the noblest apartments in the castle for his abode, 
and sought in every way to cheer him during his 
captivity. A few days only had passed away, when 
missives arrived from the Castilian sovereigns. Fer- 
dinand had been transported with joy at hearing of 
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the capture of the Moorinh monarch, teeing the deep 
and politic uses that miglit be made of auch an 
event ; but the magnanimoun spirit of Isabella was 
filled .with compassion for the unfortunate captive. 
Their messages to Boabdil were full of sympathj 
and consolation, breathing that high and gentle cour- 
tesy which dwells in noble minds. 

This magnanimity in his foe cheered the dejected 
spirit of the captive monarch. ** Tell my sovereigns, 
the king and qucen,^^ said he to the messenger, ^ that 
I cannot be unhappy, being in the power of such 
high and mighty princes, especially since they par- 
take so laiigcly of that grace and goodness which 
Allah bestows upon the monarchs whom he greatly 
loves. Tell them further, that I had long thought of 
submitting myself to their sway, to receive the king* 
dom of Granada from their hands, in the same man- 
ner that my ancestor received it from king John II., 
father to the gracious queen. My greatest sorrow, in 
this my captivity, is, that I must appear to do that 
from force, which I would (ain have done from in- 
clination.^^ 

In the mean time, Muley Aben Hassan, finding the 
' faction of his son still formidable in Granada, was 
anxious to consolidate his power, by gaining posses- 
sion of the person of Boabdil. For this purpose, he 
sent an embassy to the Catholic monarchs, oflfering 
large terms for the ransom, or rather the purchase, ot 
his ••n; proposing, among other conditions, to release 
the count of Cifuentes and nine other of his most 
distinguished captives, and to enter into a treaty of 
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confederacy with the lovereigM. Neither did the 
implaceble btber mike enjr icniple of testifying bif 
indiflference whether hit ion were delivered up alire 
or dead, so that hiii person were placed aMiaredlj 
within hii power. 

The humane heart of Isabella revolted at the idea 
of giving up the unfortunate prince into the hands of 
his most unnatural and inveterate enemy : a disdain- 
ful refusal was tlierefore returned to the old monarch, 
whose message had been couclied in a vaunting 
spirit. He was informed that the Castiliau sove- 
reigns would listen to no proposals of peace from 
Muley Aben Hassan, until Ik5 should lay down his 
arms, and ofler tliem in all humiUty. 

Overtures in a different spirit were made by the 
mother of Boabdil, the Sultana Ayxa la I f orra, with 
the concurrence of the party wliich still remained 
faithful to him. It was thereby proposed, Uiat Ma- 
homet Abdalla, otherwise called Boabdil, should hold 
his crown as vassal to the Caslilian sovereigns, pay- 
ing an annual tribute, and releaiting seventy christian 
captives annually, for five yean: tliut be should, 
moreover, pay a large sum, upon the spot, for liin 
ransom, and at tlie same time give freedom to four 
hundred christians to be chosen by tlie king; thai he 
should also engage to be always ready to rernler niHi- 
tary aid, and should come to the CorleM, or assem- 
blage of nobles and distinguished vHKiiuls of tlie 
crown, wlienever summoned. His only son, and the 
sons of twelve distinguislusd Moorish houses, were 
to be delivered as lu>slages. 
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King Ferdinand was at Cordovaf when he received 
this proposition. Queen Isabella was absent at the 
time. He was anxious to consult her in so moment- 
ous an affair ; or rather, he was fearful of proceeding 
too precipitately, and not drawing from this fortunate 
event all the advantage of which it was susceptible. 
Without returning any reply, therefore, to the mis- 
sion, he sent missives to the castle of Vaena, where 
Boabdil remained in courteous durance of the brave 
count de Cabra, ordering that the captive monarch 
should be brought to Cordova. 

The count de Cabra set out, with his illustrious 
prisoner; but when he arrived at Cordova, king 
Ferdinand declined seeing the Moorish monarch. 
He was still undetermined what course to pursue,*- 
whether to retain him prisoner, set him at liberty on 
ransom, or treat him with politic magnanimity ; and 
each course would require a different kind of recep- 
tion. Until this point should be resolved, therefore, 
he gave him in charge to Martin de Alarcon, alcayde 
of the ancient fortress of Porcuna, with orders to 
guard him strictly, but to treat him with the distinc* 
tion and deference due unto a prince. These com- 
mands were strictly obeyed; and, with the exception 
of being restrained in his liberty, the monarch was as 
nobly entertained as he could have been in his regal 
palace at Granada. 

Ill the mean time, Ferdinand availed himself of 
this critical moment, while Granada was distracted 
with factions and dissensions, and before he had con- 
cluded any treaty with Boabdil, to make a puissant 
" Vol. I N 19 
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ind otteotatioos inrotd into the vorj heart of the 
Idiigdom, at ttie head of hit mott iUustriotie noblei. 
He Mcked and deitfoyed several towM and caitleti 
and eitended his imTages to the werj gates of Gra- 
nada. Old Malej Aben Hassan did not venture to 
oppose Unu His city was filled with troops, but he 
was oncertain of ibtAr aflfection. He dreaded, that 
shottld be sally forth, the gpstes of Granada might be 
closed agsinst him by ttie Atction of ttie Albaycin. 

The old Moor stood on ttie Mty tower of the 
Alhaabra, (says Antonio Agapida,) grinding his 
teedit and feansing like a tigsr shut up in his cage, 
as he bdield ttie glittering battalions of the christians 
wheding abont the vega, and the standard of the 
eioas shining forth firom among the smolce of infidel 
villages and hamlets. The most CathoHe king (con- 
tinues Agapida,) would gladly have continued this 
righteous ravage, but his munitions began to fail. 
Satisfied, therefiwe, with having laid waste the coun- 
tiy of the enemy, and insulted old Muley Aben Has- 
san in his very capital, he returned to Cordova cover- 
ed with laurels, and his army laden with spoils ; and 
now bethought himself of coming to an immediate 
decision, in regard to his royal prisoner. 
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< lIAriTJi XX. 

A iirATHi«v rmwfiittuMi whn \%^\A by kitiK Kt«r<ti- 
immi ih Uin nnotmtt city of (\mlovii, romponotl of 
nf^vrnil of the nmut rt^vrrt^iui prvlnteN ntul r«)tmwn«<l 
(Mvnlifitu of <h<« kin|t<lom, to tit^tt^rmiht^ iipoh thti fii(« 
of (hr^ iihfoHiiimtti HomImIU, 

Don Alohy;tt dvi ('otnlf^tm, (hn worthy Mniter of 
Strntin^o, wmm oho of the Atftt who gnvo hiii e.ounii«li 
t If" wun M piouH Atul Kriiloun knight, riitid in hln devo- 
tion to th0 fuith) tiiul hin holy Krtil htid b^ten iiiflnmed 
to |m« uliut* vohomnuct^f ninety hin tlUtiitraaR crunnde 
u^utn^ (ho mouuttiihii of MttlA|{M. Up. i\\^e\^\P\\ with 
unlor MKniuMt uny rom|m)mi«e or rompArt with ttio 
inliilcU: the objitct of thiit wnr, he ob«ervml, wad imt 
tho imbjfi^tit)n of the" Meem^ but their utter ex|n»liiian 
i\^m\ (ho Iniuii Ml thut titerti tuiitht im hn^t remnlu 
M Kiitglr uttiih of Mnhtuuetiiuiiim tl)reu(tht>ut cliriitinn 
S|miu. tie ^tivo it tiff hiN opinion^ thert^fbre, thnt the 
rnptivvi k\\\^ ougitt not to hp Ket At hberty, 

Uodt'riitt) Ponir \\p l.m>n, thn VAliAUt mAr<]uei of 
Cttdi«, on the contmrvi upoke wwrmly for tlie releA«e 
of IloAbdil. He pronounced it a nieAnure of «ound 
\n\\\py, rvon if done without oonditlonn. It would 
tend to kerp up the civil WAr in tirwmdA, which waa 
Aff A \\\v. connunnnR the entrAiU of the enen\y, And 
rtlectinjt more for the intei^ent* of SpAin, without 
rxpenur* thun aII the eoiu|ue«ta of W^ ArmN. 
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TIh; grnnci canliiial of Spain, Ihm Pedro GonzA- 
Icz dc Mf:iido/a, coincided in opinion with the mar- 
qiieii of ('adiz. Nay, (added that pioim prelate and 
politic. fitateHinan,) it would he sound witdom to fu^ 
nifth the Moor with men and money, and all other 
nercfmarics, to promote the civil war in (iranada: by 
thin meanii would be produced great benefit to the 
Kervirc of Goii, iiinre wt; are aMured by hid infallible 
word, that **a kingdom divided againnt itnelf cannot 
ntand/'* 

Ferdinand weiglied tlime counnelfi in hin mind, but 
wan Alow in coming to a decifiion ; he was religiously 
attentive to his own interests, (ohservfm Fray Antonio 
Agapida,) knowing himself to he but an instrument 
of Providence in this holy war, and that, therefore, 
in consulting his own advantage he was promoting 
the interests of the faith. 7'he opinion of queen 
Isabella relieved him from his perplexity. That 
high-minded princess was zealous for the promotion 
of the faith, but not for thi; extermination of the in- 
fidels. The Moorish kings had held their thrones as 
vassals to her progenitors; she was content at pres- 
ent to accord the same privilege, and that the royal 
prisoner should be liberated on condition of becom- 
ing a vassal to the crown. Hy this means might be 
cflcctcd the deliverance of many christian captives, 
who were languishing in Moorish chains. 

King Ferdinand adopted the magnanimous measure 
recommended by the queen; but he accompanied it 

* BalasAr. Cronic* dol Gran Cardinal, p. 188. 
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with several shrewd conditioas; exacting trihute, 
mihtarj services, and safe passage and maintenance 
for christian troops, throughout the places which 
should adhere to Boahdil. The captive king readily 
submitted to these stipulations, and swore, after the 
manner of his faith, to observe them with exactitude. 
A truce was arranged for two years, during which 
the Castilian sovereigns engaged to maintain him on 
his throne, and to assist him in recovering all places 
which he had lost during his captivity. 

When Boahdil el Chico had solemnly agreed to 
this arrangement, in the castle of Porcuna, prepara- 
tions were made to receive him in Cordova in regal 
style. Superb steeds richly caparisoned, and rai- 
ment of brocade, and silk, and the most costly cloths, 
with all other articles of sumptuous array, were fur- 
nished to him and to fifty Moorish cavaliers, who had 
come to treat for his ransom, that he might appear 
in state befitting the monarch of Granada, and the 
most distinguished vassal of the Castilian sovereigns. 
Money also was advanced to maintain him in suitable 
grandeur, during his residence at the Castilian court, 
and his return to his dominions. ' Finally, it was or- 
dered by the sovereigns, that when he came to Cor- 
dova, all the nobles and dignitaries of the court 
should go forth to receive him, 

A question now arose among certain of those an- 
cient and experienced men, who grow gray about a 
court in the profound study of forms and ceremonials, 
with whom a point of punctilio is as a vast political 
right, and who contract a sublime and awful idea of 

N2 
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the external dignity of the thronir. Certain of these 
court Mges propounded the momentouf question, 
whether the Mooriiih monarch, conning to do horn* 
age an a vaAfial, ought not to kneel and kifM the hand 
of tlie king. Thin was immediately decided in the 
affirmative, hy a lai^ge ntimher of ancient cavalierf, 
accustomed (says Antonio Agapida,) to the lofty 
punctilio of our most dignified court and transcend- 
ant sovereignn. The king, therefore, was informed 
by those who arranged the ceremonials, that when 
the Moorish monarch appeared in his presence, he 
was expected to extend his royal hand to receive the 
kiss of homage. 

** 1 should certainly do so,^^ replied king Ferdinand, 
^*were he at liberty, and in his own kingdom; but I 
certainly shall not do so, seeing that he is a prisoner 
and in mine.^^ 

The courtiers loudly applauded the magnanimity 
of this reply; though many condemned it in secret, 
as savoring of too much gerieroHity towards an infi- 
del; and the worthy Jesuit, Fray Antonio Agapida, 
fully concurs in their opinion. 

The Moorish king entered Cordova with his little 
train of faithful knights, and escorted by all the 
nobility and chivalry of the Castilian court. He was 
conducted, with great state and ceremony, to the 
royal palace. When he came in presetice of Ferdi- 
nand, he knelt and offered to kiss his hand, not 
merely in homage as his subject, but in gratitude for 
his liberty. Ferdinand declined the token of vas- 
salage, and raised him graciously from the earth. An 



THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA. 151 

interpreter began, in the name of Boabdil, to laud 
the magnanimity of the Castilian monarch, and to 
promise the most implicit submission. ^'Enough,^^ 
said king Ferdinand, interrupting the interpreter in 
the midst of his harangue: ** there is no need of 
these compliments. 1 trust in his integrity, that he 
will do every thing becoming a good man and a 
good king.^^ Witli these words, he received Boabdil 
el Chico into his royal friendship and protection 
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CHAPTER XXL 
Return of Boabdil from capOmip, 

In the month of August, a noble Moor, of the race 
of the Abencerrages, arrived with a splendid retinue 
at the city of Cordova, bringing with him the son of 
Boabdil el Chico, and other of the noble youth of 
(jranada, as hostages for the fulfilment of the terms 
of ransom* When the Moorish king beheld his son, 
his only child, who was to remain in his stead, a sort 
of captive in a hostile land, he folded him in his arms 
and wept over him. ^^ Wo the day that I was bom !^^ 
exclaimed he, " and evil the stars that presided at my 
birth I Well was I called Kl Zogoybi, or the unlucky; 
for sorrow is heaped upon me by my father, and sor- 
row do I transmit to my sonP^ The afflicted heart 
of Boabdil, however, was Hoothed by (he kindness 
of the christian sovereigns, who received the hostage 
prince with a tenderness suited to his age, and a dis- 
tinction worthy of his rank* They delivered him in 
charge to the worthy alcayde Martin de Alarcon, who 
had treated his father with such court cny during \m 
confinement in (he castle of Porcuna, giving orders, 
that, ttfler the departure of the latter, hJH son should 
be entertained with great honor and princely atten- 
tion, in the same fortress. 

On the 2d of September, n guard of honor assem- 
bled at the gate of the mansion of Boabdil, to escort 
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him to the frontiers of his kingdom. He pressed his 
child to his heart at parting, but he uttered not a 
word ; for there were many christian eyes, to behold 
his emotion. He mounted his steed, and never turn- 
ed his head to look again upon the youth ; but those 
who were near him observed the vehement struggle 
that shook his frame, wherein the anguish of the father 
had well nigh subdued the studied equanimity of the 
king. 

Boabdil el Chico and king Ferdinand sallied forth, 
side by side, from Cordova, amidst the acclamations 
of a prodigious multitude. When they were a short 
distance from the city, they separated, with many 
gracious expressions on the part of the Castilian 
monarch, and many thankful acknowledgments from 
his late captive, whose heart had been humbled by 
adversity. Ferdinand departed for Guadalupe, and 
Boabdil for Granada. The latter was accompanied 
by a guard of honor ; and the viceroys of Andalusia, 
and the generals on the frontier, were ordered to 
furnish him with escorts, and to show him all possible 
honor on his journey. In this way he was conducted 
in royal state through the country he had entered to 
ravage, and was placed in safety in his own do- 
minions. 

He was met on the frontier by the principal nobles 
and cavaliers of his court, who had been secretly sent 
by his mother, the sultana Ayxa, to escort him to the 
capital. The heart of Boabdil was lifted up for a 
moment, when he found himself on his own territo- 
ries, surrounded by Moslem knights, with his own 
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standards waving over his head; and he began to 
doubt the predictions of the astrologers: he soon 
found cause, however, to moderate his exultation. 
The loyal train which had come to welcome him, 
was but scanty in number, and he missed many of 
his most zealous and obsequious courtiers. He had 
returned, indeed, to his kingdom, but it was no longer 
the devoted kingdom he had left. The story of his 
vassalage to the christian sovereigns, had been made 
use of by his father to ruin him with the people. He 
had been represented as a traitor to his country, a 
renegado to his faith, and as leagued with the enemies 
of both, to subdue the Moslems of Spain to the yoke 
of christian bondage. In this way, the mind of the 
public had been turned from him; the greater part 
of the nobility had thronged round the throne of his 
father in the Alhambra; and his mother, the resolute 
sultana Ayxa, with difficulty maintained her faction 
in the opposite towers of the Alcazaba. 

Such was the melancholy picture of affairs given 
to Boabdil by the courtiers who had come forth to 
meet him. They even informed him that it would 
be an enterprise of difficulty and danger to make his 
way back to the capital, and regain the little court 
which still remained faithful to him in the heart of 
the city. The old tiger, Muley Aben Hassan, lay 
couched within the Alhambra, and the walls and 
gates of the city were strongly guarded by his troops. 
Boabdil shook his head, at these tidings. He called 
to mind the ill omen of his breaking his lance against 
the gate of Elvira, when issuing forth so vain-gloriously 
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with his army, which he now saw clearly had fore- 
boded the destruction of that army on which he had 
so confidently relied. " Henceforth," said he, " let 
no man have the impiety to scoff at omens." 

Boabdil approached his capital by stealth, and in 
the night, prowling about its wails, like an enemy 
seeking to destroy, rather than a monarch returning 
to his throne. At length he seized upon a postern- 
gate of the Albaycin, — that part of the city which 
had always been in his favor; he passed rapidly 
through the streets before the populace were aroused 
from their sleep, and reached in safety the fortress 
of the Alcazaba. Here he was received into the 
embraces of his intrepid mother, and his favorite wife 
Morayma. The transports of the latter, on the safe 
return of her husband, were mingled with tears ; for 
she thought of her father, Ali Atar, who had fallen in 
his cause, and of her only son, who was left a hostage 
in die hands of the christians. 

The heart of Boabdil, softened by his misfortunes, 
was moved by the changes in every thing round him; 
but his mother called up his spirit '^This," said 
she, ^^ is no time for tears and fondness. A king must 
think of his sceptre and his throne, and not yield to 
softness Uke common men. Thou hast done well, 
my son, in throwing thyself resolutely into Granada: 
it must depend upon thyself, whether thou remain 
here a king or a captive." 

The old king Muley Aben Hassan had retired to 
his couch that night, in one of the strongest towers 
of the Alhambra; but his restless anxiety kept him 
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from repose. In the fint watch of the nighty he 
heard a shout faintly rising from the quarter of Ae 
Albaycin, which is on the opposite side of the deep 
valley of the Darro. Shortly afterwards, horsemen 
came galloping up the hill that leads to the main gate 
of the Alhambra, spreading the alarm that Boabdil 
had entered the city and possessed himself of the 
Alcazaba. 

In the first transports of his rage, the old king 
would have struck the messenger to earth. He 
hastily summoned his counsellors and commanders, 
exhorting them to stand by him in this critical mo- 
ment; and, during the night, made every preparation 
to enter the Albaycin sword in hand in the morning. 

In the mean time, the sultana Ayxa had taken 
prompt and vigorous measures to strengthen her 
party. The Albaycin was the part of the city filled 
by the lower orders. The return of Boabdil was 
proclaimed throughout the streets, and laige sums 
of money were distributed among the populace. The 
nobles, assembled in the Alcazaba, were promised 
honors and rewards by Boabdil, as soon as he should 
be firmly seated on the throne. These well-timed 
measures had the customary effect; and, by day- 
break, all the motley populace of the Albaycin were 
in arms. 

A doleful day succeeded. All Granada was a scene 
of tumult and horror. Drums and trumpets resounded 
in every part; all business was interrupted; the shops 
were shut, the doors barricadocd. Armed bands 
paraded the streets, some shouting for Boabdil, and 
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some for Muley Aben Hassan. When they encoun- 
tered each other, they fought furiously and without 
mercy; every public square became a scene of battle. 
The great mass of the lower orders was in favor of 
Boabdil, but it was a multitude without discipline or 
lofty spirit; part of the people was regularly armed, 
but the greater number had sallied forth with the 
implements of their trade. The troops of the old 
king, among whom were many cavaliers of pride and 
valor, soon drove the populace from the squares. 
They fortified tliemselves, however, in the streets 
and lanes, which they barricadoed. They made 
fortresses of their houses, and fought desperately from 
the windows and the roofs, and many a warrior of the 
highest blood of Granada was laid low by plebeian 
hands and plebeian weapons, in this civic brawl. 

It wus impossible that such violent convulsions 
should hist long, in the heart of a city. The people 
soon longed for repose, and a return to their peace- 
ful occupations; and the cavaliers detested these 
conflicts with the multitude, in which there were all 
the horrors of war without its laurels. By the inter- 
ference of the alfaquis, an armistice was at length 
etFected. Boabdil was persuaded that there was no 
dependence upon the inconstant favor of the multi- 
tude, and was prevailed upon to quit a capital where 
he could only maintain a precarious seat upon his 
throne by a perpetual and bloody struggle. He fixed 
his court at the city of Almeria, which was entirely 
devoted to him, and which, at that time, vied with 
Granada in splendor and importance. This com- 
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promiie of grandeur for tranquillity, howeTer, was 
•orely against the counielf of his proud-spirited moth- 
er, the sultana Ajxau Granada appeared, in her eyes, 
the only legitimate seat of dominion; and she ob- 
served, with a smile of disdain, that he was not 
worthy of being called a monarch, who was not 
master of his capital 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

Foray of the Moorish Alcaydes^ and haiUe rf Lopera. 

Though Muley Aben Hassan had regained undi« 
vided sway over the city of Granada, and the alfaquis, 
by his command, had denounced his son Doabdil as 
an apostate, and as one doomed by Heaven to misfor- 
tune, still the latter had many adherents among the 
common people. Whenever, therefore, any act of 
the old monarch was displeasing to the turbulent 
multitude, they were prone to give him a bint of the 
slippery nature of his standing, by shouting out the 
imme of Boabdil el Chico. Long experience had 
instructed Muley Aben Hassan in the character of 
the inconstant people over whom he ruled. ^^ Alia 
AchbarP^ exclaimed he, *^God is great; but a suc« 
cessful inroad into the country of the unbelievers, 
will make more converts to my cause than a thou- 
sand texts of the Koran, expounded by ten thousand 
alfaquis.^^ 

At this time king Ferdinand was absent from An- 
dalusia on a distant expedition, with many of his 
troops. The moment was favorable for a foray, and 
Muley Aben Hassan cast about his thoughts for a 
leader to conduct it. AH Atar, the terror of the 
border, the scourge of Andalusia, was dead; but there 
was another veteran general, scarce inferior to him 
for predatory warfare. This was old Bexir, the gray 
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and rrnfty alcnydn of Malawi ; and tho people; under 
\m rommand wen; ripe for an expedition of (lie kind. 
The dignal defirat and iilaughtisr oftlie Spaninli knightji 
in the neighboring monntainH had filled the people 
of Malaga with ranity and aclf-conecit. They had 
attributed to their own valor the defeat which had 
been cauaed by the niiturc of the rountry. Many of 
them wore the armor and paraded in public with the 
homea of tlic unfortunate ca?alieni ulain on that orca- 
fiion, which they vauntingly dinplaynd nn the trophic* 
of their boaNte^ victory. They had talked themdelvei 
into a conic;mpt for tlie chivalry of Andaliinia, and 
were impatient for an opportunity to overrun a 
country defendoil by luch troopn. Thi«, Muley Aben 
Hassan considered a favorable state of mind to insure 
a daring inroad, and he sent orders to old I3exir to 
gather together his people and the choicest warriors 
of the borders, and to carry fire and sword into the 
very heart of Andalusia. The wary old tiexir imme- 
diately dispatched his emissaries among the alcaydes 
of the border towns, calling upon them to assemble 
with -their troops at the city of Ronda, clone upon 
the christian frontier. 

Ronda was the most virulent nest of Mooriiih depre- 
dators in the whole border country. It was situated 
in the midst of the wild Serrania, or chain of moun- 
tains of the same name, which are uncommonly loAy, 
broken, and precipitous. It stood on an almoHt 
isolated rock, nearly encircled by a deep valley, or 
rather chasm, through which ran the beautiful river 
called Rio Verde. The Moors of this city were the 
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active, robiiHt, aiul warliko of all the moun- 
01*8, and their very children dischargod tho crOM- 

wiUi unerring aim. They were inceuantly 
Sitting the rich plaihM of Andalusia; their city 
indrd with christian spoils, and their deep dun« 
H were crowded with christian captives, who 
it High in vain for deliverance from this impreg- 
e fortreflH. Such was Honda in the time of the 
rs; and it has ever retained something of the 
*. churncter, even to tlie present day. Its inhab* 
H continue to be among the boldest, fiercest, and 

adventurous of the Andalusian mountaineers; 
the Serrunia de Honda is famous as the most dan- 
UK rcHort of the bandit and tho contrabandista. 
anict Zeli, surnamed El Zegri, was tho com- 
iler of tluH belligerent city and its fierce inhabit- 
] le was of the tribe of the Zegries, and one 
le most proud and daring of that warlike race. 
(le the inhabitants of Ronda, he had a legion of 
:un Moors in his immediate service. They were 
le tribe of the Gomeres, mercenary troops, whose 
African blood had not yet been tempered by tho 
r living of Spain, and whose whole business was 
j;lu. These he kept always well armed and well 
)inted. The rich pasturage of the valley of 
da produced a breed of horses famous for strength 
speed ; no cavalry, therefore, was better mounted 
. the band of Gomeres. Rapid on tlie march 
e in the attack, it would sweep down upon the 
alusian plains like a sudden blast from the moun« 
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(uiriH, anil piiM awiiy an Htiihl(?iily, before there 
lime for piiniuit. 

TlHTr wuH iiolliiii^ (hut HiirnMl up (Ih* fipirit of the 
MoorH of (hr froiitirn iiion? tlioroiit^lily thmi the idet 
of a foray. The HiimiiioiiH of Hfxir whh f<ladly obeyed 
by (h<; alcaydi'H of i]w. l>ord(rr towiiH, and in a little 
while th(*re waM a force of fifteen hundred honie and 
four thouNand fool, Ihe very pith and marrow of (lie 
Hurroiindin^; eountry, ahnenihled within the wrIIh of 
Honda. 'I'he people of the place anticipated with 
ea^eniettN the rich Mpoiln of AndaluNia, that were itooii 
to crowd their gateH; throughout the day, the city 
reHounded with the noiHe of kettle-dniin and trum|>et; 
the hi^h-tnetthsd hU^vAn Mtarrrjied and nei^lled in their 
NtallN, aH if they Hhared the: impatience for the foray; 
whih: the chrihtian captives niched, an the varied din 
of preparation reachcMl to their rocky dunf^eouM, de- 
noting that a frenh nivuge waH preparing againnt their 
countrymen. 

Thit infidel ho.st Halhed forth full of HpiritH, antici- 
pating an eaHy nivage and abundant booty. They 
encouraged each other in a contempt for the prow€*M 
of (he foe. Many of the warriorH of Malaga, and of 
Mome of the moiintain Iowum, had iuHultingly arrayed 
thetnHelvfiH in the Hplenc^d armor of the christian 
knightH Hiain or taken priHonerH in the famous mas- 
Hacre, and Home of them rode the AridaluMian «tecd« 
which had been captured on that occaNion. 

The wary Hexir had concerted Ihh plauM no Hcerctly 
and expeditiouHly, that the chrihtian townii of Anda- 
lusia had not the leant HUMpicion of the Ntomi that liad 



gfiHicrfHl beyond the mountRihR. The vnst nnd rm^ky 
nxu^K' of (ho Sernuiin do Rondu exleiuled like n screen, 
covf^ing nil their movements from ohiicrvntion. 

The nrmy miidc it9 way nn nipidly nii (ho rugged 
nndire o(* (he nioun(ninK would perttiK, guided by 
Hiune( el Zegri, the bold iilrnyde of Ilondn, who 
knew every piisis^ nnd de(ile: not a drum, nor tlw 
cluRh of II ( ymbtil, nor the bindt of u trumpet, was 
permitted to be heard. The mami of war rolled 
quietly on nn the gathering cloud to the brow of the 
mountain;*, intending to bunt down like the thunder- 
bolt upon the plain. 

Never h^t the most wary commander fancy himself 
secun* fn>m discovery; for rockn have eyes, and trees 
liave curs, and the binis of the air have tongues, to 
l>etn»y the most secn^t enti^rprise. There chanced 
nt (his time to be six christian scouts, prowling about 
the savage heights of the Serrania de Uonda. They 
wen> of that kind of lawless ruflians who infest the 
bordci-s of helligi?rent countrit^s, nsady at any time to 
tight for pay, or pmwl for plunder. Tlic wild moun- 
tain passes of Spain have ever alunmded with loose 
nimbling vagabonds of the kind, — soldiers in war, 
robbers in peace; guides, gtiards, smugglers, or cut- 
throats, according to the circumstances of the case. 

These six marauders (says Fray Antonio Agapida) 
were on this occasion chosen instruments, sanctified 
by (he righteousness of their cause. They were 
lurking among the mountains, to entrap Moorish 
cattle or Moorish prisoners, both of which were 
equally saleable in the christian market. They had 
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ascended one of the loftiest clifis, and were looking 
out like birds of prey, ready to pounce upon any 
thing that might offer in the valley, when they de- 
scried the Moorish army emerging from a mountain 
glen. They watched it in silence as it wound below 
them, remarking the standards of the various towns 
and the pennons of tlic commanders. They hovered 
about it on its march, skulking from clifTto cliff*, until 
they saw the route by which it intended to enter the 
christian country. They then dispersed, each mak- 
ing his way by the secret passes of the mountains ttf 
some different alcayde, that they might spread the 
alarm far and wide, and each get a separate reward. 

One hastened to Luis Fernandez Puerto Carrero, 
the same valiant alcayde who had repulsed Muley 
Aben Hassan from the walls of Alhama, and who 
now commanded at Ecija, in the absence of the 
Master of Santiago. Others roused the town of 
Utrera, and the places of that neighborhood, putting 
them all on the alert. 

Puerto Carrero was a cavalier of consummate vigor 
and activity. He immediately sent couriers to the 
alcaydes of the neighboring fortresses ; to Herman 
Carrello, captain of a body of the Holy Brotherhood, 
and to certain knights of the order of Alcantara. 
Puerto Carrero was the first to take the field. Know- 
ing the hard and hungry service of these border 
scampers, he made every man take a hearty repast, 
and sec that his horse was well shod and perfectly 
appointed. Then all being refreshed and in valiant 
heart, he sallied forth to seek the Moors. He had 



THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA. 165 

bat a handful of men, the retainers of hta household 
and troops of hiH captaincy; but they were well 
armed and mounted, and accustomed to the sudden 
rouses of tlic border; men whom Ihe cry of "Arm 
and out t to horse and to the field P^ was sufficient 
at any time to put in a fever of animation. 

While the northern part of Andalusia was thus on 
the alert, one of the scouts had hastened southward 
to the city of Xcrcs, and given the alarm to the 
valiant marques of Cadiz. When the marques heard 
that the Moor was over the border, and that the 
standard of Malaga was in the advance, his heaK 
bounded with a momentary joy ; for he rennembcred 
the massacre in the mountains, where his valiant 
brothers had been mangled before his eyes. The 
very authors of his calamity were now at hand, and 
he flattered himself that the day of vengeance had 
arrived. lie made a hasty levy of his retainers and 
of the fighting men of Xeres, and hurried off with 
three hundred horse and two hundred foot, all reso- 
lute men and panting for revenge. 

In the mean time, the veteran Bexir had accom- 
plished his march, as he imagined, undiscovered. 
From the openings of the craggy defiles, he pointed 
out the fertile plains of Andalusia, and regaled the 
eyes of his soldiery with the rich country tliey were 
about to ravage. The fierce Gomeres of Ronda 
were flushed with joy at the sight ; and even their 
steeds seemed to prick up their ears and snuflT the 
breeze, as they belield the scenes of their frequent 
forays. 
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When they came to where the mountain defile 
opened into the low land, Bexir divided his force 
into three parts: one, composed of foot-soldiers and 
of such as were weakly mounted, he left to guard 
the pass, being too experienced a veteran not to know 
the importance of securing a retreat: a second body 
he placed in ambush, among the groves and thickets 
on the banks of the river Lopera: the third, consist- 
ing of light cavalry, he sent forth to ravage the Cam- 
pifia, or great plain of Utrera. Most of this latter 
force was composed of the fiery Gomeres of Ronda, 
mounted on the fleet steeds bred among the moun- 
tains. It was led by the bold alcayde Hamet el 
Ziegri, who was ever eager to be foremost in the 
forage. Little suspecting that the country on both 
sides was on the alarm, and rushing from all direc- 
tions to close upon them in rear, this fiery troop 
dashed forward until they came within two leagues 
of Utrera. Here they scattered themselves about 
the plain, careering round the great herds of cattle 
and flocks of sheep, and sweeping them into droves, 
to be hurried to the mountains. 

While they were thus dispersed in every direction, 
a troop of horse and body of foot from Utrera came 
suddenly upon them. The Moors rallied together in 
small parties, and endeavored to defend themselves; 
but they were without a leader, for Hamet el Zegri 
was at a distance, having, like a hawk, made a wide 
circuit in pursuit of prey. The marauders soon gave 
way and fled towards the ambush on the banks of the 
Lopera, being hotly pursued by the men of Utrera. 
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When they reached the Lopera, the Moors in am- 
bush rushed forth with furious cries; and the fugi- 
tives, recovering courage from this reinforcement, 
rallied and turned upon their pursuera. The chris- 
tians stood their ground, though greatly inferior in 
number. Their lances were soon broken, and they 
came to sharp work with sword and scimitar. The 
christians fought valiantly, but were in * danger of 
being overwhelmed. The bold Hamet had collected 
a handful of his scattered Gomeres, and, leaving his 
prey, had galloped towards the scene of action. His 
little troop of horsemen had reached the crest of a 
rising ground at no great distance, when trumpets 
were heard in another direction, and Luis Fernandez 
Puerto Carrero and his followers came galloping into 
the field, and charged upon the infidels in flank. 

The Moors were astounded at finding war thus 
breaking upon tliem, from various quarters of what 
they had expected to find an unguarded country. 
They fought for a short time with desperation, and 
resisted a vehement assault from the knights of Alcan- 
tara, and the men-at-arms of the Holy Brotherhood. 
At length the veteran Bexir was stnick from his 
horse by Puerto Carrero, and taken prisoner, and the 
whole force gave way and fled. In their flight, they 
separated, and took two roads to the mountains, 
thinking, by dividing their forces, to distract the 
enemy. The christians were too few to separate. 
Puerto Carrero kept them t(^ether, pursuing one 
division of the enemy with great slaughter. This 
battle took place at the fountain of the fig-tree, near 
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to the Lopera. Six hundred Moorish caralien were 
slain, and many taken prisoners. Much spoil wu 
collected on the field, with which the christian! re- 
turned in triumph to their homes. 

The larger body of the enemy had retreated along 
a road leading more to the south, by the banks of the 
Guadaletc. When they reached that river, the sound 
of pursuit had died away, and they rallied to breathe 
and refresh tliemselves on the margin of the stream. 
Their force was reduced to about a thousand horse, 
and a confused multitude of foot. While they were 
scattered and partly dismounted on the banks of the 
Guadalete, a fresh storm of war burst upon them 
from an opposite direction. It was the marques of 
Cadiz, leading on his household troops and the fight- 
ing men of Xcres. When the christian warriors 
came in sight of the Moors, they were roused to fury 
at beholding many of them arrayed in the armor of 
the cavaliers who had been slain among the moun- 
tains of Malaga. Nay, some who had been in that 
defeat beheld their own armor, which they had cast 
away in their flight, to enable themselves to climb 
the mountains. Exasperated at the sight, they rush- 
ed upon the foe with the ferocity of tigers, ratlier 
than the temperate courage of cavaliers. Each man 
felt as if he were avenging the death of a relative, or 
wiping out his own disgrace. The good marques, 
limsclf, beheld a powerful Moor bestriding the horse 
f his brother Beltran : giving a cry of rage and an- 
guish at the sight, he rushed through the thickest of 
the enemy, attacked the Moor with resistless fury, 
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mad after a short combati hurled him broathlan to 
ttie earth. 

The Moors, already vanquished in spiritt could not 
withstand the assault of nnen thus madly eicited. 
They soon gave way, and fled for the defile of the 
Serrania de Ronda, where the body of troops had 
been stationed to secure a retreat These, seeing 
them come galloping wildly up the defile, with chris- 
tian banners in pursuit, and the flash of weapons at 
their deadly work, thought all Andalusia was upon 
them, and fled without awaiting an attack. The 
pursuit continued among glens and defiles; for the 
christian warriors, eager for revenge, had no com- 
passion on the foe. 

When the pursuit was over, the marques of Cadiz 
and his followers reposed themselves upon the banks 
of the Guadalete, where they divided the spoil. 
Among this were found many rich corselets, helmets, 
and weapons, — the Moorish trophies of the defeat in 
the mountains of Malaga. Several were claimed by 
their owners; others were known to have belonged 
to noble cavaliers, who had been slain or taken 
prisoners. There were several horses also, richly 
caparisoned, which had pranced proudly with the 
unfortunate warriors, as they sallied out of Antiqucra 
upon that fatal expedition. Thus the exultation of 
the victors was dashed with melancholy, and many a 
knight was seen lamenting over the helmet or corse- 
let of some loved companion in arms. 

The good martpies of Cadiz was resting under a 
tree on the banks of the Guadalete, when the horse 
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* 

whkb bad belonged to Nwi^iionNi brottier Be 
tren wu brought to U He Itld hb hand upc 
the manoi and looked v blly at the empty laddli 
His bosom heaved with ri< lent agttationi and hit li 
qaivered and was pale. ** Aj de mi t mi hermano 
(wo is mel my brotherl) was all ttiat ha said; for tl 
grief of a warrior hu not many words. He look< 
round on the field strewn wMi the bodies of the en 
my, and in the bitterness of his wo he felt consol( 
by the idea that his brother had not been unrevenge 

ZfoTit— ^En tl (Utpojo dt la BtUllt m Iraron muohta rk 
ooiMU t oapaosttf, i barbMrta dt lu qua tt KaMan ptrdido to 
Aiarquia, t otraa muohM araiaa, t algunti Aitroa oonoddaa 
ivi DtttAoi qot lai liaTiaa dtjado por Aiir, t oUtm Aitron oon 
oldati qua araa mill lafiaUdM da hombrai prinoipalai qua ha?i 
quadado muartoi a aauilToa, I Aiaron toroadoi muoHoa da 1 
mitmoi Ca?alloi oon lua liow lUlaii, do loi quo quodaron en 
Axarquia, o Aioron oonooldoo ouloo oran.** 

Curu d% Palucioi^ oap. 07. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 
Reirtat of Hamei el Xegri, Aloa^de ^ Jloiida. 



The bold alcayde of Ronda, Hamet cl Zegri^ had 
careered wide over the Campifla of Utrera, encom- 
pausing the (locks and herds, when lie heard the 
burst of war at a distance. There were with him 
but a handful of his Gomeres. He saw^the scamper 
and pursuit afar ofT, and beheld the christian horse- 
men spurring madly on towards the ambuscade on 
the banks of the Lopera. Hamet tossed his hand 
triumphantly aloft, for his men to follow him, *• The 
christian dogs are oursP^ said he, as he put spurs to 
his horse, to take the enemy in rear. 

The little band, which followed Hamet, scarcely 
amounted to thirty horsemen. They spurred across 
the plain, and reached a rising ground, just as the 
force of Puerto Carrero had charged, wiUi sound of 
trumpet, upon tlie flank of the party, in ambush. 
Hamet beheld the headlong rout of the army, with 
rage and consternation. He found the country was 
pouring forth its legions from every quarter, and 
perceived that there was no safety but in precipitate 
flight. 

But which way to fly t An army was between 
him and the mountain pass; all the forces of the 
neighborhood were rushing to the borders; the whole 
route by which he had come, was by this time occu- 
pied by the foe. He checked his steed, rose in the 
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stirrups, and rolled a stem and thoughtful eye over 
the country; then sinking into his saddle, he seemed 
to commune a moment with himself. Turning quick- 
ly to his troop, he singled out a renegado christian, 
a traitor to his religion and his king. ^^Come hither,^ 
said Hamet ''Thou knowest all the secret posse 
of the country.^* ''I do,** replied the renegada 
'' Dost thou know any circuitous route^ solitary and 
untravelled, by which we can pass wide within these 
troops, and veach the Serrania?" The renegado 
paused: ''Such a route I know, but it is full of peril, 
for it leads through the heart of the christian land/* 
" *Tis well,** said Hamet ; " the more dangerous in 
appearance, the less it will be suspected. Now 
hearken to me. Ride by my side. Thou seest this 
purse of gold, and this scimitar. Take us, by the 
route thou hast mentioned, safe to the pass of the 
Serrania, and this purse shall be thy reward ; betray 
us, and this scimitar shall cleave thee to the saddle- 
bow.*'* 

The renegado obeyed, trembling. They turned off 
from the direct road to the mountains, and struck 
southward towards Lebrixa, passing by the most 
solitary roads, and along those deep ramblas and 
ravines by which the country is intersected. It was 
indeed a daring course. Every now and then they 
heard the distant sound of trumpets, and the alarm- 
bells of towns and villages, and found that the war 
was still hurrying to the borders. They hid them- 

* Cura de lot Palacioi. Ubi. tup. 
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selves in thickets, and in the dry heds of rivers, until 
the danger had passed by, and then resumed their 
course. Hamet el Zegri rode on in silence, his hand 
upon his scimitar and his eye upon the renegado 
guide, prepared to sacrifice him on the least sign of 
treachery; while his band followed, gnawing their 
lips with rage, at having thus to skulk through a 
country they had come to ravage. 

When night fell, they struck into more practicable 
roads, always keeping wide of the villages and ham- 
lets, lest the watch-dogs should betray them. In this 
way, they passed in deep midnight by Areos, crossed 
the Guadalete, and effected their retreat to the 
mountains. The day dawned, as they made their 
way up the savage defiles. Their comrades had been 
hunted up these very glens by the enemy. Every 
now and then, they came to where there had been a 
partial fight, or a slaughter of the fugitives ; and the 
rocks were red with blood, and strewed with man- 
gled bodies. The alcayde of Ronda was almost 
frantic with rage, at seeing many of his bravest war- 
riors lying stiif and stark, a prey to the hawks and 
vultures of the mountains. Now and then some 
wretched Moor would crawl out of a cave or glen, 
whither he had fled for refuge ; for in the retreat, 
many of the horsemen had abandoned their steeds, 
throwa away their armor, and clambered up the 
cliffs, where they could not be pursued by the chris- 
tian cavalry. 

The Moorish army had sallied' forth from Ronda, 

P2 
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troidst nhouU tod acclamttioos ; but wtilingB were 
heard within its walls, at the alcayde aod bii broken 
band returned without banner or trumpet, and hag- 
gard with famine and fatigue. The tiding! of their 
disaster had preceded them, borne by the fugitirea 
of the army. No one ventured to speak to the stem 
Hamet el Zegri, as he entered the city ; for they saw 
ya dark cloud gathered upon his brow. 

It seemed (says the pious Antonio Agapida) as if 
heaven meted out this defeat in exact retribution for 
the ills inflicted upon the christian warriors in the 
heights of Malaga. It was equally signal and dis- 
astrous. Of the brilliant array of Moorish chivalry, 
which had descended so confidently into Andalusia, 
not more than two hundred escaped. The choicest 
troops of the frontier were cither taken or destroy- 
ed ; the Moorish garrisons enfeebled ; and many al- 
caydes and cavaliers of noble lineage carried into 
captivity, who were afterwards obliged to redeem 
themselves with heavy ransoms. 

This was called the battle of Lopera, and was 
fought on the 17th of September, 1483. Ferdinand 
and Isabella were at Vittoria in Old Castile, when 
they received news of the victory, and the standards 
taken from the enemy. They celebrated the event 
with processions, illuminations, and other festivities. 
Ferdinand sent to the marques of Cadiz the royal 
raiment which he had worn on that day, and con- 
ferred on him, and on all those who should inherit 
his title, the privilege of wearing royal robes on our 
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Ladj^s day, in September, in commemoration of this 
victory.* 

Queen Isabella was equally mindful of the great 
services of Don Luis Fernandez Puerto Carrero. 
Besides many encomiums and favors, she sent to his 
wife the royal vestments and robe of brocade which 
he had worn on the same day, to be worn by her, 
during her life, on the anniversary of that battle.* 

,, ■_^_l^ _ ■■ I III! - -| ~ "^ ' " 

* Mariana, Abarca, Zurita, Pulsar, &c. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. - 

Of ikt rteepiUm ai court qf the Cwmi d$ Co&ra oik 

Aleaifde ie 2o# DmmilM. 

Im the midst of the buiUo of warlike afTairs 
worthy chronicler Fray Antonio Agapida pi 
to note, with curious accuracy, the distingui 
reception given to the count de Cabra and 
nephew, the alcayde de los Donselos, at tlic sti 
and ceremonious court of the Castilian severe 
in reward for the capture of the Moorish king 
abdil. The court (he observes) was held at the 
in the ancient Moorish palace of the city of 
dova, and the ceremonials were arranged hy 
venerable prelate Don Pedro Gon/aicz de Meiu 
bishop of Toledo and grand cardinal of Sptiin. 

It was on Wednesday, the 14th of Ocioher, ( 
tinues the precise Antonio Agapida,) tlmt the 
count de Cabra, according to arrangement, uppr 
at the gate of Cordova. Here ho was met hj 
grand cardinal, and the duke of Villahertnomi, ill< 
mate brother of the king, together with many of 
first grandees and prelates of the kingdom. Hy 
august train was he attended to the paluco, un 
triumphant strains of martial music, and the hI 
of a prodigious multitude. 

When the count arrived in the presence of 
sovereigns, who were seated in state on a dai 
raised part of the hall of audience, they both ai 



TIU: CONQURST Or GRANADA. 177 

rh« kin^ ndvnnccd exactly fivo Htcpi town rd the counti 
^ho knolt luul kJMcd hit niiijeiity^M hand; but tho king 
would not rtHU'ive him as a mere vasial, but em- 
braced him with niroctionnte cordiality. The queen, 
also advanced two stepn, and received tho count witli 
a countenance full of aweetneM and benignity: after 
he had kisaed her hand, Uie king and queen returned 
to their thronen, and, cunhioni being brought, they 
ordennl the count de Cabra to bo aeated in their 
prestence. Thisi last circumstance is written in large 
letters, and followed by several notes of admiration, 
in the nmnuncript of Uie worthy Fray Antonio Agap- 
idii, who considers the extraordinary privilege of 
sitting in presence of the Catholic sovereigns an 
honor well worth fighting for. 

The good cotint took his seat at a short distance 
fix)m the king, and near him was seated the duke of 
Najera, then the bishop of Palencia, then the count 
of Aguilar, tho count Luna, and Don Gutierre de 
Cardonas, senior commander of Leon. 

On the side of the queen were seated the grand 
cardinal of Spain, the duke of Villahermosa, the 
count of Monte Key, and the bishops of Jaen and 
Cuencn, each in the order in which they are named. 
The Infanta Isabella was prevented, by indisposition, 
from attending the ceremony. 

And now festive mtisic resounded through the hall, 
and twenty ladies of tho queen^i retinue entered 
magnificently attired ; upon which twenty youthful 
cavnlierst, very gay and galliard in their array, step* 
ped forth, and, each seeking his fair partner, they 

33 
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commenced a stately dance. The court in the mean 
time, (observes Fray Antonio Agapida,) looked on 
with lofty and becoming gravity. 

When the dance was concluded, the king and 
queen rose to retire to supper, and dismissed the 
count with many gracious expressions. He was then 
attended by all the grandees present to the palace of 
the grand cardinal, where they partook of a sump- 
tuous banquet 

On the following Saturday, the alcayde de los 
Donzeles was received, likewise, with great honors ; 
but the ceremonies were so arranged, as to be a de- 
gree less in dignity than those shown to his uncle; 
the latter being considered the principal actor in this 
great achievement. Thus the grand cardinal and 
the duke of Villahermosa did not meet him at the 
gate of the city, but received him in the palace, and 
entertained him in conversation until summoned to 
the sovereigns. 

When the alcayde de los Donzeles entered the 
presence chamber, the king and queen rose from 
their chairs, but without advancing. They greeted 
him graciously, and commanded him to be seated 
next to the count de Cabra. 

The Infanta Isabella came forth to this reception, 
and took her seat beside the queen. When the court 
were all seated, the music again sounded through the 
hall, and the twenty ladies came forth as on the pre- 
ceding occasion, richly attired, but in different rai- 
ment They danced, as before; and the Infanta 
Isabella, taking a young Portuguese damsel for a part- 
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tier, joine J in the dance. When this was concluded, 
the king and queen dismissed the alcayde de los 
Donzeleft with great courtesy, and the court broke up. 

The worthy Fray Antonio Agapida here indulges 
in a long eulogy on the scrupulous discrimination of 
the Castilian court, in the distribution of its honors 
and rewards, by which means every smile, and ges- 
ture, and word of the sovereigns, had its certain 
value, and conveyed its equivalent of joy to the heart 
of the subject; — a matter well worthy the study 
(says he^ of all monarchs, who are too apt to dis- 
tribute honors with a heedless caprice that renders 
them of no avail. 

On the following Sunday, both the count de Cabra 
and the alcayde de los Donzeles were invited to sup 
with the sovereigns. The court that evening was 
attended by the highest nobility, arrayed with that 
cost and splendor for which the Spanish nobility of 
those days were renowned. 

Before supper, there was a stately and ceremoni- 
ous dance, befitting the dignity of so august a court 
The king led forth the queen, in grave and graceful 
measure , the count de Cabra was honored with the 
hand of the Infanta Isabella ; and the alcayde de loi 
Donzeles danced with a daughter of the marques de 
Astorga. 

The dance being concluded, the royal party re- 
paired to the supper-table, which was placed on an 
elevated part of the saloon. Here, in full view of 
the court, the count dc Cabra and the alcayde de los 
Donzeles supped at the same table with the king, 
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the queen, and the Infiinti. The r»}fil familjr were 
■crved by the marqiiet of Villcna, The cupbearer 
to tlie king wai his nephew Fadrigue de Toledo, ion 
to the duke of Alva. Don Alexis de Estafliga had 
tlie honor of fulfilling that oflicc for the queen, and 
Tello de Aguilar for the Infanta. Other cavalicn of 
rank and diitinction waited on the count and the 
alcayde de los Donzelen. At one oVIock, the two 
distinguished guests were dismissed with many coup 
teous expressions by the sovereigns. 

Such (says Fray Antonio Agapida) were the great 
honors paid at our most exalted and cercmonioni 
court, to these renowned cavaliers ' but the gratitude 
of the sovereigns did not end here. A few days 
afterwards, they l>estowed upon them large revenues 
for life, and others to descend to their heirs, with the 
privilege for them and their descendants to prefix the 
title of Don to their names. 7'hey gave them, more- 
over, as armorial bearings, a Moor^s head crowned, 
with a golden chain round the neck, in a sanguine 
field, and twenty-two banners round the margin of 
the escutcheon. Their descendants, of the houses 
of Cabra and Cordova, continue to bear these arms 
at the present day, in memorial of the victory of 
liucena and tlie capture of Boabdil el (Jhico.* 



'^ Thfl account ipTCn hy Fray Antonio Af^apida of thin rnromo- 
nial, NO nharactoristio of tho old Hpaniiih court, ain'oot in alnioft 
nvery particular with an ancimit nianuMTlpt, niado up fVoin tho 
chronicles of tho curato of los I'alarioH and othvr old Hpaniiih 
writ«n. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

if%^ the JWftf^ri of CnM» coikf^ied to narpriift 
Xahnra^ imd the rt^U </ kU tnierpriM. 



»i^. 



i'tiR valinht Rodrri^> Ponce do Loon, nmrqurj 
of C 'udix, WHH one of the moit vigilant of command* 
rrn. Ho kept in his pay a number of converted 
Moont, to nerve as adalides, or armed guides. These 
mongrel christians were of great service, in procuring 
information. Availing themselves of their Moorish 
character and tongue, they penetrated into the ene- 
my's country, prowled about the castles and for^ 
tn'!(!(cs, noticed the state of the walls, the gates and 
towers, the strengtii of tlieir garrison, and Uie vigi* 
lance or negligence of their commanders. AH this 
they reported minutely to the marques, who thus 
knew the state of every fortress upon the frontier, 
and when it might be attacked with advantage. Be* 
side the \iirious towns and cities over which he held 
a feudal sway, he had always an armed force about 
him, ready for tlie Acid. A host of retainers fed in 
his hall, who were ready to follow htm to danger and 
death itself, without inquiring who or why they 
fougltt. The armories of his castles were supplied 
with helms and cuirasses and weapons of all kinds, 
ready burnished for use ; and his stables were filled 
with hardy steeds, that could stand a mountain 
scamper. 

Vol. I. Q 
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The marques was aware that the late defeat of the 
Moors on the banks of the Lopera, had weakened 
their whole frontier; for many of the castles and 
fortresses had lost their alcaydes, and their choicest 
troops. He sent out his war-hounds, therefore, upon 
the range, to ascertain where a successful blow might 
be struck; and they soon returned, with word that 
Zahara was weakly garrisoned and short of pro- 
visions. 

This was the very fortress, which, about two 
years before, had been stormed by Muley Aben 
Hassan; and its capture had been the first blow of 
this eventful war. It had ever since remained a 
thorn in the side of Andalusia. All the christians 
had been carried away captive, and no civil popula- 
tion had been introduced in their stead. There were 
no women or children in the place. It was kept 
up as a mere military post, commanding one of the 
most important passes of the mountains, and was a 
strong-hold of Moorish marauders. The marques was 
animated by the idea of regaining this fortress for his 
sovereigns, and wresting from the old Moorish king 
this boasted trophy of his prowess. He sent missives 
therefore to the brave Luis Fernandez Puerto Car 
rero, who had distinguished himself in the late vic- 
tory, and to Juan Almaraz, captain of the men-at- 
arms of the Holy Brotherhood, informing them of 
his designs, and inviting them to meet him with their 
forces on Uie banks of the Gaudalete. 

It was on the day (sayH Fray Antonio Agapida) of 
the glorious apostles St. Simon and Judas, the twen- 
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tv-eighth of October, in the year of gmce one thou- 
sand four hundrt^tl und ei)$hty three, that this chosen 
hanti of christian soldiers assembled suddenly and 
stH'i^^tly at the appointetl place. Their forces, wlien 
united, amounted to six hundretl horse and tifleen 
hunth^Hl foot. Their );atherinK place was at the en* 
trance of the defde leading to Zahai'a. That ancient 
town, n^nowneil in Moorish warfai*e, is situated in 
owv of the iHHighest passes of the Serrania de Ronda« 
It is built round the craggy cone of a hill, on the lofty 
8ununit of which is a stmng castle. The country 
nix>und is bi\>ken into deep barrancas or ravines, 
son^e of which approach its very walls. The place 
had until i^cently been considereti impi*egnable ; but 
(as* tlu^ worthy Fray Antonio Agapida observes) the 
walls of in^prt^gnable forti'esses, like the virtue of 
self-conttdcnt saints, have their weak points of attack. 
T\\v ntai^ques of Cadi/ advanced with his little 
unny in the dead of the night, n^ai'ching silently into 
the det^p and dark deftli>s of tlie niountaini, and steal- 
ing up the inivines which extended to the walls of the 
town. Their approach was so noiseless, that the 
Moorish sentinels upon the walls heard not a voice 
or a footfall. The nmnpies was accompanied by his 
old escalador, Ortega de Pmdo, who had distinguish- 
ed hinuelf at the scaUng of Alhama. This hardy 
vetenm was stationed, with ten men, furnished with 
scaling-ladders, in a cavity among the rocks, close to 
the walls. At a little distance, seventy men were 
hid in a ravine, to be at hand to secoiul him, when 
h<' shoulil have tixed hi« laddei^. The rest of the 
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troops were concealed in another ravine, command- 
ing a fair approach to the gate of the fortress. A 
shrewd and wary adalid, well acquainted with the 
place, was appointed to give signals; and was so 
stationed, that he could be seen by the various par 
ties in ambush, but was hidden from the garrison. 

The remainder of the night passed away in pro- 
found quiet. The Moorish sentinels could be heard 
tranquilly patrolling the walls, in perfect security. 
The day dawned, and the rising sun began to shine 
against the lofty peaks of the Scrrania de Ronda. 
The sentinels looked from their battlements over a 
savage but quiet mountain country, where not a hu- 
man being was stirring ; they little dreamt of the 
mischief Uiat lay lurking in every ravine and chasm 
of the rocks around them. Apprehending no danger 
of surprise in broad day, the greater part of the sol- 
diers abandoned the walls and towers, and descended 
into the city. 

By orders of the marques, a small body of light 
cavalry passed along the glen, and, turning round a 
point of rock, showed themselves before the town : 
they skirred the fields almost to the gates, as if by 
way of bravado, and to defy the garrison to a skir- 
mish. The Moors were not slow in replying to it 
About seventy horse, and a number of foot who had 
guarded the walls, sallied forth impetuously, thinking 
to make easy prey of these insolent marauders. The 
christian horsemen fled for the ravine; the Moors 
pursued them down the hill, until they heard a great 
shouting and tumult behind them. Looking round. 
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they beheld their town assiailed, and a ncaling party 
luouiitiug the walla awonl in hand. Wheeling about, 
they i;;allo|)ed furioufdy for the gate; the inarquea of 
('Hdix and Luis Fernandex Puerto (^^arrero ruHhed 
forth at the saine time witli their ambuMcade, and en- 
deavored to cut them ofll*; but the Moom succeeded 
ill throwing themselvoB within tlie walla. 

While Puerto Carrero atormed at the gate, the 
muniuea put apura to hia horae and gallope<l to the 
Hupport of Ortega do l^rado and hia scaling party. 
lie arrived at a monient of imminent peril, when the 
party waa aaaailed by fifty Moora, armed with cui- 
raaaea and lancea, who wore on the point of thruating 
them fix)m the walla. The martjuea aprang from hia 
hoi^e, mounted a ladder, aword in hand, followed by 
a number of hia troops, and made a vigoroua attack 
upon the enemy,* They were soon driven from the 
walla, and the gates and towers remained in posses* 
aiou of the ohriatiana. The Moora defended them- 
Helvea for a short time in tlie streets, but at length 
took refuge in the castle, the walls of which were 
8trt)ng, and capable of holding out until relief should 
arrive. The inarcpiea had no desire to carry on a 
8eigi>, and he had not provisions suflicient for many 
(vriaonera; he gninted tliem, therefore, favorable terma. 
They wert^ permitted, on leaving their arms behind 
Utem, to march out with as much of their elfecta as 
they could carry; and it waa stipulated that they 
should paaa over to Barbary. The marcpiea remained 
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ia the place until both town and castle were put in a 
perfect state of defence, and strongly garrisoned. 

Thus did Zahara return once more into possession 
of the christians, to the great confusion of old Mulejr 
Aben Hassan, who, having paid the penalty of his 
ill-timed violence, was now deprived of its vaunted 
fruits. The Castilian sovereigns were so gratified by 
this achievement of the valiant Ponce de Leon, that 
they authorized him thenceforth to entitle bimtdf 
duke of Cadiz and marques of Zahara. The warrior, 
however, was so proud of the original title, under 
which he had so often signalized himself, that he 
gave it the precedence, and always signed himself 
marques, duke of Cadiz. As the reader may have 
acquired the same predilection, we shall continue to 
call him by his ancient title. 
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CHAPTER XXVL 

Oftkeforiress rfAlhamatimdhawwUtljfUwaigovetm- 
edh^the CouiU de Tendilla. 

In this part of his chronicle, the worthy father 
Fray Antonio Agapida indulges in triumphant exulta- 
tion over the downfall of Zahara: Heaven sometimes 
speaks (says he) through the mouths of false prophets, 
for tlie confusion of the wicked. By the fall of this 
fortress was the prediction of the santon of Granada 
in some measure fulfilled, that ^* the ruins of Zahara 
should fall upon the heads of the infidels/* 

Our zealous chronicler icofls at the Moorish al- 
cayde, who lost his fortress by surprise in broad day- 
light; and contrasts the vigilance of the christian 
governor of Alhama, the town taken in retaliation 
for the storming of Zahara. 

The important post of Alhama was at this time 
confided by king Ferdinand to Don Inigo Lopez de 
Mendoxa, count of Tendilla, a cavalier of noble 
blood, brother to the grand cardinal of Spain. He 
had been instructed by the king, not merely to main- 
tain his post, but also to make sallies and lay waste 
the surrounding country. His fortress was critically 
situated. It was within seven leagues of Granada, 
and at no great distance from the warUke city of 
Loxa. It was nestled in the lap of the mountains, 
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commanding the high-road to Malaga and a view 
over the extensive vega. Thus situated, in the heart 
of the enemy ^8 countr)', surrounded by foes ready to 
assail him, and a rich country for him to ravage, it 
behoved this cavalier to be for ever on the alert. 
He was in fact an experienced veteran, a shrewd 
and wary officer, and a commander amazingly prompt 
and fertile in expedients. 

On assuming the command, he found that the gar- 
rison consisted but of one thousand men, horse and 
foot. They were hardy troops, seasoned in rough 
mountain campaigning, but reckless and dissolute, as 
soldiers are apt to be when accustomed to predatoiy 
warfare. They would fight hard for booty, and then 
gamble it heedlessly away, or squander it in licentious 
revelling. Alhama abounded with hawking, sharping, 
idle hangers-on, eager to profit by the vices and follies 
of the garrison. The soldiers were oflener gambling 
and dancing beneath the walls, than keeping watch 
upon the battlements; and nothing was heard, from 
morning till night, but the noisy corftest of cards and 
dice, mingled with the sound of the bolero or fan* 
dango, the drowsy strumming of the guitar, and the 
rattling of the castanets; while often the whole was 
interrupted by the loud brawl, and fierce and bloody 
contest. 

The count of Tendilla set himself vigorously to 
reform these excesses ; he knew that laxity of morals 
is generally attended by neglect of duty, and that the 
least breach of discipline in the exposed situation of 
his fortress might be fatal. ^^ Merc is but a handful 
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of nivn/' naid he; *^it U necenfiary that each man 
should be a hero.^* 

Ha endeavored to awaken a proper ambition in 
the minda of hiii noldiem, and to in»til into them the 
high principlei of chivalry. ^^ A ju«t war/* he ob- 
served, ^^ ia oflen rendered wicked and diaaatroua by 
the manner in which it ia conducted ; for tlie right- 
eouanean of tlie caune ii not Hufticient to aanction the 
profligacy of the means, and the want of order and 
aubordination among the troops may bring ruin and 
diagrace upon tl)e beat concerted plana/* But we 
cannot deacribe the character and conduct of thia 
renowned commander in more forcible language than 
that of Kray Antonio Agapida, excepting that the 
pioua father placea in the fort^round of hia virtuea 
hia hata^d of the Moora. " The count de Tendilla/* 
aaya he, ^* waa u uurror of chriati%n knighthood-^ 
watchful, abatenuoua, chaate, devout, and thoroughly 
filled with the apirit of the cauae. He labored in- 
ceaaantly and atrenuoualy for the glory of the faith, 
and the proaperity of their moat catholic miyeatiea ; 
and, above all, he liated the infidela with a pure and 
holy hatred. Thia worthy cavalier diacountenanced 
all idleneaa, rioting, chambering, and wantonneaa, 
among hia aoldiery. He kept them eonatantly to the 
exerciae of arma, making them adroit in the uae of 
their weapona and management of tlieir ateeda, and 
prompt for the field at a moment*a notice. He per 
mitted no aound of lute or harp, or aong, or othei 
looae minatrelay. to be heard in hia fortreaa, debauch<» 
ing the ear and aodening the valor of the aoldier.; no 
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iitfhcr music was allowed but the wholesome n 
of the drum and braying of the trumpet, and 
like spirit-stirring instruments as fill the mind 
thoughts of iron war. All wandering minstrehf si 
ing pedlars, sturdy trulls, and other camp tnun] 
were ordered to pack up their baggage, and ' 
drummed out of the gates of Alhama. In plai 
such lewd rabble, he introduced a train of holy i 
to inspirit his people by exhortation, and pn 
and choral chanting, and to spur them on to fi^ 
good fight of faith. All games of chance were 
hibited, except the game of war; and this he lab< 
by vigilance and vigor, to reduce to a game of 
tainty. Heaven smiled upon the eflbrts of this i 
eous cavalier. His men became soldiers at all pi 
and terrors to the Moors. The good count neve 
forth on a ravage, without ob8crvin^ the rites of 
fession, absolution, and communion, and obligin 
followers to do the same. Their banners were bi< 
by the holy friars whom he maintained in Alhi 
and in this way success was secured to his arms 
he was enabled to lay waste the land of the heal 
The fortress of Alhama (continues Fray Ani 
Agapida) overlooked from its loflty site a great 
of the fertile vega, watered by the Cazin and 
Xenel: from this he made frec^uent sallies, swee 
away the flocks and herds from the pasture, th 
borer from the field, and the convoy from the r 
so that it was said by the Moors, that a beetle c 
not crawl across the vega without being seei 
count Tendilla. The peasantry, therefore, were 
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to betake themselves to watch-towers and fortified 
hamlets, where they shut up their cattle, garnered' 
flieir com, and sheltered their wives and children. 
Even there they were not safe ; the count would 
stonn these rustic fortresses with fire and sword 
make captives of their inhabitants ; carry off the com, 
the oil, the silks, and cattle; and leave the mins 
blazing and smoking, within the very sight of Granada. 
^ It was a pleasing and refreshing sight,^' continues 
tiic good &ther, "' to behold this pious knight and his 
followers returning from one of these crusades, leav- 
ing the rich land of the infidel in smoking desolation 
behind them; to behold the long Une of mules and 
asses, laden with the plunder of the Gentiles — the 
hosts of captive Moors, men, women, and children — 
droves of sturdy beeves, lowing kine, and bleating 
sheep ; all winding up the steep acclivity to the gates 
of Alhama, pricked on by the Catholic soldiery. His 
garrison thus thrived on the fat of the land and the 
spoil of the infidel ; nor was he unmindful of the pious 
fathers, whose blessings crowned his enterprises with 
saccess. A large portion of the spoil was always 
dedicated to the church; and the good friars were 
ever ready at the gate to hail him on his retum, and 
receive the share allotted them. Beside these allot- 
ments, he made many votive offerings, either in time 
of peril or on the eve of a foray ; and the chapels of 
Alhama were resplendent with chalices, crosses, and 
other precious gifls made by this Catholic cavalier.^ 
Thus eloquently does the venerable Fray Antonio 
Agapida dilate in praise of the good count de Ten- 
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dilla ; and oUicr liittorians of equal veracity, I 
unction, a^rec in pronouncing him one of the 
of Spanish genernls. So icrriblo in fact did he L 
in the land, that the Mooriiih peasantry coi; 
venture a league from Granada or Loxn to h 
the fields, without peril of being carried inl 
tivity. The people of Granada clamored 
Muley Aben Hassan, for suflering his landii 
thus outraged and insulted, and demanded t 
this )K>ld marauder shtit up in his fortress. 1 
monarch was roused by their remonstrance! 
sent forth |>owerful troops of horse, to protc 
country, during the season that tlie hunba 
were abroad in the fields. These troops pa 
in formidable squadrons in the neighborhood 
hnmn, keeping strict watch upon its gates; no 
was impoHHibJe for tin*. (■liriHtiniis to innk<! a 
without being necMi and intriTCiptcMl. 

Whiln Allianm was tliiiH bJor.kaciiMl by a 
force of Moorinh ravairy, the inhalntants 
awakened one night by a trenicndoiiH rra.s}] 
NJiook the fortrcHH to itH foundations. T\\v ^a 
tl(*w to aniiH, supposing it Home aMsauH oi tin* v 
'Vhv alarm prov<*(l to Imvr bot^ii raused by iU 
ture of a portion of the wall, which, undrrniiii 
heavy rains, had Nudd<*n1y given way, I<Miving a 
<'liaNm yawning towards the plain. 

The count de ^IVndilla was for a time, in 
anxic^ty. Should this brearh ix* diNcovrTCMJ I 
blorkading borH<'men, tbcy would arounc tin* co 
(jranada and Loxn would pour out an ovrrwhr 
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force, and they would And his walls ready napped for 
an assault. In this fearful emergency, the count dis- 
played his noted talent for expedients. 1 le ordered 
a quantity of linen cloth to he stretched in front of 
the breach, painted in imitation of stone, and indent- 
ed with battlements, so as at a distance to resetnhle 
the other parts of the wall : behind this screen ho 
employed workmen, day and night, in repairing the 
fracture. No one was permitted to leave the fortress, 
lest information of its defenceless plight should he 
carried to the Moor. Light squadrons of the enemy 
were seen hovering about the plain, but never ap- 
proached near enough to discover the deception; 
and thus, in the course of a few days, the wall was 
rebuilt stronger than before. 

There was another expedient of this shrewd vete- 
ran, which greatly excites the marvel of Agapida. 
** It happened,^* he observes, ^* that this Catholic 
cavalier at one time was destitute of gold and silver, 
wherewith to pay the wages of his troops ; and the 
soldiers murmured greatly, seeing that they had not 
the means of purchasing necessaries from the people 
of the town. In this dilemma, what does this most 
sagacious commander? He takes me a number of 
little morsels of paper, on the which he inscribes 
various sums, large and small, according to the nature 
of the case, and signs me them with his own hand and 
name. These did he give to the soldiery, in earnest 
of their pay. ' How !' you will say, * are soldiers to 
be paid with scraps of paper?' Even so, I answer, 
and well paid too, as I will presently make manifest: 
Vol. I. R 25 
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for the good count issued a proclamation, ordering 
the inhabitants of Alhama to take these morselt of 
paper for the full amount thereon inscribed, promis- 
ing to redeem them at a future time with silver and 
gold, and threatening severe punishment to all who 
should refuse. The people, having full confidence 
\X^ his word, and trusting that he would be as willing 
to perform the one promise as he certainly was able 
to perform the other, took those curious morsels of 
paper without hesitation or demur. Thus, by a subtle 
and most miraculous kind of alchymy, did this Cath- 
olic cavalier turn worthless paper into precious gold« 
and make his late impoverished garrison abound in 
money I" 

It is but just to add, that the count de Tendilla 
redeemed his promises, like a loyal knight; and this 
miracle as it appeared in the eyes of Fray Antonio 
Agapida, is the first instance on record of paper 
money, which has since inundated the civilized world 
with unbounded opulence. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

JFWoy ofChrUHan Knights into the terriiary of the Maori. 

The Spanish cavaliers who had survived iho 
memorable massacre among the mountains of Malaga, 
although they had repeatedly avenged the death of 
ttieir companions, yet could not forget the horror 
and humiliation of their defeat. Nothing would satisfy 
them but to undertake a second expedition of the 
kind, to carry (ire and sword throughout a wide part 
of the Moorish territories, and to leave all those re- 
gions which had triumphed in their disaster a black 
and burning monument of their vengeance. Their 
wishes accorded with the policy of the king, who 
desired to lay waste the country and destroy the re* 
sources of tlic enemy ; every assistance was therefore 
given to promote and accomplish their enterprise. 

In the spring of 1484, the ancient city of Antiquera 
again resounded with arms; numbers of the same 
cavaliers who had assembled there so gaily the pre- 
ceding year, again came wheeling into the gates with 
their steeled and shining warriors, but with a more 
dark and solemn brow than on that disastrous occa* 
nion, for they had the recollection of their slauglitered 
friends present to their minds, whose deaths they 
were to avenge. 

In a little while there was a chosen force of six 
thousand horse and twelve thousand foot assembled 



m A oHMmou or 

In Aotlquara, minj oFthim Ow mj lowrr i>r S)>4ii 
iih ohivilrjr, troopi of tha MttblMMd niitiiaiy «(i<l 
ifUfloiH andan, tnd of tiw Holj BrotfaariwwL 

Gwy pnieiutioo htd baon tikao to Ainlib tth 
irmy with all thlngi natdAil ftir (to ntiiMlTt ol 
poritoui Inroad. Numaroui luiiaoni ftflcMnpfinM 
tt, who WON to Kttand upon all tba ilok uul w>itiii<l>"1, 
without ohan|Oi b^ paid for Uialr iftrvi> n hy tW 
quaan. iMballa, alw, In bar ooivtldorato tmiitnitli), 
provided ill ipacioui taoti foroiihad with hr<i< aihI 
ftll Ihlngi naodfol for tha woundad ud ItUluD. 'vuk 
aentliModto bauwd In all ifraat axpadltlon* ^\^n>u$\l■ 
out lli« WHf, and w«n) cillail the Qupcu'a llo«|iitiil. 
The wiirthy (tHwt, Vny Antuniu AKajiiiln. vuunii 
till* liciiiKimiil |m»vliiii>i) ol' ths tiuroii, u« tUti Unl 
llilrmhirlliin »( n n<H;iitar c nm)t h(>ii|)l(al iii r.«mptip> 
liiK ocrvlcit. 

TliiiH thuraiiKliI^ iiraiinrcO, Ihn cnvnhcn ImihI 
litrtli iViim Aiitli(ui>m In uplfltnliHl itiiil Icrribk amji 
hut with IiNn pxiiUIdh; c tuillilpiii'a biuI vmitilliitf nitaa> 
Inlidii tliHii (ui llioir fnmi^r romj'i kiiiI lUli wn* (Jn 
niilcr iif thn «riitj>. Dun Alntuu iie A||ulUr lt>i| (hi 
fulvniu'a Kimnl, ni^Dmimiikd b; Don DIck" t'nruaili 
iIm ilr* ( 'imlovn, (h(i nlcAjnle tltt Iun l)<iiiiti<liia, uhI 
t.iiii 1-VrnaiiilpK I'ucrtn (Wrenn vontit nf I'ltiinai 
(Villi (hr'ir hdiiiinliiiM lii)i)]ig. They worr followad 
liy .Iiuii lie Mtirli), Junii iln Altiiitm, nikI t'nrliM do 
1V«iniiii, Ml' (he lUily Un<lhnrhtK>il, wilh the maii<a^ 
<trr)i> «r lhn>i' ru(il>tiiK.i<<«. 

'rite Rnctintl bnttnttwt wai conunHnilittl by tin lm^ 
HWM <>!' CndtR HNil lh« MMtor of ljnritli>|p>t with tha 



Tilt (tWQl'tlST lU* ItHANAUA IU7 

cnvuliein of S^uIhi^ aih) tln^ tiXH>|ui of th«^ hount^ of 
Ponce L^u: with thecM^ «ibo wt^nt tlM> utiiiior toiii* 
iimiiiier of CubtrtjiYH aiiU ttir khi|;htii of tlwt ortl«^r» 
and vtthouii othor cuvHiit^m uiui tlu^ir lYtniiirm. 

Tho right wiiigof thisi ntH'oiiU tmttiiliou wtrn M hy 
ionattlvo tlt^('ortlovu«ttnorwMr\lii miowiitHt tm |;rtiiul 
captttin of S|miu; tho h^ft ^y\%\^^ hy l)it^» la»|>ry do 
AviU« Tht7 wort^ ttccoinimuird by wvrml ilintiii* 
guitthoil cuvttlioiii, Miul rortniu captuiii« of tho \My 
Brotherhood, with their lueit^titHinnii. 

The duke of Me«liim Sidoiiiti niul the count do 
Ctibrti conmmnded the thirti hutttihon, with the 
troo|)8 o( their I'enpei^tlve hounev. They were nc- 
cou)panied hy other connnHndern of note« with their 
fore OH. 

The itnu* guttiHl wttn brought \\f by the nenior 
coinumuder und knightu of AU*NntMni« foUowed by 
the Andtiluniun chivnlry fixun Xere«, KriJAi tind C'n^ 
inoim. 

Such WHtt the uriny thtit iMued forth fi^oni the gnteii 
of Antiquem, on one of the nuMit extennive l<i/<iir« or 
devHtttMting initmdit, thut ever lutd WMnte the klngiloni 
of (iruniidu. 

The army entered the Moorinh territory by the 
wiiy of Atom, detttmying ull the cornliehlii, vineyunlii. 
und orchurdri, und pluntutiont* of olivoM, round thiit 
city. It then prticeeded through (he rich vitlleyii und 
fertile u)dundri of C'*oin, ('uKMrubonelti, Ahnexitt. und 
Curtunm; und in ten duyi*. ull thone ferlile regl(»nii 
were u ttnioking und frightful denert. Vmu hence It 
liumued i(« mIow und deittructive courNo, like the 

1(2 
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strcfiiii of Invii of a volrano, tlin>u(;li the regioni of 
Papiuiiu and Allii:ii(lin, iiml no on to the veffk of Mat 
a^ii, laying wante the ^nivcH of olivcH and aimondii, 
aii<l the fielfU of ^niiii, and dcrntniynig cvcrj green 
thiii^. 'I'he Mooni of Horne of thoKe placed interceded 
ill vain for their ^roveH and (u:U\n, ofFcring to dehvcr 
up their rhriHtian raptiveH. One part of the army 
hlockaded the townH, while the other ravaged the 
Hiirroiinding country. SornetimeH the Moon Rallied 
forth d(;H|)enitely to defend (heir |iroperty, but were 
driven haek to thiMr gatf*H with nlaii^htf^r, and their 
HuhiirhH iiilhiged and hiirnt. It wa*4 an awful npectacle 
at ni^ht to ^H:hold the volumeH of hlark Nmoke mingled 
with lurid flameH that roHe from the hurningfiuburlM, 
:ind the women on i\w wallH of the town wringing 
th<:ir liandH and Hhriekin^ at the deHolation of their 
dwitllin^H. 

'J'he deHtroyin^ army, on arriving at tlu* HeB-<:oafit, 
found veHseJH lying ofl' nhore laden with all kindn of 
proviHioiiH and munitionH for its uHe, which had been 
Kent from Seville and Xerex: it whh tliuH enabled to 
continue itH desolating career. Advancing to the 
neighborhood of Malaga, it w»h l)ravely aHnailed by 
the MoopH of that city, and there w»h M;vere Kkirmidh- 
ing for a whole day; but while the main pari of the 
anny encountered the enemy, the n^Ht ravaged the 
whole vf!ga arul <l(;Htroyed all the rnillH. Ah the object 
of the expedition wan not to capture placen, but mere- 
ly to burn, ravage, and destroy, the host, HatiHfied 
with the mlHchief they had done in the vega, turned 
their backs upon Malaga, and again entered the 
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mouniains. They passed by Coin, and through the 
regions of Allazay na, and Gatero, and Alhaurin ; all 
which Were likewise desolated. In this way did they 
make the circuit of that chain of rich and verdant 
valleys, the glory of those mountains and the pride 
and delight of the Moors. For forty days did they 
continue on like a consuming fire, leaving a smoking 
aod' howling waste to mark their course, -until, weary 
with the work of destruction, and having fully sated 
their revenge for the massacre of the Axarquia, they 
returned in triumph to the meadows of Antiquera. 

In the month of June, king Ferdinand took com- 
mand in person of this destructive army; he increased 
its force, and added to its means of mischief seve- 
ral lombards and other heavy artillery, intended for 
the batterii^ of towns, and managed by engineers 
from France and Germany. With these, the marques 
of Cadiz assured the king, he would soon be able to 
reduce the Moorish fortresses. They were only cal- 
culated for defence against the engines anciently used 
in warfare. Their walls and towers were high and 
thin, depending for security on their rough and rocky 
situations. The stone and iron balls thundered from 
the lombards would soon tumble them in ruins upon 
the heads of their defenders. 

The fate of Alora speedily proved the truth of this 
opinion. It was strongly posted on a rock washed 
by a river. The artillery soon battered down two 
of the towers and a part of the wall. The Moors 
were thrown into consternation at the vehemence 
of the assault, and the effect of those tremendous en- 
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{(mv.n ii|mii their vaiiutifd bulwarki. l*lic roftring of 
ihr. artillery and the tuiiibhug of the walli terrified 
the wcniieii, who lieiiet the alcayde with vociferouf 
Kii|i|ihcutioiiH to Miirreiider. 'l*h(t plaec was given up 
on the '20th of June, on <:ondition that the inhabitaiiti 
ini^hf depail with their eHeetH. 'I'he |>eople of Mai 
ui^a, aH yet unac(|uaint<;d with the power of thii bat- 
tering ordnanre, were ho ineenHed at thone of Alon . 
for wliat they conhidered a tunie surrender, that they I 
would not aiiniit them into their eity. 

A Hiinilar fate attended the town of Setenil, built 
on a lofty rock and etfteenied impn^^nable. Many 
tinjeH had it lieen heuieged under former chriitian 
kingH, hut never had it been taken. Kven now, for 
several days the artillery was directed againft it 
without elFecl, and many of the cavalien murmured ] 
at the man|ueH of f Jadiz for having rouuHelled the 
kiu\f to attack thitf unconquerable place/ 

On the iiame. iii|;ht that thefie reproaches were ut^ 
tered, the man|ueH directed the ailillery himiielf : he 
levelled the lonibardn at the bottom .of the walli, 
and at the gales. In a little while, the gates were 
battered to pieces, a great breach was ellected in the 
walls, and the Moors were fain to capitulate. Twen- 
ty-four cliristian captives, who had Ix^en taken in the 
defeat of the niountjiins of Malaga, were rescued 
from the dungeons of this fortress, and hailed the 
marques of Cadiz as tlieir deliverer. 

Needless is it it) mention the capture of various 
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Other place!), which surrendered without waiting to 

l>e attacked. The Moora had always shown great 

l>ravery and perseverance in defending their towns; 

they were formidable in their sallies and skirmishes, 

and patient in enduring hunger and thirst when be 

sieged ; but this terrible ordnance, which demolished 

tlieir walls witli such ease and rapidity, overwhelmed 

them with confusion and dismay, and rendered vain 

all resistance. King Ferdinand was so stnick with 

the etFect of this artillery, that he ordered the number 

of lomhards to be increased; and these potent engines 

had henceforth a great influence on the fortunes of 

this war. 

The last operation of this year, so disastrous to the 
Moors, was an inroad by king Ferdinand, in the latter 
part of summer, into the vega, in which he ravaged 
the country, burnt two villages near to Granada, and 
destroyed the mills near the very gates of the city. 

Old Muley Aben Hassan was overwhelmed with 
dismay at this desolation, which, during the whole 
year, had been raging throughout his territories, and 
had now reached to the walls of his capital. His 
fierce spirit was broken by misfortunes and infirmity; 
he offered to purchase a peace, and to hold his crown 
as a tributary vassal. Ferdinand would listen to no 
propositions: the absolute conquest of Granada was 
the great object of this war, and he was resolved 
never to rest content without its complete fulfilment 
Having supplied and. strengthened tlie garrisons of 
the places he had taken in the heart of the Moorish 
territories, he enjoined their commanders to render 

!2G 
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every annuitaiice to the younger Moorish king, in the 
civil war against his &tbcr. He then retained with 
his amny to Cordova, in great triumph, cloting a 
series of ravaging campaigns, ttiat had filled the idng- 
dom of Granada with grief and consteniatioD. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Attempi qf El Zagal to surprise BoahdU in Almeria. 

DuRiNa this year of sorrow and disaster to the 
Moors, the younger king Boabdil, most truly called 
tho unfortunate, held a diminished and feeble court 
in the maritime city of Almeria. He retained little 
more than the name of king, and was supported in 
even this shadow of royalty, by the countenance and 
treasures of the Castilian sovereigns. Still he trusted, 
that, in the fluctuation of events, the inconstant na- 
tion might once more return to his standard, and re- 
place him on the throne of the Alhambra. 

His mother, the high-spirited sultana Ayxa la 
Horra, endeavored to rouse him from this passive 
state. ** It is a feeble mind,^' said she, ** that waits 
for the turn of fortune's wheel ; tho brave mind seizes 
upon it, and turns it to its purpose. Take the field, 
and you may drive danger before you ; remain cower- 
ing at home, and it besieges you in your dwelling. 
By a bold enterprise, you may regain your splendid 
throne in Granada; by passive forbearance, you will 
forfeit even this miserable throne in Almeria.^^ 

Boabdil had not the force of soul to follow these 
courageous counsels, and in a little time the evils his 
mother had predicted fell upon him. 

Old Muley Aben Hassan was almost extinguished 
by age and infirmity. He had nearly lost his sight, 
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and wag completely bedridden. His brother Ab* 
dallah, suraamed El Zagal, or the valiant, the same 
who had assisted in the massacre of the Spanish 
chivalry among the mountains of Malaga, was com- 
mander-in-chief of the Moorish armies, and gradually 
took upon himself most of the cares of sovereignty. 
Among other things, he was particularly zealous in 
espousing his brother^s quarrel with his son; and be 
prosecuted it with such vehemence, that many af- 
firmed there was something more than mere fraternal 
sympathy at the bottom of his zeal. 

The disasters and disgraces inflicted on the country 
by the christians during this year, had wounded the 
national feelings of the people of Almeria; and many 
had felt indignant that Boabdil should remain passive 
at such a time, or rather, should appear to make s 
common cause with the enemy. His uncle AbdaUah 
diligently fomented this feeling, by his agents. The 
same arts were made use of, that had been successfiil 
in Granada. Boabdil was secretly but actively de- 
nounced by the alfaquis, as an apostate, leagued widi 
the christians against his country and his early faith; 
the affections of the populace and soldiery were 
gradually alienated from him, and a deep conspiracy 
concerted for his destruction. 

In the month of February, 1485, El Zagal suddenly 
appeared before Almeria, at the head of a troop of 
horse. The alfaquis were prepared for his arrival, 
and the gates were thrown open to him. He entered 
with his band, and galloped to the citadel. The al- 
cayde would have made resistance; but the garrison 
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put him to death, aod received EU Zagial with acchr 
clamatioiis. El Zagal nuhed througb tbe apArtsMati 
of the Alcazar, but be lought ia vaia for BoabdiL 
He found the sultaoa Ayxa la Horra in one of the 
■aloont, with Ben Ahagete, a younger brother of the 
monarch, a valiant Abencerrage, and several attend- 
ants, who rallied round them to protect them. 
*^ Where is the traitor Boabdil V* exclaimed £1 
ZagaL ^^ I know no traitor more pertidious than 
thyself/^ exclaimed the intrepid sultana; ^and I 
trust my son is in safety, to take vengeance on thj 
treason/^ The rage of El Zagal was without bounds, 
when be learnt that his intended victim had escaped. 
In his fury he slew the prince Ben Ahagete, and his 
followers fell upon and massacred the Abcucerrage 
and attendants. As to the proud sultana, she was 
borne away prisoner, and loaded with revilings, as 
having upheld tier son in his rebellion, and fomented 
a civil war. 

Tht unfortunate Boabdil had been apprized of his 
danger by a iaithful soldier, just in time to make his 
escape. Throwing himself on one of the fleetest 
horses in his stables, and followed by a handful of ad- 
herents, he had galloped in the confusion out of the 
gates of Almeria. Several of the cavalry of El Zagal, 
Avho were stationed without the walls, perceived his 
flight, and attempted to pursue him; their horses 
Avcre jaded with travel, and he soon left them far 
behind. But, whither was he to fly ? Every fortress 
and castle in the kingdom of Granada was closed 
against him; he knew not whom among the Moors 

Vol. I. S 
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to trusty for they had been tau^t to detest him as a 
traitor and an apostate. He had no alternative but 
to seek refuge among the christians, bis hereditary 
enemies. With a heavy heart, he turned bis horse^s 
head towards Cordova. He had to lurk, like a fugi- 
tive, through a part of his own dominions; nor did 
he feel himself secure, until he had passed the fron- 
tier, and beheld the mountain barrier of his couatiy 
towering behind him. Then it was that he became 
conscious of his humiliating state — a fugitive from 
his throne, an outcast from his nation, a king without 
a kingdom. He smote his breast, in an agony of 
grief: *^ Evil indeed,** exclaimed he, '* was the day 
of my birth, and truly was I named El Zogoybi, the 
unlucky." 

He entered the gates of Cordova with downcast 
countenance, and with a train of but forty followers. 
The sovereigns were absent; but the cavaliers of 
Andalusia manifested that sympathy in the misfor- 
tunes of the monarch, that becomes men of loAy and 
chivalrous souls. They received him with great 
distinction, attended him with the utmost courtesy, 
and he was honorably entertained by the civil and 
military commanders of that ancient city. 

In the mean time, El Zagal put a new alcayde 
over Almcria, to govern in the name of his brother; 
and, having strongly garrisoned the place, he repair- 
ed to Malaga, where an attack of the christians was 
apprehended. The young monarch being driven 
out of the land, and the old monarch blind and bed- 
ridden, El Zagal, at the head of the armies, was vir- 
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tuallj the sovereign of Granada. The people were 
pleased with having a new idol to look up to, and a 
new name to shout forth; and El 2^^ was hailed 
vrith iirrUniationSf as the main hope of the nation. 
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CHAPTER XXiS. 

• 

Haw King Ferdinand commenced an a i k er campaign 
ogainH the MoorSf and haw he laid eiege $o Cam 
and Cartama, 

The great eiTect of the battering ordnance in de- 
molishing the Moorish fortresses in the preceding 
year, induced king Ferdinand to procure a powerful 
train for the campaign of 1485, in the course of 
which he resolved to assault some of the meet 
formidable holds of the enemy. An armj of nine 
thousand cavalry and twenty thousand infantry assem- 
bled at Cordova, early in the spring ; and tfie king 
took the 6eld on the 5th of April. It had been de- 
termined in secret council, to attack the city of Mal- 
aga, that ancient and important sea-port, on which 
Granada depended for foreign aid and supplies. It 
was thought proper previously, however, to get pos- 
session of various towns and fortresses in the valleys 
of Santa Maria and Cartama, through whidi pass 
the roads to Malaga. 

The first place assailed was the town of Benama- 
quex. It had submitted to the Catholic sovereigns 
in the preceding year, but had since renounced its 
allegiance. King Ferdinand was enraged at the re- 
bellion of the inhabitants. '^ I will make their pun- 
ishment,^* said he, '^ a terror to others : they shall be 
loyal through force, if not through faith.^^ The place 
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WM carried by storm: one bondred ind e^^ of the 
principal inhabittDti were eilfaer pat to the fivoid 
or hanged on the battlemeiiti; the rat iveie carried 
into captivity.* 

The towns of Coin and Cartama were bene^ 
on the same day; the first by a diTision of the army 
led on by the marques of Cadiz, the second by an- 
other division commanded by Don Alonzo de A^i- 
lar and Luis Fernandez Puerto Carrero, the brave 
Senior of Palma. The kii^, with the rest of the 
army, remained posted between the two places, to 
render assistance to either division. The batteriei 
opened upon both places at the same time, and the 
thunder of the lombards was mutually heaid from one 
camp to the other. The Moors made frequent sal- 
lies, and a valiant defence; but they were confound- 
ed by the tremendous uproar of the batteries, and 
the destruction of their walls» In the mean time, the 
alarm-fires gathered together the Moorish mountain- 
eers of all the Serrania, who assembled in great 
numbers in the city of Monda, about a league from 
Coin. They made several attempts to enter the be- 
sieged town, but in vain: they were each time inter- 
cepted and driven back by the christians, and were 
reduced to gaze at a distance in despair on the de- 
struction of (he place. While thus situated, tliere 
rode one day into Monda a fierce and haughty Moor- 
ish chieftain, at the head of a band of swarthy Afri- 
can horsemen : it was Hamet el Zegri, the fiery spir- 
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ited alcalde of Ronda, at the head of his band of 
Ciomeres. lie tuid not yet recovered from the rage 
and mortification of his defeat on the banki of the 
Ijf>|)crii, ill the disabtrouH foray of old Dexir, when 
he had l>een ohhged to steal back furtively to hii 
mountains, with the loss of the bravest of his follow- 
erH. lie had ever since fmnted for revenge. He 
now nxle amon^ the host of warriors assembled at 
Monda. " Who among you," cried he, " feels pity <br 
the women and children of Coin, exposed to cap- 
tivity and dealh ? Whoever he is, let him follow me, 
who am ready to die as a Moslem for the relief of 
Moslems." So saying, he seizcnl a white banner, and, 
waving it over his head, rode forth from the town, 
followed by the Cjomeres. Many of the warriors, 
roused by his words and his example, spurred reso- 
lutely after his Imnner. 'l*he people of Coin, being 
prepared for this attempt, sallied forth as they saw 
the white banner, and made an attack upon the 
rhristiari camp ; and in the confusion of the moment, 
Ifamet and his followers galloped into the gates. 
'J'his reinforcement animated the besieged, and 
iiamet exhorted them to hold out obstinately in de- 
fence of life and town. As the Gomeres were vete- 
ran warriors, the more they were* attacked the harder 
they fought. 

At length, a great l)reach was made in the walls, 
and FenJiuand, who was impatient of the resistance 
of the place, ordered the duke of Naxera and the 
count of HerjHvente to enter with their troops ; and 
afc their forces were not sufiicicnt, he sent word to 
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Luirt do ('cnlft, dtike of Modittft Celi, to fend ii pttri 
of hill pvoplfi to thoir nnuMtAtice. 

Tlie fettdnl prid« of the duke WM rouned fit Ihw 
(Ictftund. '* Tell my Ion! the kin^t'' Mid the hnu^tiy 
grandee, ** fhnt I have come to Aiiccor him with my 
lioudchohl troop*: if my people «re ordered to itiy 
t>lfice, I Am to go with them; but if I urn to rrmiiifi 
in tiio cnmp, my people mtiiit remain with me. For 
the troopA mnnot nerve without their rommiinder, 
nor their commander without hin troopii/* 

The reply of the high-ftpirifed gmndee perplmed 
the cAUtiouH Ferdinand, who knew the jenlouii pride 
of hill powerful noblem. In the mciin timr, (he pro- 
pie of the rnmp, httving miide nil prepanttinnfi for 
the ihiMfiuU, were impntient to bo led forwnrd. Upon 
thin, Vvto IhiyK do Alarron put himpielf iit (heir hend, 
•nd, Ncixing llieir mnntim, or portible bulwnrkH, nnd 
their other defences, they made n gnllint nmiHult, and 
fought their wny in at the breach. The Moom were 
•o oTcrcomo by the fury of their aMault, that they 
retreated flghtinfj to tlu) square of the town. I'ero 
Ruye de Alarcon thought the place wai carried, 
when suddenly Hamct and hin Gomores came «cou^ 
ing through the atreets with wild war^ries, and fell 
Airiously upon the christians. The latter were in their 
turn beaten back, and, while attacked in fVont by the 
Gomeres, were assailed by the inhabitants with all 
kinds of mlNHiloM from their roofs and windows. 
They at length gave wny, and retreated through the 
breach. Poro lluyr. do Alarcon Htill maintained his 
ground in one of the principal streets — (he few cava- 
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liirm (liul Hlood liy liiiii iirKrcl liiiii Ui Ay : '* No/* Mud 
III! I " 1 runic liirrir to I'lKlit, uiid iinl lu fly.** He witf 
|iri*Hirii(ly HiiiToiiiidnl by llic (if*iiii;re«; Iiim c:ofiiptn* 
lutiH llnl lor llii!ii- livcH ; llir IuhI tliry mw of him, hit 
wiiN riivctril willi wiHiiitU, hill hIiH ii^hUll^ d(Si|N> 
ruti'ly for the luiiic of u ^ood Miviihrr.* 

The rcninluiiit^ ni' llic: iiihuhituiiln, lliiiii|{h uided by 
lh<: viilor of thi! (ioiiicnm, wiih of no uVttil. TIms 
hillllrrill^ urtillitry of tlii} clirmtiuiipi di'iiiohfehisd their 
vvalln; i oiiihuHliMcH wi:i'c: ihiowii iiilo their luwii, 
whi( h Hi:t it on liri: in vitiiiHiH |iliir.trH ; und thf^y wen: 
lit Icii^fh (:oiii|>i'Hi'd to i:u|iiiiihili:. 'VUry were pltr* 
iiiiilcd to ih*|mrt with their i:fl(:i:tH, imd tlie GomenM 
with their iiiiiim. Iluiiiitt v.\ /r^ri und liitf Africftii 
hand iiiiUii:il forlli, und riNh* |iroiidly throu|4li the 
f:hriiiliuii (:uni|»; nor could thr S|mniiih ruvahera ri^ 
ri'uiii froiii r('^ul'dlll^ wilh iiihiiirHfion tliut hitiiglily 
wuri'ior und hiii df voted uml diiiiiillcHH folio wen. 

TIm: i:u|iIiii'i* of (Join wiu ut:i:ofii|iHiiied hy that of 
Clurluiiiu: tin: foiiidiutionii id' Ihr hitler were rcspair- 
eil and f{uri'iHoiii'il ; hut Ooiii, heiii^ too exLetwive to 
he dideiided hy u iiiodeiute Torre, iIm wuUn were dfi* 
inolihheil. The hie^e id' themt |dui:i:ii Hlmrb Niich (er- 
ror iiilo the. HUiToundin^ lounhy, that the Moftr* of 
niuny of tin? llei^hllo^iil^ lowtm uhundoiiird theil 
honieH, und fled wilh Nurh of Iheir eflerU u» lliey 
i:outd r.urry uwuy; ii|foii which the kin^ |{ave orden 
to deinolihh thifir wuIIh and loweih. 

Kiii^ Kerdinund now left hln ruiii|» und ht« heavy 
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totillery near Cartama, and proceeded with his light- 
er troops to reconnoitre Malaga. By fliis time, the 
secret plan of attack, arranged in the coancil of war 
at Cordova, was kno^¥n to all the world. The vigi- 
lant warrior El Zagal had thrown himself into the 
place; he had pat till the fortifications, which were 
of vast strength, into a state of defence ; and had 
sent orders to the alcaydes of the mountain towns, 
to hasten with their forces to his assistance. 

The very day that Ferdinand appeared before the 
place. El Zagal sallied forth to receive him, at the 
head of a thousand cavalry, the choicest Warriors of 
Granada. A hot skirmish took place among the gar- 
dens and olive-trees near, the city. Many were killed 
on both sides ; and this gave ttie christians a sharp 
foretaste of what they might expect, if they attempt- 
ed to besiege the place. 

When the skirmish was over, the marques of Ca- 
diz had a private conference with the king. He rep- 
resented the difficulty of besieging Malaga with their 
present force, especially as their plans had been dis- 
covered and anticipated, and the whole country was 
marching over the mountains to oppose them. The 
marques, who had secret intelligence from all quar- 
ters, had received a letter from Juceph Xerife, a 
Moor of Ronda, of christian lineage, apprizing him 
of the situation of that important place and its gar- 
rison, which at that moment laid it open to attack 
and the marques was urgent with the king to seize 
upon this critical moment, and secure a place which 
was one of the most powerful Moorish fortresses on 
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the frontien, and Id the hands of Hamet el Zejp 
had been the scourge of Andalusia. The good mai 
ques had another motive for his advice, becoming o 
a true and lojral knight In the deep dungeons o 
Ronda languished several of his companions in ann 
who had been captured in the defeat in the Axarquk 
To break their chains, and restore them to liberf 
and light, he felt to be his peculiar duty, as one o 
those who had most promoted that disastrous ei 
terprise. 

King Ferdinand Ustened to the advice of the mai 
ques. He knew the importance of Ronda, whk 
was considered one of the keys to the kingdoai c 
Granada ; and he was disposed to punish ibe inbal 
itants, for the aid thej had rendered to the gvurriso 
of Coin. The siege of Malaga, therefore, was abtf 
doned for the present, and preparations made for 
rapid and secret move against the citj of Rondf. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

Siege of Randa, 

The bold Hamet el Zegri, the alcajde of Ronda, 
had returned sullenly to his strong-hold, after the 
surrender of Coin. He had fleshed his sword in 
battle with the christians, but his thirst for vengeance 
was still unsatisfied. Hamet gloried in the strength 
of his fortress, and the valor of his people. A fierce 
and warlike populace was at his command ; his sig- 
nal-fires could summon all the warriors of the Ser- 
rania'; his Gomeres almost subsisted on the spoils of 
Andalusia; and in the rock on which his folrtress was 
built, were hopeless dungeons, filled with christian 
captives, who had been carried off bjr these war- 
hawks of the mountains. 

Ronda was considered as impregnable. It was 
situated in the heart of wild and rugged mountains, 
and perched upon an isolated rock, crested bjr a 
strong citadel, with triple walls and towers. A deep 
ravine, or rather a perpendicular chasm of the rocks, 
of frightful depth, surrounded three parts of the city; 
through this flowed the Rio Verde, or Green river. 
There were two suburbs to the city, fortified by 
walls and towers, and almost inaccessible, from the 
natural asperity of the rocks. Around this rugged 
city were deep rich valleys, sheltered by the moun 
tains, refreshed by constant streams, abounding with 
grain and the most delicious fruits, and yielding ver- 
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dant mcftdowi, in whirli wan reared a renowned 
brncd of hom^H, tin: lM?iit in i\w whole kingdom tor a 
foray. 

Hamct cl Zegri had ncHrm\y n^tumed (o Ronda, 
when he rcreived inli*lli^<!ncc that tlie rhriiitian army 
wai marching to the nw^c of Malaga, and orden 
from Kl Zagal to Hcnd troopH to hia aisiatance. 
Ilamet sent a part of hin garriNon for that purpose; 
in the mean time, ho meditat<:d an expedition to 
which he was Htimiilated by pride and revenge. AH 
AiidaluHia waH now <iraiiied of itn troopv; there wai 
an opportunity therrfcin: for an inroad, by which he 
might wipe out the diHgracc of hiii defeat at the 
battle of Lopera. Apprehending no danger to his 
mountain city, now that the itonn of war had pMted 
down into tlie vega of Malaga, he: left but a remnant 
of hiv garriHon to man itM wuIIh, and, putting himaelf 
at the head of Ihh biind of (jomcrcN, Hwept down 
suddenly into tlie plaiuH of AndaluHia. lie careered, 
ahnoMt without reviHtunc'e, over tliOHe vast campiflas 
or piufturc landH, which formed a part of the domains 
of the duke of Medina Sidonia. In vain the bells 
were rung, and the alarm-fircH kindled-— the band of 
Ilamet had puHiied by, before any force could be 
anitembled, and waH only to be traced, like a hur- 
ricane, by the devahtation it had made. 

Ilamet regiiineil in nafcty tlict Si:rrania de Ronda, 
exulting in hiH HUcc<:HNful inroad. The mountain 
gleiiH were filled with long drovcM of cattle and flocks 
of hheep, from the campitlaH of Medina Sidonia. 
There were mulcH, too, laden with tlie plunder of 
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the villftgoR; und every wnrrior Imd somr. costly 
•poilof jowrU, for \m fnvoritc mintiTAii. 

As the /cgri drew near to Roiula, he was roused 
from his dreum of triumph by (he 80und of heary 
ordnance hollowing through the mountain defiles. 
His heart misgave him — he put spurs to his horse, 
and galloped in advance of his lagging cavalgada. 
As he proceeded, the noise of the ordnance increas- 
ed, echoing from clitFto clitf. Spurring his horse up 
n craggy height which commanded an extensive 
view, he beheld, to his consternation, the country 
about Ronda white with the tents of a besieging 
army. The royal standard, displayed before a proud 
encampment, showed that Ferdinand himself was 
present; while the incessant bla/.e and thunder of 
artillery, and the volumes of overhanging smoke, 
told the work of destruction that was going on. 

The royal army had succeeded in coming upon 
Ronda by surprise, during the absence of its alcayde 
and most of itm garrison ; but its inhabitants were 
warlike, and defended themselves bravely, trusting 
that Hamet and his Gomeres would soon return to 
their assistance. 

The fancied strength of their bulwarks had been 
of little avail against the batteries of the besiegers. 
In the space of four days, three towers, and great 
masses of the walls which defended the suburbs, were 
Imttcred down, and the suburbs taken and i)lundered. 
Lombards and other heavy ordnance were now lev 
elled at the walls of the city, and stones and missiles 
of all kinds hurled into the streets. The very rock 
Vol. !. T 20 
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OB which the cltj stood ihook with tho thunder of 
tho artUlorji and tho ohriitian capti?M| doop within 
Iti dungoonii hallod tho lound •• tho promlio of do- 
Uvoranco. 

Whon Himot ol Zogrl bohold hit city thus lur 
roundod tnd aiMlled, ho oallod upon hii mon to fol- 
low him, and mako a deaporato attempt to out thoir 
way through to ita relief. They proeooded Ntealthily 
through the roountaina,« until they oame to the neareit 
beighta above the chriitlan camp. When night fell, 
and part of the army wai lunk in aleep, they da- 
ioended the rockit and, ruahing luddonly upon the 
weakest part of the campt endeavored to break thair 
way througl) and gain the city. The camp was too 
strong to be forced \ they were driven back to tho 
crags of the mountains, fVom whence they defended 
themHalvas by ihowaring down darts ami stonaii upon 
their piiriuaw. 

Hainat now lit nianu-flraii about tha hai|{hts: his 
standard wan joiiuul by tha naighborinij mountain- 
ears, and by troops (vom Malaga. Thus rainforcad, 
ha mada rapaatad nitsaiilts upon tha chriiitianK, cut- 
tin){ t)ir all struisKlam from tha ouinp. All bin attampts, 
howavar, tt) Ibrt'a bin w«y into tha aity, wart< fruit 
lafm { umny of liiM brnvaiit man wai«a ulniu, and bo 
wuH oblii^ad (o ra(it)at into tha fuHtnamias of tha 
inouutainH, 

In tha ntaanwhila, tha dintraaii of Honda was 
lioiH'ly incrauMinK. I'ha nuuHjuaM of C-adix, having 
puMMt*iiition uf tha MubiirbN, waM anablad to approach 
to the vary loot uf tha perpandicular pi'oclpica rising 
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fr6m the river, on the summit of which the city is 
built. At the foot of this rock is a living fountain of 
limpid water, gushing into a great natural basin. A 
secret mine led down from within the city to this 
fountain, by several hundred steps cut in the solid 
rock. From hence the city obtained its chief supply 
of water ; and these steps were deeply worn by the 
weary feet of christian captives, employed in this 
painful labor. The marques of Cadiz discovered 
this Bubterranean passage, and directed his pioneers 
to countermine in the side of the rock : they pierced 
to the shaft, and, stopping it up, deprived the city 
of the benefit of thia precious fountain. 

While the brave marques of Cadiz was thus press- 
ing the siege with zeal, and glowing with the gener- 
ous thoughts of soon delivering his companions in 
arms from the Moorish dungeons, far other were the 
feelings of the alcayde Hamet el Zegri. He smote 
his breast and gnashed his teeth in impotent fury, as 
he beheld from the mountain cliffs the destruction of 
the city. Every thunder of the christian ordnance 
seemed to batter against his heart. He saw tower 
after tower tumbling by day, and at night the city 
blazed like a volcano. ^^ They fired not merely 
stones from their ordnance,^^ says a chronicler of the 
times, ^^ but likewise great balls of iron, cast in 
moulds, which demolished every thing they struck.'* 
They threw also balls of tow, steeped in pitch and 
oil and gunpowder, which, when once on fire, were 
not to be extinguished, and which set the houses in 
flames. Great was the horror of the inhabitants : 
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they knew not where to fljr for refuge : their bousei 
were in a blaze, or ihattered bj the ordnance; the 
itreeti were perilous from the &Uing mini and the 
bounding balli, which daihed to pieces erery thing 
they encountered. At night, the city looked like a 
fiery furnace; the cries and waitings of the women 
were heard between die thunders of the ordnance, 
and reached even to the Moors on the opposite 
mountains, who answered them by yells of fury and 
despair. 

AH hope of external succor being at an end, the 
inhabitants of .Ronda were compelled to capitulate. 
Ferdinand was easily prevailed upon to grant them 
fitvorable terms. The place war capable of longer 
resistance ; and he feared for the safety of his camp, 
as the forces were daily augmenting on the moun- 
tains, and making frequent assaults. The inhabitants 
were permitted to depart with their eflTectn, either to 
Barbary or elsewhere; and those who chose to re- 
side in Spain, had lands assigned them, and were in- 
dulged in the practice of their religion. 

No sooner did the place surrender, than detach- 
ments were sent to attack the Moors who hovered 
about the neighboring mountains. Hamet el Zegri, 
however, did not remain to make a fruitless battle. 
He gave up the game as lost, and retreated with his 
Gomores, filled with grief and rage, but trusting to 
fortune to give him future vengeance. 

The first care of the good marques of Cadiz, on 
entering Ronda, was to deliver his unfortunate com- 
panions in arms from the dungeons of the fortress. 
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What a difference in their looks from the time when* 
flushed with health and hope, and arrayed in nnilitary 
pomp, they had sallied forth upon the mountain 
foray I Many of them were almost naked, with irons 
at their ankles, and beards reaching to their waists. 
Their meeting with the marques was joyful ; yet it 
had the look of grief, for their joy was mingled with 
many bitter recollections. There was an immense 
number of other captives, among whom were seve- 
ral young men of noble families, who, with filial 
piety, had surrendered themselves prisoners in place 
of their fathers. 

The captives were all provided with mules, and 
sent to the queen at Cordova. The humane heart of 
Isabella melted at the sight of the piteous cavalcade. 
They were all supplied by her with food and rai- 
ment, and money to pay their expenses to their 
homes. Their chains were hung as pious trophies 
against the exterior of the church of St. Juan de los 
Reyes, in Toledo, where the christian traveller may 
regale his eyes with the sight of them at this very 
day. 

Among the Moorish captives was a young infidel 
maiden, of great beauty, who desired to become a 
christian and to remain in Spain. She had been in- 
spired with the light of the true faith, through the 
ministry of a young man who had been a captive in 
Ronda. lie was anxious to complete his good work, 
by marrying her. The queen consented to their 
pious wishes, having first taken care that the young 

T2 



ilini(U'ii Htiuiild lio jiiiii>t'r1y |>iiriliril liy llii' holy 
tncrauiviil of buptiiini. 

" Tliui tliii potiloiit not of tvnrfiire Hiitl intldolity, 
thn rHy uf Uoiiiia," Kttyn the wortliy Vvay Antoniw 
Agetpida, "wr» cimvortuil tu tlio ti'un fnith hy llio 
Ihuiidi^r uf our artillvi^ — nn cKnmiilt* wliicli whk 
■oou Ibllnwod bjr C'Huatiboiiola, At«H>cl)ii, and «t>i<^r 
towiw in ihtma piirtM, ItiHiMiiiiLh that i» the foanv o( 
thin ttsjicditian no Itw* tlinii mnvonty-twii [iltirrs wurr 
nuioiit^d IVoin lhi> Tilo wrt of Mtthonirl, and I'liiccil 
uridoi' Iho li(tni|{nHiU dr<inin»tioii nf llio cntM." 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

How the people of Oranada invited El Zagal to the 
throne, and how he marched to the capital. 

Thg people of Granada wert^ u versatile, unsteady 
race, and exceedingly given to make and unmake 
kinge. They had, for a long time, vacillated between 
old Muley Aben Hassan and his son Boabdil el Chico; 
sometimes setting up the one, sometimes the other, 
and sometimes both at once, according to the pinch 
and pressure of external evils. They found, how- 
ever, that the evils still went on increasing, in defi- 
ance of every change, and were at their wits' end to 
devise some new combination or arrangement, by 
which an efficient government might be wrought out 
of two bad kings. When the tidings arrived of the 
fall of Ronda, and the consequent ruin of the fron- 
tier, a tumultuous assemblage took place in one of 
the public squares. As usual, the people attributed 
the misfortunes of the country to the faults of their 
rulers ; for the populace never imagine that any part 
of their miseries can originate with themselves, A 
crafty alfaqui, named Alyme Mazer, who had watch- 
ed the current of their discontents, rose and ha- 
rangued them : " You have been choosing and chang* 
mg,*' said he, ** between two monarchs — and who 
and what are they 1 Muley Aben Hassan, for one ; a 
man worn out by age and infirmities, unable to sally 
forth against the foe, even when ravaging to the very 
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gitoi of the city:— «nd BottbcUl el Ohico, for the 
other ( an epoitite, i traitor, a deierter ilrom hii 
throne, a ftigitive among the enemiei of Mi nation, a 
man fated to miifortune, and proverbially named 
'the unlucky/ In a time of overwhelming war, 
like the present, be only ii fit to iway a iceptre who 
can wield a iword. Would you leek auch a man t 
You need not look far. .Allah has lent iue)i a one, 
in tbii time of diitreai, to retrieve the fortunea of 
Oranada. You already know whom I mean. You 
know that it can be no other than your general, the 
invincible Abdalla, whose lumame of El Zagal haa 
become a watch-word in battle, rousing the courage 
of the iklthAil, and striking terror into the unbe- 
lievers/* . 

The multitude received the words of the nlfaqui 
with ncclaintitioiis ; ihvy woro delighiod with the 
idcn of u third king over Ornnnda; and Abdnlln ol 
Zii^al boing of the roynl fiimily, and alrcMuly in iho 
virtiml oxorcino of roynl powor, the mcjnmiro had 
notliing in ii ihiit nppmrod either raiih or violent. A 
depiitntioh wan therefore sent to Kl Zngal nt Malaga, 
inviting him to repair to (^riumdn to receive the 
crown. 

Kl /upt exprcNNed great nnrprike and repugimnee, 
when the niiMion wud iinnoniic.ecl to hint ; nnd noih* 
iiig but hii« piitriotic /.(*(il for the pohlie Hafety, and 
\\\h fnitoniiil engeriieMM to relieve the aged Aben 
ItiiptRtin from the eatm ofgovcMMunent, prevailed upon 
him to tircc))t the oirer. 1 ^raving, therefore, Kodovmi 
^^'^negnii, one of fin* brav(*Ht MooriNh genernln, in 



command of Malaga, he departed for Granada, at- 
tended by three hundred trusty cavaUers. 

Old Muley Aben Hassan did not wait for the ar» 
rival of his brother. Unable any longer to buflfet 
witii the storms of the times, his only solicitude was 
to seek some safe and quiet harbor of repose. In one 
of the deep valleys which indent the Mediterranean 
coast, and which are shut up on tlie land side by 
stupendous mountains, stood the little city of Almu- 
necar The valley was watered by the Umpid river 
Frio, and abounded with fruits, with grain and pas- 
turage. The city was strongly fortified, and the gar- 
rison and alcayde were devoted to the old monarch. 
This was the place chosen by Muley Aben Hassan 
for his asylum. His first care was to send thither 
all his treasures ; his next care was to take refuge 
there himself; his third, that his sultana Zorayna, 
and tlieir two sons, should follow him. 

In the mean time, Muley Abdalla el Zagal pursued 
his journey towards the capital, attended by his 
three hundred cavaliers. The road from Malaga to 
Granada winds close by Alhama, and is dominated 
by that lofty fortress. This had been a most peril- 
ous pass for the Moors, during the time that Alhama 
was commanded by the count de Tendilla: not a 
traveller could escape his eagle eye, and his garrison 
was ever ready for a sally. The count dc Tendilla, 
however, had been relieved from this arduous post, 
and it liad been given in chai^ to Don Gutiere de 
Padilla, clavero, or treasurer of the order of Cala- 
trava; an easy, indulgent man, who had with him 

29 
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three hundred ga it knigbti of nti oroeri beiid« 
other tnercemrjr tKM . T s girriion had fiUltn off 
In dlicipline \ the can were hardjr in flght and 
daring in forajr, but conH< ; in thenuelvei and nef^i* 
gent of proper precauti< Just before the Joumqr 
of El Zagalf a number of tl me caYalierii with aefe- 
ral loldieni of fortune of i 9 garriioni in all about 
one hundred and seventy 1 en, had sallied forth to 
harass the Moorish country during its present dis- 
tracted state, and, having ravaged the valleys of the 
Sierra Nevada, or Snowy Mountains, were returning 
to Alhama in gay spirits and laden with booty. 

As fil Zagal passed throt ^ the neighboriiood of 
Alhama, he recollected the ancient perils of the road, 
and sent light cerradors in 1 dvance, to Inspect each 
rbck and ravine where a foe might lurk in ambush. 
One of thcMO scouts, overlooking a narrow valley 
which opened upon the rond, descried a troop of 
horsemen on the banks of a little stream. They 
wore dismounted, and hnd taken the bridles from 
their steeds, that they might crop the fresh grass on 
the banks of the river. The horsemen were scat- 
tered about, some reposing in the shades of rocks 
and tr(H*s, otheni gnmbling for the spoil they hnd 
taken: not 11 sentinel wan posted to keep guard; 
every thitif^ showed the perfect security of men who 
consider themselves beyond the reach of danger. 

TlicHe carc^less cavaliers were in fact the knights 
of ('alatravn, with a part of their companions In 
annn, returning from their foray. A part of their 
force had passed on with the cavalgada; ninety of 
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th« principal cavnlirrs had Imllcd to refresh tlicm* 
selves in this valley. Kl Zagal smiled with ferocious 
joy, when he heard of thoir negligent security. 
^^ Here will be trophies/^ said he, ^^ to grace our en- 
trance into Granada.*^ 

Approaching the valley with cautious silence, ho 
wheeled into it at full speed at (ho head of his troop, 
and attacked the christians so suddenly and furiously, 
that they had not time to put the bridles upon their 
horses, or even to leap into the saddles. They made 
a confused but valiant defence, tigliting among the 
. rocks, and in the nigged bed of the river. Their 
defence was useless \ seventy^nine were slain, and 
tho remaining eleven were taken prisoners. 

A party of the Moors galloped in pursuit of tho 
cavalgadn : they soon overtook it, winding slowly up 
a hill. Tho horsemen who conveyed it, perceiving 
the enen^y at a distance, made their escape, and left 
the spoil to be retaken by the Moors. Kl Zagal 
gathered togeilier his captives and his booty, and 
proceeded, elate with success, to Cranada. 

He paused before the gate of IClvira, for as yet he 
had not been proclaimed king. This ceremony was 
immediately performed ; for the fame of his recent 
exploit had preceded him, and had intoxicated tho 
minds of the giddy populace. He entered Grannda 
in a sort of triumph. The eleven captive knights of 
Calatrava walked in front : next were paraded the 
ninety captured steeds, bearing the armor and wea 
|K>ns of their late owners, and led by as many 
mounted Moors: then came seventy Moorish horse- 
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men, with as many christian heads banging at their 
saddle-bows: Muley Abdalla el Zagal followed, sQ^ 
rounded by a number of distinguished caTatien 
splendidly attired ; and the pageant was closed by a 
ong cavalgada of the flocks and herds, and otiber 
booty, recovered from the christians.* 

The populace gaied with almost savage triumph 
at these captive cavaliers and the gory heads of 
their companions, knowing them lo have been 
part of the formidable garrison of Alhama, so long 
the scourge of Grenada and the terror of Hie vega. 
They hailed this petty triumph as an auspicious 
opening of the reign of their new monarch ; for 
several days, the names of Muley Aben Hassan and 
Bbabdil el Chico were never mentioned but with 
contempt, and the whole city resounded with the 
praises of E) Zagal, or the valiant. 

* Zurita, lib. SK). o. 69. Mariana, Hiit. do EvpailA. Abaros, 
Analoi da Aragoiu 
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CHAPTER WXII 

FfoK dke CmaU de Cahra aiUmpft-d to capfure iouakcr 
King^ and hmr he fared in hU attempt, 

Thf. elevation of a bold and active veteran to the 
throne of Granada, in place of it« late bedridden king, 
made an important diflerence in the aspect of the 
war, and called for some blow that i^hould dash the 
confidence of the Moors in their new monarch, and 
animate the christians to fresh exertions. 

Don Diej^o de Cordova, the brave count de»Cabra, 
was at this time in his castle of Vaena, where he kept 
a war}' eye upon the frontier. It was now the latter 
part of August, and he grieved that the summer should 
pass away without an inroad into the country of the 
foe. Tie sent out his scouts on the prowl, and they 
brought him word that the important post of Mocliu 
was but weakly garrisoned. This was a castellated 
town, strongly situated upon a high mountain, partly 
surrounded by thick forests, and partly girdled by a 
river. It defended one of the rugged and soUtary 
passes, by which the christians were wont" to make 
their inroads; insomuch that the Moors, in their 
figurative way, denominated it the shield of Granada, 

The count dc Cabra sent word to the monarc 
of the feeble state of the garrison, and gave it 
opinion, that, by a secret and rapid expeditioni t 
place might bo suqmsed. King Ferdinand i 

Vol. 1. U 
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the advice of hii couniaUon. Some cautioned him 
against the langaine temperament of the count, and 
hii heedletinen of danger; Moclin, they obtenred, 
wai near to Granada, and might be promptly rein- 
forced. The opinion of the count, however, pre- 
vailed ; the king considering him almost infallible, in 
matters of border war&re, since his capture of Boab- 
dil el Chico. 

The king departed, therefore, from Cordova, and 
took post at Alcala la Real, for the purpose of being 
near to Moclin. The queen, also, proceeded to 
Vaena, accompanied bj her children, prince Juan 
and the princess Isabella, and her great counsellor 
in all matters, public and private, spiritual and tem- 
poral, the venerable grand cardinal of Spaiq. 

Nothing could exceed the pride and satis&ction 
of the loyal count de Cabra, when ho saw this stately 
train winding along the dreary mountain roads, and 
entering the gates of Vaena. He received his royal 
guests with all due ceremony, and lodged them in 
the best apartments that the warrior castle aflbrdcd, 
being the same that had formerly been occupied by 
the royal captive Boabdil. 

King Ferdinand had concerted a wary plan, to in* 
sure the bucccbb of the enterprise. The count do 
Cabra and Don Martin Alonzo de Montemayor were 
to set forth with their troops, so as to reach Moclin 
by a certain hour, and to intercept all who should 
attempt to enter, or should sally from the town. The 
Mnnter of Calatrava, the troops of the grand cardinal, 

Yimandcd hy the count of Buendia, and the forces 
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of tlio biftliop of Jacii, led by that bclligervtit prclnti;, 
Amounting in all to four thouiiand horse and six thou- 
sand foot, wore to set off in time to co*oporate with 
the count de Cabra, so as to surround tlie town. The 
king was to follow witli his whole force, and encamp 
before Uie place. 

And here the wortliy padre Fray Antonio Agapida 
breaks forth into a triumphant eulogy of the pious 
prelates, who thus mingled personally in these scenes 
of warfare. As this was a holy crusade (says he) 
undertaken for the advancement of the faith and the 
glory of the church, so was it always comUcnanced 
and upheld by saintly men : for tlie victories of their 
most Catholic majesties were not followed, like those 
of mere worldly sovereigns, by erecting castles and 
towers, and appointing alcaydes and garrisons ; but 
by the founding of convents and cathedrals, and the 
establishment of wealthy bishoprics. Wherefore their 
msjesties were always surrounded, in court or camp, 
in the cabinet or in the field, by a crowd of ghostly 
advisers, inspiriting them to the prosecution of this 
most righteous war. Nay, the holy men of the church 
did not scruple, at times, to buckle on the cuirass over 
the cassock, to exchange the crosier for the lance, 
and tiius, with corporal hands and temporal weapons, 
to fight tlie good fight of the faith. 

But to return from this rhapsody of the worthy 
friar. The count de Cabra, being instructed in the 
complicated arrangements of the king, marched forth 
at midnight to execute them punctually. He led his 
troops by the little river that winds below Vaena, 
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and so up the wild defiles of the mountains, marching 
all night, and stopping only in the heat of the follow- 
ing day, to repose under the shadowy cliffs of a deep 
barranca, calculating to arrive at Moclin exactly in 
time to co-operate with the other forces. 

The troops had scarcely stretched themselves on 
the earth to take repose, when a scout arrived, 
bringing word that El Zagal had suddenly sallied 
out of Granada with a strong force, and had encamp- 
ed in the vicinity of Moclin. It was plain that the 
wary Moor had received information of the intended 
attack. This, however, was not the idea that pre- 
sented itself to the mind of the count de Cabra. He 
had captured one king — ^here was a fair opportunity 
to secure another. What a triumph, to lodge another 
captive monarch in his castle of Vaena I — what a 
prisoner to deliver into the hands of his royal mis- 
tress 1 Fired witli the thoughts, the good count forgot 
all the arrangements of the king; or rather, blinded 
by former success, he trusted every thing to courage 
and fortune, and thought that, by one bold swoop, he 
might again bear off the royal prize, and wear his 
laurels without competition.* His only fear was 
that the Master of Calatrava, and the belligerent 
bishop, might come up in time to share the glory of 
the victory; so, ordering every one to horse, this 
hot-spirited cavalier pushed on for Moclin, without 
allowing his troops the necessary time for repose. 

The evening closed, as the count arrived in the 



* Mariana, lib. 25. c. 17. Abarca, Zurita, &o. 
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neighborhood of Moclin. It was the full of the moon, 
and a bright and cloudless night. The count was 
inarching through one of those deep valleys or ravines, 
worn in the Spanish mountains by the brief but tre- 
mendous torrents which prevail during the autumnal 
rains. It was walled on each side by lofty and al- 
most perpendicular cliffs^ but great masses of moon- 
light were thrown into the bottom of the glen, glitter- 
ing on the armor of the shining squadrons, as they 
silently passed through it Suddenly the war-cry of 
the Moors rose in various parts of the valley ; " El 
Zagal I El Zagal !" was shouted from every cliff, ac- 
companied by showers of missiles, that struck down 
several o( the christian warriors. The count lifted 
up his eyes, and beheld, by the light of the moon, 
every cliff glistening with Moorish soldiery. The 
deadly shower fell thickly round him, and the shining 
armor of his followers made them fair objects for the 
aim of the enemy. The count saw his brother Gon- 
zalo struck dead by his side; his own horse sunk 
under him, pierced by four Moorish lances ; and he 
received a wound in the hand from an arquebuss. 
He remembered the horrible massacre of the moun- 
tains of Malaga, and feared a similar catastrophe. 
There was no time to pause. His brother^s horse, 
freed from his slaughtered rider, was running at 
large; seizing the reins, he sprang into the saddle, 
called upon his men to follow him, and, wheeling 
round, retreated out of the fatal valley. 

The Moors, rushing down from the heights, pur- 
sued the retreating christians. The chase endured 

U2 30 



234 A cHRojiirii: or 

for a letgue, but it wis a league of n>u|^ and broken 
road, wbere the christians had to turn and fig|it at 
almost every step. In thest' »hort but fierce combats^ 
the enemj lost many cavaliers of note; but the Iom 
of the christians was infinitely nwre grievous, com- 
prising numbers of the noblest warriors of Vaena and 
its vicinity. Many of the christians, disabled by 
wounds or exhausted by fatigue, t\imed aside and 
endeavored to conceal themselves among rocks and 
thickets, but never more rejoined their companions, 
being slain or captured by the Moon, or perishing in 
their wretched retreats. 

The arrival of the troops, led by the Master of 
Calatrava and the bishop of Jaen, put an end to the 
route. El Zagal contented himself with the laurels 
he had gained, and, ordering the trumpets to call oflf 
his men from the pursuit, returned in great triumph 
to Moclin.* 

Queen Isabella was at Vaena, awaiting with great 
anxiety the result of the expedition. She was in a 
stately apartment of the castle, looking towards the 
road that winds through the mountains fmm Moclini 
and regarding the watch-towers that crowned the 
neighboring heights, in hopes of favorable signals. 
The prince and prince^?, her children, were with 
her, and her venerable counsellor the gnuid cardinal. 
All shared in the anxiety of the moment. At length 
couriers were seen riding toward the town. They 
entered its gates, but before they reached the castle, 



* Zurito, lib. 20. c. 4. Pul^r, Cronica. 
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ihe nature of their tidings was known to the queen, 
by the shrieks and wailings that rose from the streets 
below. The messengers were soon followed by 
wounded fugitives, hastening home to be relieved, or 
to die among their friends and families. The whole 
town resounded with lamentations; for it had lost 
fhe flower of its youth, and its bravest warriors. 
Isabella was a woman of courageous soul, but her 
feelings were overpowered by the spectacle of wo 
which presented itself on every side; her maternal 
heart mourned over the death of so many loyal sub- 
jects, who so shortly before had rallied round her 
with devoted affection ; and, losing her usual self- 
command, she sunk into deep despondency. 

In this gloomy state of mind, a thousand apprehen- 
sions crowded upon her. She dreaded the confidence 
which this success would impart to the Moors : she 
feared also for the important fortress of Alhama, the 
garrison of which had not been reinforced, since its 
foraging party had been cut off by this same El 
Zagal. On every side the queen saw danger and 
disaster, and feared that a general reverse was about 
to attend the Castilian arms. 

The grand cardinal comforted her with both spir- 
itual and worldly counsel. He told her to recollect 
ttiat BO country was ever conquered without occa- 
sional reverses to the conquerors; that the Moors 
were a warlike people, fortified in a rough and 
mountainous country, where they never could be 
conquered by her ancestors, — and that in fact her 
armies had already, in three years, taken more cities 
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than tii(;M: of any of her prcdccGMoni had been able 
to do ill twelve. He concluded hy offering hiiroelf 
to take the field, with three thousand cavalrjr, bin 
own retainers, paid and maintained by himself, and 
either haMen to the relief of Alhama, or undertake 
liny other expedition her majesty might command. 
The diHrreet words of the cardinal sootliod the spirit 
of the (jnec^ii, who always looked to him for consola- 
tion; and she soon recovered her usual equanimity. 

•Some of the counsellors of Isabella^ of that politic 
class who seek to rise hy the faults of others, were 
loud in their censures of the rashness of the count 
71ie (|ueeii drff^ided him, with prompt generosity. 
** The enterprise,^* said she, ** was rash, but not more 
msh than that of Luceiia, which was crowned with 
success, and which we have all applauded as the 
height of heroism. Had the count de Cabra suc- 
cvvAvA in capturing the uncle, as he did the nephew, 
who in tlicTe that would not have praised him to the 
skirs?" 

'J*he magnanimous words of the queen put a stop 
to all invidious remarks in Iwv presence; but certain 
of the courtiers, who had (;nvied the count the glory 
gained hy his former achievements, continued to 
magnify, among themselves, his present imprudence; 
and we are tr»ld hy Fray Antonio Agapida, that they 
sneeringly gave the worthy cavalier the appellation 
of count d(^ ('»hra, the king-calcher. 

Ferdinand had reached the place on the front i(T 
culled (he Fountnin of the King, within three leagues 
of Moclin, when he heard of the late disasler. Fie 
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tly lamented the precipitation of the count, but 
ore to express himself with severity, for he knew 
value of that loyal and valiant ' cavalier.* He 
a council of war, to dietermine what course was 
e pursued. Some of his cavaliers advised him to 
idon the attempt upon Moclin, the place bdng 
ajgly reinforced, and the enemy inspirited by his 
nt victory. Certain old Spanish hidalgos re- 
ied him that he had but few Castilian troops in 
irmy, without which staunch soldiery his prede- 
ors never presumed to enter the Moorish terri- 
; while others remonstrated that it would be 
^th the dignity of the king to retire from an en- 
rise, on account of the defeat of a single cavalier 
his retainers. In this way the king was distract- 
»y a multitude of counsellors, when fortunately a 
it from the queen put an end to his perplexities. 
3eed we, in the next chapter, to relate what was 
purport of that letter. 



* Abarca, Anales de Aragon. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

I 

t 

agamH ike duties of CambU and Albakar, 

*^ Happy are those princes,'^ exclaims the worthy 
padre Fray Antonio Agapida, ^^ who have women 
and priests to advise them, for in these dwdleth Uie 
spirit of counsel/' While Ferdinand and his captains 
were confounding each other in their deliberations 
at the Fountain of the King, a quiet but deep little 
council of war was held in the state apartment of 
the old castle of Vaena, between queen Isabella, the 
venerable Pedro Gonzalez de Mendoza, grand car- 
dinal of Spain, and Don Garcia Osorio, the bellige- 
rent bishop of Jaen. This last worthy prelate, who 
had exchanged his mitre for a helm, no sooner beheld 
the defeat of the enterprise against Moclin, than he 
turned the reins of his sleek, stall-fed steed, and 
hastened back to Vacna, full of a project for the em- 
ployment of the army, the advancement of the faith, 
and the benefit of his own diocese. He knew that 
the actions of the king were influenced by the opin- 
ions of the queen, and that the queen always inclined 
a listening ear to the counsels of saintly men: he laid 
his plans, therefore, with the customary wisdom of 
his cloth, to turn the ideas of the queen into the 
proper channel; and this was the purport of the 
worthy bishop's Hnggestions. 
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The bishopric of Jaen had for a long time been 
harassed by two Moorish castles, the scourge and 
terror of all that part of the country. They were 
situated on the frontiers of the kingdom of Granada, 
about four leagues from Jaen, in a deep, narrow, 
and rugged valley, surrounded by lofty mountains. 
Through this valley runs the Rio Frio, (or Cold 
river,) in a deep channel, worn between high pre- 
cipitous banks. On each side of the stream rise two 
vast rocks, nearly perpendicular, within a stone^s- 
throw of each other; blocking up the gorge of the 
valley. On the summits 6f these rocks stood the two 
formidable castles Cambil and Albahar, fortified with 
battlements and towers of great height and thickness. 
They were connected together by a bridge, thrown 
from rock to rock across the river. The road, which 
passed through the valley, traversed this bridge, and 
wa9 completely commanded by these castles. They 
stood like two giants of romance, guarding the pass, 
and dominating the valley. 

The kings of Granada, knowing the importance 
of these castles, kept them always well garrisoned, 
and victualled to stand a siege, with fleet steeds and 
hard riders, to forage the country of the christians. 
The warlike race of the Abencerrages, the troops 
of die royal household, and others of the choicest 
chivalry of Granada, made them their strong-holds, 
or posts of arms, from whence to sally forth on those 
predatory and roving enterprises, which were th 
delight of the Moorish cavaliers. As the wealthy 
bishopric of Jaen lay immediately at hand, it sufiered 
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iiinrc prniliiirly froiii thrnc iiiiiiiiiiilri'K. 'I'ltry clrovn 
of)' till- fill iM'fvi'M 1111(1 flic n(»(-k4 (if Nlirrp from tlin 
imimIiu'cn, iiimI Hwcpl the liilMircr*! rmiii IIk* f'irld ; (hrj 
N('(»iiri'«l 11)1? ( (Hiiitry t(» the very ^iilcn of .Inrn, «o 
(hut the citi/i'iiK ('(Hild not venture fniin their wnlli, 
without the rink ni heiii^; h(»rne off (;»|>fivn to llif! 
(lini^eoim of them* cimlle^. 

The. worthy hidhop, like ii (;o(n1 |)iiHt(»r, hehelil with 
Kriel' of heart liin ftit hi«iho|>ri(' diiily wii«iii(( Irurier 
tiiid leaner, and poorer and |M»orer; and hin holy irr: 
wim kindled at the tlKMij^htu that the pooeMiohfi of 
the ( hureh whould thtm he at the merry of a rrfiW of 
infideU. It wtm the ur^^ent ('.(HiiiMel of the htfihop, 
therefore, that the military foree, thun providentiiilly 
HMemhh'd in the nei^^hhorho'Ml, niiire it wan nppn- 
rently foiled in liK attempt, upon M(M')tn, nliditld h(; 
turned a^aiimt thcM* inmdent (-n>itle«, and thi: eouidiy 
delivered from their (l(»minati(»n. 'Vhr. (;rand ranhnal 
HUpported the nu(/^e«ition of Ihi- hinhop, and de.f^lnred 
thill he had lonj; nie(htiited the p/dicy of fi mf^nMiri^ 
of the kind. Their uinted opinioim found favor with 
the (pnren, and hIic diitpatched a hotter on thr* KubjiTel 
to the kin^;. It earne )u«it in time to relieve him frrmi 
tlif- di4tra( tion of a rnidtilude (»f eoun*iellorN, and he 
immedidtely undertook the redueti(m (»f thode nrtle*. 

The manpien (d < -adi/, waii aecordin^/ly (ii*nl in ad- 
vance, with tw(» thounaiid hr»n«e, to keep a wat/h 
upon th(? ^arriHon^, and preveid all enfran( c '#r ejtit, 
until the kui(/ f.lKndd arrive with the main army and 
the hatteru)^^ artillery. The (pieen, to h#' near at 
liiirid ui ( ake (d' need, moved her (piart#r« to the city 
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of Jaen, where she was received with martial honors 
'by the belligerent bishop, who had buckled on his 
cuirass and girded on his sword, to fight in the cause 
of hi& dioQese. 

In the mean time, the marques of Cadiz arrived in 
the valley, and completely shut up the Moors within 
their walls. The castles were under the command 
of Mahomet ijcntin Ben Usef, an Abencerrage, and 
one of the bravest cavaliers of Granada. In his gar- 
risons were many troops of the fierce African tribe 
of Gomeres. Mahomet Lentin, confident in the 
strength of his fortresses, smiled as he looked down 
from his battlements upon the christian cavalry, per- 
plexed in the rough and narrow valley. He sent 
forth skirmishing parties to harass them, and there 
were many sharp combats between small parties and 
single knights; but the Moors were driven back to 
their castles, and all attempts to send intelligence of 
their situation to Granada, were frustrated by the 
vigilance of the marques of Cadiz. 

At length the I^ons of the royal army came pour- 
ing, with vaunting trumpet and fluttering banner, 
along the defiles of the mountains. They halted be- 
fore the castles, but the king could not find room in 
the narrow and rugged valley to form his camp : he 
had to divide it into three parts, which were posted 
on different heights ; and his tents whitened the sides 
of the neighboring hills. When the encampment was 
formed, the army remained gazing idly at the castles. 
The artillery was upwards of four leagues in the rear, 
and without artillery all attack would be in vain. 
Vol. I. X 31 
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The alcayde Mahomet Lentin knew the natare of 
the road by which the artillery had to be brought 
It was merely a narrow and rugged path, at times 
scaling almost perpendicular crags and precipices, 
up which it was utterly impossible for wheel car 
riages to pass; neither was it in the power of man oi 
beast to draw up the lombards, and other ponderous 
ordnance. He felt assured, therefore, that they never 
could be brought to the camp; and, without their 
aid, what could the christians effect against his rock- 
built castles? He scoffed at them therefore, as he saw 
their tents by day and their fires by night covering 
the surrounding heights. ^ Let them linger here a 
little while longer,^' said he, ^^ and the autumnal tor- 
rents will wash them from the mountains.^^ 

While the alcayde was thus closely mewed up 
within his walls, and the christians remained inactive 
in their camp, he noticed, one calm autumnal day, 
the Bound of implements of labor echoing among the 
mountains, and now and then the crash of a falling 
tree, or a thundering report, as if some rock had 
been heaved from its bed and hurled into the valley. 
The alcayde was on the battlements of his castle, 
surrounded by his knights. ** Methinks,^' said he 
*^ these christians are making war upon the rocks 
and trees of the mountains, since they find our castles 
unassailable.^^ 

The sounds did not cease even during the night : 
every now and then, the Moorish sentinel, as he 
paced the battlements, heard some crash echoing 
among the heights. The return of day explained the 
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mystery. Scarcely did the sun shine against the 
summits of the mountains, than shouts hurst from the 
cliffi opposite to the castles, and were answered 
from the camp, with jojrful sound of kettle-drums 
and trumpets. 

The astonished Moors lifted up their eyes, and 
beheld, as it were, a torrent of war breaking out of 
a narrow defile. There was a multitude of men, 
with pickaxes, spades, and bars of iron, clearing 
away every obstacle; while behind them slowly 
moved along great teams of oxen, dragging heavy 
ordnance, and all the munitions of battering artillery. 
^^Wbat cannot women and priests effect, when 
they unite in council ?" exclaims again the worthy 
Antonio Agapida. The queen had held another con- 
sultation with the grand cardinal and the belligerent 
bishop of Jaen. It was clear that the heavy ordnance 

j could never be conveyed to the camp by the regular 
road of the country; and without battering artillery, 

; nothing could be effected. It was suggested, how- 
ever, by the zealous bi%hop, that another road might 
be opened, through a more practicable part of the 
mountains. It would be an undertaking extravagant 
and chimerical, with ordinary means; and, therefore, 
unlooked for by the enemy: but what coiild not 
kings effect, who had treasures and armies at com- 

1 mand ? 

\ The project struck the enterprising spirit of the 
queen. Six thousand men, with pickaxes, crowbars. 



t and every other necessary implement, were set to 
! work day and night, to break a road through the 
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very cciiirc of the mountains. No time was to be 
lo«t, for it wan rumored that Kl Zagal waa about to 
march with a mighty hont to the relief of the caitlef . 
Tlie bustling bishop of Jaeii acted as pioneer, to 
mark the route and superintend the laborers; and 
the grand cardinal took care that the work should 
never languish through lack of means.* 

^^ When kings^ treasures,^* says Pray Antonio Aga* 
pida/^ are dispensed by priestly hands, there is no 
stint, as the glorious annals of Spain bear witness/* 
Under tlie guidance of tliese giiostly men, it seemed 
as if miracles were effected. Almost an entire moun- 
tain was levelled, valleys filled up, trees hewn down, 
rocks broken and overturned ; in short, all the ob- 
stacles which nature had heaped around, entirely 
and promptly vanished, hi little in(»rc than twelve 
days, tliis gigantic work was effeclctd, and the ord- 
nance dragged to the camp, to the great triumph of 
the christians and confusion of the Moors.t 

No sooner was the heavy artillery arrived, than it 
was mounted, in all Imste, upon the neighboring 
heights: Francisco Ramirez de Madrid, the first en- 
gineer in Spain, superintended the batteries, and soon 
opened a destructive (ire upon the castles. 

When tlie valiant alcayde, Mahomet Lentin, found 
his towers tumbling about him, and his bravest men 
dashed from the walls, witliout the power of inflict- 
ing a wound upon the foe, his haughty spirit was 



* Zurittt, AiialoH do Aragon, lib. 20. c. 04. Fulgar, part 3i cap. 6 1 . 
t Id«»i. 
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greatly exasperated. " Of what avail," said he, bit- 
terly, ^^ is all the prowess of knighthood against these 
cowardly engines, that murder from afar?" 

For a whole day, a tremendous fire kept thunder- 
ing upon the castle of Albahar. The lombards dis- 
cbaiged laige stones, which demolished two of the 
towers, and all the battlements which guarded the 
portal. If any Moors attempted to defend the walls 
or repair the breaches, they were shot down by ri- 
badoquines, and other small pieces of artillery. The 
christian soldiery issued forth from the camp, under 
cover of this fire; and, approaching the castles, 
diacbaiged flights of arrows and stones through the 
openings made by the ordnance. 

At length, to bring the siege to a conclusion, Fran- 
cisco Ramirez elevated some of the heaviiest artillery 
on a mount that rose in form of a cone or pyramid, 
on the side of the river near to Albahar^ and com- 
manded both castles. This was an operation of great 
skill and excessive labor, but it was repaid by com- 
plete success; for the Moors did not dare to wait 
until this terrible battery should dischaige its fury. 
Satisfied that all further resistance ,was vain, the 
\^liant alcayde made signal for a parley. The 
articles of capitulation were soon arranged. The 
alcayde and his garrisons were permitted to return 
in safety to the city of Granada, and the castles were 
delivered into the possession of king Ferdinand, on 
the day of the festival of St. Matthew, in the month 
of September. They were immediately repaired, 

X2 
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strongly garrisoned, and delivered iu cbai|$e to the 
city of Jaen. 

The eiFects of tliis triumph were immediatelj ap- 
parent. Quiet and security once more settled upon 
the bishopric. The husbandmen tilled their fields in 
peace, the herds and flocks fattened unmolested in 
the pastures, and the vineyards yielded corpulent 
skinsful of rosy wine. I'he good bishop enjoyed, in 
the gratitude of his people, the approbation of his 
conMcience, the increase of his revenues, and the 
abundance of bis table, a reward for all his toils and 
perils. '^ This glorious victory,^' exclaims Fray An- 
tonio Agapida, ^'achieved by such extraordinary 
management and infinite labor, is a shining example 
of what a bishop can effect, for the promotion of the 
faith and the good of his diocese.** 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

Enterprise of the knights cf Calatrava against ZcHea. 

While these events were taking place on the 
northern frontier of the kingdom of Granada, the 
important fortress of Alhama was neglected, and its 
commander, Don Gutiere de Padilla, clavero of 
Calatrava, reduced to great perplexity. The rem- 
nant of the foraging party, which had been surprised 
and massacred by the fierce £1 Zagal when on his 
way to Granada to receive the crown, had returned 
in confusion and dismay to the fortress. They could 
only speak of their own disgrace, being obliged to 
abandon their cavalgada, and to fly, pursued by a 
superior force: of the flower of their party, the 
gallant knights of Calatrava, who had remained be- 
hind in the valley, they knew nothing. A few days 
cleared up all the mystery of their fate : tidings were 
brought that their bloody heads had been borne in 
triumph into Granada by the ferocious El Zagal. 
The surviving knights of Calatrava, who formed a 
part of the garrison, burned to revenge the death of 
their comrades, and to wipe out the stigma of this 
defeat ; but the clavero had been rendered cautious 
by disaster, — ^he resisted all their entreaties for a 
foray. His garrison was weakened by the loss of so 
many of its bravest men ; the vega was patrolled by 
numerous and powerful squadrons, sent forth by the 
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wiii'likc Kl Za^l; above all, tlie movemeiils of the 
(^arrinon were watched by the warriore of Zaiea, a 
Ktroiif^ town, only two leagues distant, on the road 
towards Loxa. This place wan a continual check 
upon Albania when in ittt niobt powerful Htatc, placing 
ambubcades to entrap the cbriritian cavalien in the 
course of tbeir sallieh. Pre(|uent and bloody skir- 
HiihlieH had taken place, in conseijuence ; and ttie 
troops of Albama, when returning from their forays, 
had oflen lo fight their way back through tlie squad- 
rons of Zalea. Thus surrounded by dangers, Don 
(jutiere de Fadilla restniined the eagerness of bis 
troopM for a sally, knowing that any additional disas- 
ter might be followed by the loss of Alhama. 

In the meanwhile, provisions began to grow scarce; 
they were unable to forage the country as usual for 
supplies, and depended for relief upon tlie Castilian 
hov(;reignH. The defeat of the count de Cabra filled 
the: measure of their perplexities, as it interrupted 
the intended reinforcements and supplies. To such 
extremity were ttiey reduced, tlrnt they were com- 
pelled to kill some of their tiorses for provisions. 

'i'he worthy clavero, Don Cjlutiere de Fadilla, was 
pondering one day on this gloomy state of aiFairs, 
when a Moor was brought before him who had sur- 
rendered himself at the gate of Alhama, and claimed 
an audience. Don (lutiere was accustomed to visits 
of the kind from renegado Moors, who roamed the 
country as spies and adalides ; but the countenance 
of this man was quite unknown to him. He had a 
box strapptni to liih shoubbfrs, containing divers arti- 
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cles of traffic, and appeared to be one of those 
itinerant traders, who often resorted to Alhama and 
the other garrison towns, under pretext of vending 
trivial merchandise, such as amulets, perfumes, and 
trinkets, but who often produced rich shawls, golden 
chains and necklaces, and valuable gems and jewels. 

The Moor requested a private conference wiA 
the clavero : " I have a precious jewel," said he, " to 
dispose of," 

" I want no jewels," replied Don Gutiere. 

*' For the sake of him who died on the cross, the 
great prophet of your faith," said Hie Moor, solemnly, 
^refuse not my request; the jewel I speak of you 
alon^ can purchase, but I can only treat about it in 
secret" 

Don Gutiere perceived there was something hid- 
den under these mystic and figurative terms, in which 
the Moors were often accustomed to talk. He mo- 
tioned to his attendants to retire. When they were 
alone, the Moor looked cautiously round the apart- 
ment, and then, approaching close to the knight, de- 
manded in a low voice, "What will you give me, if I 
deliver the fortress of Zalea into your hands?" 

Don Gutiere looked with surprise at the humble 
individual that made such a suggestion. 

" What means have you," said he, " of efiecting 
such a proposition ?" 

" I have a brother in the garrison of Zalea," re- 
plied the Moor, ^ who, for a proper compensation 
would admit a body of troops into the citadel." 

Don Gutiere turned a scrutinizing eye upon the 

32 
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Moor. *'What right have 1 to believe/^ said he, 
** that thou wilt be truer to me, than to those of thy 
blood and thy religion?^* 

^* 1 renounce all tics to them, either of blood or 
religion,^^ replied the Moor; *^my mother was a 
christian captire; her country shall henceforth be 
my country, and her faith my faith/^* 

The doubts of Don Gutiere were not dispelled by 
this profession of mongrel Christianity. ^^ Granting 
the sincerity of thy conversion,^^ said he, ^ art thou 
under no obligations of gratitude or duty to the al- 
cayde of the fortress thou wouldst betray?** 

The eyes of the Moor flashed fire at the words; 
he gnashed his teeth with fury. ^The atcayde,** 
cried he, ^^ is a dog ! He has deprived my brother 
of his just share of booty ; he has robbed mc of my 
merchandise, treated me worse than a Jew when I 
murmured at his injustice, and ordered me to be 
thrust forth ignominiously from his walls. May the 
curse of God fall upon my head, if I rest content 
until I have full revenue!** 

^^ Enough,** said Don Gutiere: ^^I trust more to 
thy revenge than thy religion.'* 

The good clavcro called a council of his officers. 
The knights of Calatrava were unanimous for the 
enterprise — zealous to appepse the manes of their 
slaughtered comrades. Don Gutiere reminded them 
of the state of the garrison, enfeebled by their late 
loss, and H<:arcely sufficient for the defence of the 
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walls. The cavaliers replied, that there was no 
achievement without risk, and that there would have 
been no great actions recorded in history, had there 
not been daring spirits ready to peril life to gain 
renown. 

Don Gutiere }aelded to the wishes of his knights, 
for to have resisted any further might have drawn on 
him the imputation of timidity: he ascertained by 
trusty spies that every thing in Zalea remained in 
the usual state, and he made all the requbite arrange- 
ments for the attack. 

When the appointed night arrived, all the cava- 
liers were anxious to engage in the enterprise; but 
the individuals were decided by lot. They set out, 
under the guidance of the Moor; and when they had 
arrived in the vicinity of Zalea, they bound his hands 
behind his back, and their leader pledged his knightly 
word to strike him dead, on the first sign of treach- 
ery. He then bade him to lead the way. 

It was near midnight, when they reached the walls 
of the fortress. They passed silently along until they 
found themselves below the citadel. Here their 
guide made a low and preconcerted signal : it was 
answered from above, and a cord let down from the 
wall. The knights attached to it a ladder, which was 
drawn, up and fastened. Gutiere Mufloz was the 
first that mounted, followed by Pedro de Alvanado, 
both brave and hardy soldiers. A handful succeeded : 
they were attacked by a party of guards, but held 
them at bay until more of their comrades ascended ; 
with their assistance, they gained possession of a 



269 • A CIIRONICLK OF 

tower and part of the wall. The garrison, by this 
time, was aroused ; but before they could reach the 
scene of action, most of the cavaliers were within 
the battlements. A bloody contest raged for about 
an liour — several of the christians were slain, but 
many of the Moors ; at length the whole citadel was 
carried, and the town sulimitted without resistance. 

Thus did the gallant knights of Calatrava gain the 
strong town of Zaiea witli scarcely any loss, and 
atone for the inglorious defeat of their companions 
by Kl Zagal. They found the magazines of the 
place well stored with provisions, and were enabled 
to carry a seasonable supply to their own famishing 
garrison. 

The tidings of this event reached the sovereigns, 
just aAer the surrender of Cambil and Albahar. 
They were greatly rejoiced at this additional success 
of their arms, and immediately sent strong reinforce- 
ments and ample supplies for both Alhama and ZaIea. 
They then dismissed the army for the winter. Fer- 
dinand and Isabella retired to Alcala de Henares, 
where the queen, on the 16th of December, 1485, 
gave birth to the princess Catharine, afterwards wife 
of Henry VIII. of England. Thus prosperously 
terminated the checkered campaign of this impor- 
tant year. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

Dtaih of Muiey Ahen HdsHm, 

MuLEY Abdalla El Zagal bad been received with 
great acclamations at Granada, on his return from 
defeating the count de Cabra. He had endeavored 
to turn his victory to the greatest advantage, with hit 
subjects; giving tilts and tournaments, and other pub- 
lic festivities, in which the Moors delighted. The 
loss of the castles of Cambil and Albahar, and of the 
fortress of Zalea, however, checked this sudden tide 
of popularity ; and some of the fickle populace began 
to doubt whether they had not been rather precipi- 
tate ill deposing his brother, Muley Aben Hassan. 

That superannuated monarch remained in his 
faithful town of Almunecar, on the border of the 
Mediterranean, surrounded by a few adherents, to- 
gether with his wife Zorayna and his children ; and 
he had all his treasures .safe in bis possession. The 
fiery heart of the old king was almost burnt out, and 
all his powers of doing either harm or good seemed 
at an end. 

While in this passive and helpless state, his brother 
El Zagal manifested a sudden anxiety for bis health. 
He had him removed, with all tenderness and care, 
to Salobrelia, another fortress on the Mediterranean 
coast, famous for its pure and salubrious air; and 
the alcayde, who was a devoted adherent to El Zagal 

Vol. I. Y 
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waH charjfjed to have ciipcrial rare that nothing wti 
wanting to the comfort and tiolarc of his brother. 

Salobrcna was a small town, situated on a lofty 
and rocky hill, in tlir midst of a beautiful and fer- 
tile vega, shut u|> on three sides by mountains, and 
opening on the fourtli to the Mediterranean. It was 
protected by strong walls and a powerful castle, and, 
being deemed impregnable, was often used by the 
Moorish kings as a place of deposit for their trea- 
sures. They were accustomed also to assign it as a 
residence for such of their sons and brothers as 
might endanger the security of their reign. Here 
the princes lived, in luxurious repose : they had de- 
licious gardens, perfumed baths, a harem of beauties 
at their command — nothing was denied them but the 
liberty to depart ; that alone was wanting to render 
thJH abode an earthly paradise. 

Such was the delightful place appointed by El 
Zugal for the rrnidi^nce o( bin brother ; but, notwith- 
Ntanding its wonderful salubrity, the old monarch had 
not been removed thither many days before he ex- 
pired. There was nothing extraordinary in his death: 
life with him had long been glimmering in the socket, 
and for some time pant he might rather have been 
numbered with the dead than with the living. The 
pufilic, however, are fond of seeing things in a sinis- 
ter and mysterious point of view, and there were 
many dark surmises as to the cause of this event. 
VA Zngal acted in a tnanner to heighten these sus- 
picions: he cauRcd the treasures of his deceased 
brother to be packed on mules and brought to Gra- 
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nada, where he took possession of them, to the ex- 
clusion of the children of Aben Hassan. The sul- 
tana Zorajma and her two sons were lodged in the 
Alhambra, in the tower of the Cimares. This was a 
residence in a palace — ^but it had proved a royal 
prison to the sultana Ayxa la Horra, and her youthful 
son Boabdil. There the unhappy Zorayna had time 
to meditate upon the disappointment of all those 
ambitious schemes for herself and children, for which 
she had stained her conscience with so many crimes, 
and induced her cruel husband to imbrue his hands 
in the blood of his other offspring. 

The corpse of old Muley Aben Hassan was also 
brought to Granada, not in state becoming the re- 
mains of a once-powerful sovereign, but transported 
on a mule, like the corpse of the poorest peasant It 
received no honor or ceremonial from El Zagal, and 
appears to have been interred obscurely, to prevent 
any popular sensation ; and it is recorded by an an- 
cient and faithful chronicler of the time, that the 
body of the old monarch was deposited by two 
christian captives in his osario or charnel-house.* 
Such was the end of the turbulent Muley Aben 
Hassan, who, after passing his life in constant con- 
tests for empire, could scarce gain quiet admission 
into the corner of a sepulchre. 

No sooner were the populace well assured that 
old Muley Aben Hassan was dead, and beyond re- 
covery, than they all b^an to extol his memory and 

"f Cim de Io8 Palaciot, c. 77. 
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deplore bis loss. They admitted that be had been 
fieixre and cruel, but then he had been brare; he 
had, to be sure, pulled this war upon their beads, 
but he had likewise been crushed by it In a word, 
he woi deadf and his death atoned for every fiwlt; 
for a king, recently dead, is generally either a hero 
or a saint 

In proportion as they ceased to hate old Mnley 
Aben Hassan, they began to hate his brother El Za« 
gal. The circumstances of the old king^s death, the 
eagerness to appropriate his treasures, the scandalous 
neglect of his corpse, and the imprisonment of his 
sultana and children, all filled the public mind with 
gloomy suspicions; and the epithet of Fratracidei 
was sometimes substituted for that of El Zag»l, m 
the low murmuringB of the people. 

As the public must always have some object to 
like as well as to hate, there began once more to be 
an inquiry after their fugitive king, Boabdil el Chico. 
That unfortunate monarch was still at Cordova, ex* 
isting on the cool courtesy and meagre friendship of 
Ferdinand; which had waned exceedingly, ever 
since Boabdil had ceased to have any influence in 
his late dominions. The reviving interest expressed 
in his fate by the Moorish public, and certain secret 
overtures made to him, once more aroused the sjrm- 
pathyof Ferdinand: he immediately advised Boabdil 
again to set up his standard within the frontiers of 
Granada, and furnished him with money and means 
for the purpose. Boabdil advanced but a little way 
into his late territories; he took up his post at Veleas 
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el Blanco, a strong town on the confines of Murcia ; 
there he established the shadow of a court, and 
stood, as it were, with one foot over the border, and 
ready to draw that back upon the least alarm. His 
presence in the kingdom, however, and his assump- 
tion of royal state, gave life to his faction in Granada. 
The inhabitants of the Albajcin, the poorest but 
most warlike part of the populace, were generally 
in his favor: the more rich, courtly, and aristocrati- 
cal inhabitants of the quarter of the Alhambra, ral- 
lied round what appeared to be the most stable 
authority, and supported the throne of El Zagal. So 
it is, in the admirable order of sublunary afiairs: 
every thing seeks its kind; the rich befriend the rich, 
die powerful stand by the powerful, the poor enjoy 
die patronage of the poor — ^and thus a universal 
harmony prevails. 
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CHAPTER XXXVL 

Of Hht ChiHum arwnf wki4A oitemUed aithe dip if 

Cordova. 

9 

Great and gloriouB was the style with which the 
Catholic sovereigns opened another yearns campaign 
of this eventful war. It was like commencing an- 
other act of a stately and heroic drama, where the 
curtain rises to the inspiring sound of martial melody, 
and the whole stage glitters with the array of war- 
riors and the pomp of arms. The ancient city of 
Cordova was the place appointed by the sovereigns 
for the assemblage of the troops ; and early in the 
spring of 1486, the fair valley of the Guadalquivir 
resounded with the shrill blast of trumpet, and the 
impatient neighing of the war-horse. In this splen- 
did era of Spanish chivalry, there was a rivalship 
among the nobles who most should distinguish him- 
self by the splendor of his appearance, and the num- 
ber and equipments of his feudal followers. Every 
day beheld some cavalier of note, the representative 
of some proud and powerful house, entering the gates 
of Cordova with sound of trumpet, and displaying 
his banner and device, renowned in many a contest. 
He woulcP appear in sumptuous array, surrounded 
by pages and lackeys no less gorgeously attired, and 
followed by a host of vassals and retainers, horse and 
foot, all admirably equipped in burnished armor. 
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Such was the state of Don Inigo Lopez de Men- 
doza, duke of Infantado ; who may be cited as a pic* 
ture of a warlike noble of those tiroes. He brought 
widi him five hundred men-at-arms of his house- 
hold, armed and mounted d la gineta and a la guisa. 
The cavaliers who attended him were magnificently 
anned and dressed. The housings of fifty of his 
horses were of rich cloth, embroidered with gold ; 
and others were of brocade. The sumpter mules 
had housings of the same, with halters of silk ; while 
the bridles, head-pieces, and all the harnessing, glit- 
tered with silver. 

The camp equipage of these noble and luxurious 
warriors, was equally magnificent Their tents were 
gay pavilions, of various colors, fitted up with silken 
haiigings and decorated with fluttering pennons. 
They had vessels of gold and silver for the service 
of their tables, as if they were about to engage in a 
course of stately feasts and courUy revels, instead 
of the stern encounters of rugged and mountainous 
warfare. Sometimes they passed through the streets 
of Cordova at night, in splendid cavalcade, with 
great numbers of lighted torches, the rays of which 
falling upon polished armor and nodding plumes, and 
silken scarfs, and trappings of golden embroidery, 
filled all beholders with admiration.* 

But it was not the chivalry of Spain, alone, which 
thronged the streets of Cordova. The fame of this 
war had spread throughout Christendom: it was 
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considered a kind of crusade ; and Catholic knights 
from all parts hastened to signalize themselves in so 
holy a cause. There were several valiant chevaliers 
from France, among whom the most distinguished 
was Gaston du Leon, Seneschal of Toulouse. 
With him came a gallant train, well armed and 
mounted, and decorated with rich surcoats and pan- 
aches of feathers. These cavaliers, it is said, eclipsed 
all others in the light festivities of the court : thej 
were devoted to the fair, but not after the solemn 
and passionate manner of the Spanish lovers ; tbej 
were gay, gallant and joyous in their amours, and 
captivated by the vivacity of their attacks. They 
were at first held in light estimation by the grave and 
stately Spanish knights, until they made themselves 
to be respected by their wonderful prowess in the 
field. 

The most conspicuous of the volunteers, however, 
who appeared in Cordova on this occasion, was an 
English knight of royal connexion. This was the 
lord Scales, earl of Rivers, brother to the queen of 
England, wife of Henry VI f. He had distinguished 
himself in the preceding year, at the battle of Bos- 
worth field, where Henry Tudor, then earl of Rich- 
mond, overcame Richard III. That decisive battle 
having left the country at peace, the earl of Riven, 
having conceived a passion for warlike scenes, re- 
paired to the Castilian court, to keep his arms in ex- 
ercise, in a campaign against the Moors. He brought 
with him a hundred archers, all dexterous with die 
long-bow and the cloth-yard arrow ; also two hun- 
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dred yeomen^ anned cap-a-pie, who fou^t with pike 
and battle-axCf — men robost of frame, and of pro- 
digious strength. The worthy padre Fray Antonio 
Ag^pida describes this stranger kni^t and his follow- 
ers, with his accustomed accuracy and minuteness. 

^ This cavalier,^\ he observes, ^ was from the iar 
island of England, and brought with him a train of 
his vassals ; men who had been hardened in certain 
civil wars which raged in their country. They were a 
comely race of men, but too iair and fresh for war- 
riors, not having the sun-burnt warlike hue of our 
old Castilian soldiery. They were huge feeders also, 
and deep carousers, and could not accommodate 
tiieiiiselves to the sober diet of our troops, but must 
fain eat and drink after the manner of their own 
country. They were often noisy and unruly, also, in 
their wassail ; and their quarter of the camp was 
prone to be a scene of loud revel and sudden brawl. 
They were, withal, of great pride, yet it was not 
Uke our inflammable Spanish pride ; they stood not 
much upon the pundonor^ the high punctilio, and 
rarely drew the stiletto in their disputes ; but their 
pride was silent and contumeUous. Though from a 
remote and somewhat barbarous island, they believed 
themselves the most perfect men upon earth, and 
magnified their chieftain, the lord Scales, beyond the 
greatest of their grandees. With all this, it must be 
said of them that they were marvellous good men in 
the field, dexterous archers, and powerful with the 
battle-axe. In their great pride and self-will, they 
always sou^t to press in the advance and take the 
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post of danger, trying to outvie our Spanish chivalrf« 
They did not rush on fiercely to the fi^t, nor make 
a brilliant onset like the Moorish and Spanish troopi, 
but they went into the fight deliberately and persisted 
obstinately, and were slow to find out when tfaej 
were beaten. Withal they were much esteemed, yet 
little liked by our soldiery, who considered them 
staunch companions in the field, yet coveted bat 
little fellowship with them in the camp. 

" Their commander, the lord Scales, was an ac* 
complished cavalier, of gracious and noble presoice 
and fair speech ; it was a marvel to see so much 
courtesy in a knight brought up so far from our Cai- 
tilian court. He was much honored by the king and 
queen, and found great favor with the fair dames 
about the court, who indeed are rather prone to be 
pleased with foreign cavaliers. He went always in 
costly state, attended by pages and ctjquires, and ac- 
companied by noble young cavaliers of his countiy, 
who had enrolled themselves under his banner, to 
learn the gentle exercise of arms. In all pageants 
and festivals, the eyes of the populace were attract- 
ed by the singular bearing and rich array of the 
English earl and his train, who prided themselves in 
always appearing in the garb and manner of their 
country — and were indeed something very magnifi- 
cent, delectable, and strange to behold.^* 

I'hc worthy chronicler is no less elaborate in his 
description of the Masters of Santiago, Calatrava, 
and Alcantara, and their valiant knights, armed at all 
points, and decorated with the badges of their orders. 
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These, he affirms, were the jQower of christian chiv- 
aby : being constantly in service, they became more 
stedfast and accomplished in discipline, than the ir- 
regular and temporary levies of the feudal nobles. 
Cahn, solemn, and stately, they sat like towers upon 
tbeiT powerful chai^gers. On parades, they manifested 
none of the show and ostentation of the other troops : 
neither, in battle, did they endeavor to signalize 
themselves by any fiery vivacity, or desperate and 
vain-glorious exploit— every thing, with them, was 
measured and sedate ; yet it was observed, that none 
were more warUke in their appearance in the camp, 
or more terrible for their achievements in the field. 

Tlie gorgeous magnificence of the Spanish nobles 
fi>und but little favor in the eyes of the sovereigns. 
They saw that it caused a competition in expense, 
ruinous to cavaliers of moderate fortune ; and they 
feared that a softness and effeminacy might thus be 
introduced, incompatible with the stem nature of the 
war. They signified their disapprobation to several 
of the principal noblemen, and recommended a more 
sober and soldierlike display while in actual service. 

"These are rare troops for a tourney, my lord," 
said Ferdinand to the duke of Infantado, as he be- 
held his retainers glittering in gold and embroidery ; 
««but gold, though gorgeous, is soft and yielding : iron 
is the metal for the field." 

"Sire," replied the duke, "if my men parade in 
gold, your majesty will find they fight with steel.'* 
The king smiled but shook his head, and the duke 
treasured up his speech in his heart. 
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It remains now to reveal the immediate object of 
this mighty and chivalrous preparation ; which had, 
in fact, the gratification of a royal pique at hot- 
tom. Tlie severe lesson which Ferdinand had re- 
ceived from the veteran Ali Atar, before the waUs 
of Loxa, though it liad been of great service in ren* 
dering him wary in his attacks upon fortified places, 
yet rankled sorely in his mind ; and he had ever since 
held Losa in peculiar odium. It was, in truth, one 
of the most belligerent and troublesome cities on the 
borders; incessantly harassing Andalusia by its in- 
cunioijs. It also intervened between the christian 
territories and Aihama, and other important places 
gained in the kingdom of Granada. For all these 
reasons, king Ferdinand had determined to make 
another grand attempt upon this warrior city; and 
for this purpose, he had summoned to tlie field his 
most powerful <:hivalry. 

It was in the montli of May, tliat the king sallied 
frf>m Cordova, at the head of his army. He had 
twelve thousand cavalry and forty thousand foot- 
soldiers, armed with cross-bows, lances, and arque- 
buHHf*s. I'liere were six thousand pioneers, with 
ImtchetH, pickaxes, and crowbars, for levelling roads, 
lie took witli him, also, a great train of lombards 
and other heavy artillery, witli a body of Germans 
skilled in the service of ordnance and the art of 
battering walls. 

It was a glorious spectacle (says Fray Antonio 
Agapida) to behold this pompous pageant issuing 
fiijrlh from Cordova, the pennons and devices of the 
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proudest bouses of Spain, with those of gallant 
stranger knights, fluttering above a sea of crests and 
plumes ; to see it slowly moving, with flash of helm, 
and cuirass, and buckler, across the ancient bridge, 
and reflected in the waters of the Guadalquivir, 
while the neigh of steed and blast of trumpet vibra- 
ted in the air, and resounded to the distant moun- 
tains. ^^But, above ali,^^ concludes the good father, 
with his accustomed zeal, ^^ it was triumphant to he- 
boid the standard of the faith every where displayed, 
and to reflect that this was no worldly-minded army, 
intent upon some temporal scheme of ambition or 
revei^e ; but a christian host, bound on a crusade to 
extirpate the vile seed of Mahomet from the land, 
and to extend the pure dooodnion of the church.^' 
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CIIAPTKH XXXVII. 



Uow fffk eommations hrolui out in (Jranadaf and how 
the penpU undertook to oUa^ 



Whilr pf!rfcci unity of ohj«;tt and Imrmony of 
operation giivi; pownr to i\m r.hriiitittn nnm^ the de- 
voted kingdom of (ininAda continued a prcjr to in- 
ternal ffiidH. The traniiiftnt popularity of Kl Zagat 
had declined evitr Ninre the death of hid brother, 
and the party of Doahdil el (*hieo vtM daily gaining 
itren^th: thit Albaycin and tlie Alliambra wrre again 
arrayed againiit each oUier in deadly Htrife, and the 
utreetii of unhappy (iranada were daily dyed in th(! 
blood of her rhildreti. In the nii<lNt of (heNc diNNen- 
nionM, ti<lingfi arrivfrd of tlie fomii<lable army aMteni- 
blingutC/ordova. The rival factionN paufM;d in their 
infatuatfMl bniwJM, an<l wen; routed to a temporary 
%v.\\M\ of the common dangctr. They ffirthwitli re- 
Morte<l to their old (txpediitnt of new-modelling their 
governmitnt, or rather of making and unmaking kingN. 
The f;l(!valion of Kl Zagal to the Uirone had not pro 
diicrd th(! defiired viXv.vX — what then waw to In: donel 
Ilecall HonlMlil v\ C *hico, and ac:knowledge him again 
an Novereign? Whilr they were in a popular (umult 
of delili(*nition, llamet Aben Zarrax, mnwwuvA Kl 
Siinio, aroNe. among thrm. Thifi wan tint Mime wild, 
mitlancholy man, who had prrdictiul the woeii of 
(iranada. lli* JMued from one of the caveniH of the 
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adjacent height which overhangs the Darro, and has 
since been called the Holy Mountain. His appear- 
ance was more haggard than ever; for the unheeded 
spirit of prophecy seemed to have turned inwardly, 
and preyed upon his vitals. "Beware, oh Moslems," 
exclaimed he, " of men who are eager to govern, yet 
are unable to protect Why slaughter each other for 
El Chico or El Zagal? Let your kings renounce their 
contests, unite for the salvation of Granada, or let 
them be deposed." 

Hamet Aben Zarrax had long been revered as a 
saint — he was now considered an oracle. The old 
men and the nobles immediately consulted together, 
how the two rival kings might be brought to accord. 
They had tried most expedients : it was now deter- 
mined to divide the kingdom between them; giving 
Granada, Malaga, Velez Malaga, Almeria, Almune- 
car, and their dependencies, to El Zagal — and the 
residue to Boabdil el Chico. Among the cities 
granted to the latter, Loxa was particularly specified, 
with a condition that he should immediately take 
command of it in person; for the council thought the 
favor he enjoyed with the Castilian monarchs, might 
avert the threatened attack. 

El Zagal readily accorded to this arrangement; he 
had been hastily elevated to the throne by an ebul- 
lition of the people, and might be as hastily cast 
down again. It secured him one-half of a kingdom 
to which he had no hereditary right, and he trusted 
to force or fraud to gain the other half hereafter. 
The wily old monarch even sent a deputation to his 
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nephew, making a merit of offering him cheerfully 
the half which he had thui been compelled to relin- 
qnish, and inviting him to enter into an anucable 
coalition for the good of the country. 

The heart of Boabdil shrunk from all connexion 
with a man who had sought his life, and whom he 
regarded at the murderer of his kindred He ac- 
cepted one-half of the kingdom as an ofier from the 
nation, not to be rejected by a prince who scarcely 
held possession of the ground he stood on. He as- 
serted, nevertheless, his absolute right to the whole, 
and only submitted to the partition out of anxiety for 
the present good of his people. He assembled his 
handful of adherents, and prepared to hasten to Loxa. 
As he mounted his horse to depart, Hamet Aben 
Zarrax stood suddenly before him. ^ Be true to thy 
country and thy faith,^^ cried he: ^^hold no further 
communication with these christian dogik Trust not 
the hollow-hearted friendship of the Castilian king; 
he is mining the earth beneath thy feet Choose 
one of two things ; be a sovereign or a slave-^thou 
canst not be both/^ 

Boabdil ruminated on these words; he made many 
wise resolutions, but he was prone always to act 
from the impulse of the moment, and was unfortu- 
nately given to temporize in his policy. He wrote 
to Ferdinand, informing him that Loxa and certain 
other cities had returned to their allegiance, and that 
he held them as vassal to the Castilian crown, ac- 
cording to their convention. He conjured him, 
therefore, to refrain from any meditated attack, of- 
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fering free passage to the Spanish army to Malaga, 
or any other place under the dominion of his uncle.* 

Ferdinand turned a deaf ear to the entreaty, and 
to all professions of friendship and vassalage. Boab- 
dil was nothing to him, but as an instrument for 
stirring up the flames of civil war. He now insisted 
that he had entered into a hostile league with his 
uncle, and had consequently forfeited all claims to 
his indulgence; and he prosecuted, with the greater 
earnestness, his campaign against the city of Loxa. 

" Thus," observes the worthy Fray Antonio Agap- 
ida, ^^ thus did this most sagacious sovereign act upon 
the text in the eleventh chapter of the Evangelist St. 
Luke, that ^ a kingdom divided against itself cannot 
stand/ He had induced these infidels to waste and 
destroy themselves by internal dissensions, and finally 
cast forth the survivor; while the Moorish monarchs, 
by their ruinous contests, made good the old Castilian 
proverb in cases of civil war, ' El vencido vencido, y 
el vencidor perdido,^ (the conquered conquered, and 
the conqueror undone.)"! 



* Zorita, lib. 20. c. 68. t Garibay, Ub. 40. o. 33. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

How King Ferdinand kdd a eoimeU tf watf ni the Reek 

cf tke La9ere. 

The royal army, on iti march against Loxm, lay 
encamped, one pleasant evening in May, in a meadow 
on the banks of the river Yeguas, around the foot of 
a lofty cliff called the Rock of the Lovers, The 
quarters of each nobleman formed as it wore a sepa* 
rate little encampment; his stately pavilion, sor- 
mounted by his fluttering pennon, rising above the 
surrounding tents of his vassals and retainers. A 
little apart from the others, as it were in proud re- 
serve, was the encampment of the English earl. It 
was sumptuous in its furniture, and complete in all 
tin munitions. Arcliers, and soldiers armed with 
battle-axes, kept guard around it; while above, the 
standard of England rolled out its ample folds, and 
flapped in the evening bree/e. 

The mingled sounds of various tongues and nations 
were heard from the soldiery, as they watered their 
horses in the stream, or busied themselves round the 
fires which began to glow, here and there, in the 
twilight: the gay chanson of the Frenchman, singing 
of his amours on the pleasant banks of the Loire, or 
the sunny regions of the (iaronne ; the broad guttural 
tones of the German, chanting some dou^ity krieger 
licd^ or extolling the vintage of the Rhine; the wild 
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romance of Uio SpAiiUnl, reciting the nchinvcmcmta 
of the Cid, and many a fiimoui pamiimo of the Moo^ 
i«h wnni ; nnd the long nnd mcliincholy ditty of the 
Knglishman, treating of aome feudal hero or redoubt- 
able outlaw of hi« distant itiland. 

On a rilling ground, commanding a view of the 
whole encampment, atood the ample and magniflcerit 
pavilion of Uie king, with the banner of ('aitile and 
Arragon, and the holy standard of the croiM, erected 
before it. In thii tent were aiiembled the principal 
commanders of the army, having been mimmoned by 
Ferdinand to a council of war, on receiving tidingi 
tiiat Uoabdil had thrown himiielf into Loxa with a 
COiMiderable reinforcement. After Home coniulta- 
lion, it wan determined to inveit Loxa on both nidea: 
one part of the army iihould leiNo upon the dangeroun 
but commanding height of Santo Albohacen, in front 
of tho city; while the remainder, making a circuit, 
ahould encamp on tho oppoiite tide. 

No Hooner wan this resolved upon, than the ma^ 
que* of Cadia utood forth and claimed tlie pott of 
danger in behalf of himnelf and thoie cavaliers, hia 
companion! in armii, who had been compelled to re- 
linquiih it by the general retreat of Uie army on the 
former iiiege. The enemy had exulted over them, 
a« if driven from it in diigrace. To regain that 
periloui height, to pitch their tenti upon it, and to 
avenge the blood of their valiant compeer, tho Master 
of Calatrava, who had fallen upon it, wai due to their 
fame; the mar<|uei demanded therefore that they 
might lead the advance and ftecure that height, en- 
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gagiog to hold the enemy employed until the main 
army should take its position on the opposite side of 
the city. 

King Ferdinand readily granted his permission; 
upon which the count de Cabra entreated to be ad- 
mitted to a share of the enterprise. He had always 
been accustomed to serve in the advance; and now 
that Boabdil was in the field, and a king was to be 
taken, he could not content himself with remaining 
in the rear. Ferdinand yielded his consent, for he 
was disposed to give the good count every opportu- 
nity to retrieve his late disaster. 

The English earl, when he heard there was an en- 
terprise of danger in question, was hot to be admitted 
to the party; but the king restrained his ardor. 
" These cavaliers," said he, " conceive that they 
have an account to settle with their pride; let them 
have the enterprise to themselves, my lord ; if you 
follow these Moorish wars long, you will find no lack 
of perilous service." 

The marques of Cadiz, and his companions in 
arms, struck their tents before daybreak; they were 
five thousand horse and twelve thousand foot, and 
marched rapidly along the defiles of the mountains; 
the cavaliers being anxious to strike the blow, and 
get possession of the height of Albohacen, before the 
king with the main army should arrive to their as- 
sistance. 

The city of Loxa stands on a high hill, between 
two mountains, on the banks of the Xenel. To at- 
tain the height of Albohacen, the troops had to pass 
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over a tract of rugged and broken country, and a 
deep vallejr, intersected by those canals and water- 
courses with which the Moors irrigated their lands: 
they were extremely embarrassed in this part of their 
march, and in imminent risk of being cut up in detail 
before they could reach the height 

The count de Cabra, with his usual eagerness, en- 
deavored to push across this valley, in defiance of 
every obstacle: he, in consequence, soon became 
•ntangled witfi hii cavalry among the canals; but his 
impatience would not permit him to retrace his steps, 
and choose a more practicable but circuitous route. 
Others slowly crossed another part of the valley, by 
the aid of pontoons; while the marques of Cadiz, 
Don Alonzo de Aguilar, and the count de Urefla, 
being more experienced in the ground from their 
former campaign, made a circuit round the bottom 
of the height, and, winding up it, began to display 
their squadrons and elevate their banners on the re- 
doubtable post, which, in the former siege, they had 
been compelled so reluctantly to abandon. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

How the Royal Army appeared hifore the dig ef Lo»dt 
and how it was received; and of the domghiff aehievi' 
ments of the English Earl 

The advance of the christian army upon Lost, 
threw the wavering Boabdil el Chico into one of hit 
usual dilemmas; and he was greatly perplexed be- 
tween his oath of allegiance to the Spanish sove- 
reigns, and his sense of duty to his subjects* His 
doubts were determined by the sight of the enemy 
glittering upon the height of Albohacen, and by die 
clamors of the people to be led forth to battle. *^ Al- 
lah I^^ exclaimed he, ''thou knowest my heart: thou 
knowest I have been true in my (aith to this chris- 
tian monarch. I have offered to hold Loxa as his 
vassal, but he has preferred to approach it as an ene- 
my—on his head be the infraction of our treaty I'* 

Boabdil was not wanting in courage; he only 
needed decision. When he hdd once made up his 
mind, he acted vigorously; the misfortune was, he 
cither did not make it up at all, or he made it up too 
late. He who decides tardily generally acts rashly, 
endeavoring to make up by hurry of action for slow- 
ness of deliberation. Boabdil hastily buckled on his 
armor, and sallied forth, surrounded by his guards, 
and at the head of five hundred horse and four thou- 
sand foot, the flower of his army. Some he detached 
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to skirmish with the christians who were scattered 
and perplexed in the valley, and to prevent their 
concentrating their forces; while, with his main 
body, he pressed forward to drive the enemy from 
the height of Albohacen, before they had time to col- 
lect there in any number,^ or to fortify themselves in 
that important position. 

The worthy count de Cabra was yet entangled 
with his cavalry among the water-courses of the 
valley, when he heard the war-cries of the Moors, 
and saw their army rushing over the bridge. He 
recognised Boabdil himself^ by his splendid armor, 
the magnificent caparison of his steed, and the bril- 
liant guard which surrounded him. The royal host 
swept on toward the height of Albohacen : an inter- 
vening hill hid it from his sight; but loud shouts and 
cries, the din of drums and trumpets, and the reports 
of arquebusses, gave note that the battle had begun. 

Here was a royal prize in the field, and the count 
de Cabra unable to get into the action! The good 
cavalier was in an agony of impatience; every at- 
tempt to force his way across the valley, only plunged 
him into new difficulties. At length, after many eager 
but ineffectual efforts, he was obliged to order his 
troops to dismount, and slowly and carefully to lead 
their horses back, along slippery paths, and amid 
plashes of mire and water, where often there was 
scarce a foothold. The good count groaned in spirit, 
and sweat with mere impatience as he went, fearin 
the battle might be fought, and the prize won or lost, 
before he could reach the field. Having at length 
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toiUiiUy uniBTclled the mazes of the Tilley, and a^ 
rived at firmer ground, he ordered hit troops to 
mount, and led them full gallop to the height Put 
of the good count's wishes were satisfied, but the 
dearest were disappointed: he came in season to 
partake of the very hottest of the fight, but the royal 
prize was no longer in the field. 

Boabdil had led on his men with impetuous valor, 
or rather with hurried rashness. Heedlessly exposing 
himself in the front of the battle, he received two 
wounds in the very first encounter. His guards ral- 
lied round him, defended him with matchless valor, 
and bore him, bleeding, out of the action. The count 
de Cabra arrived just in time to see the loyal squadron 
crossing the bridge, and slowly conveying their dis- 
abled monarch towards the gate of the city. 

The departure of Boabdil made no difierence in 
the fury of the battle. A Moorish warrior, dark and 
terrible in aspect, mounted on a black charger and 
followed by a band of savage Gomeres, rushed for- 
ward to take the lead. It was Hamet el Zegri, the 
fierce alcayde of Ronda, with the remnant of his 
once redoubtable garrison. Aninmted by his exam- 
ple, the Moors renewed their assaults upon the 
height. It was bravely defended, on one side by the 
marques of Cadiz, on another by Don Alonzo de 
Aguilar; and as fast as the Moors ascended, they 
were driven back and dashed down the declivities. 
The count de Urefla took his stand upon the fatal 
spot where his brother had fallen ; his followers en- 
tered with zeal into the feelings of their commander. 
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and heaps of the enemy sunk beneath their weapons 
— sacrifices to the manes of the lamented Master of 
Calatrava. 

The battle continued with incredible obstinacy. 
The Moors knew the importance of the height to the 
safety of the city; the cavaliers felt their honors 
staked to maintain it Fresh supplies of troops were 
poured out of the city; some battled on the height, 
while some attacked the christians who were still in 
the valley and among the orchards and gardens, to 
prevent their uniting their forces. The troops in the 
valley were gradually driven back, and the whole 
host of the Moors swept around the height of Albo- 
bacen. The situation of the marques de Cadiz and 
his companions was perilous in the extreme: they 
.were a mere handful; and, while they were fighting 
hand to hand with the Moors who assailed the 
hei^t, they were galled from a distance by the 
cross-bows and arquebusses of a host that augmented 
each moment in number. At this critical juncture, 
king Ferdinand emerged from the mountains with 
the main body of the army, and advanced to an emi- 
nence commanding a full view of the field of action. 
By his side was the noble English cavalier, the earl 
of Rivers. This was the first time he had witnessed 
a scene of Moorish warfare. He looked with eager 
interest at the chance medley fight before him, where 
there was the wild career of cavalry, the irregular 
and tumultuous rush of infantry, and where christian 
helm and Moorish turban were intermingled in dead- 
ly struggle. The high blood of the English knight 
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mounted at the sight, and his soul was stirred within 
him, by the confused war-cries, the clangor of drums 
and trumpets, and the reports of arquebusses, that 
came echoing up the mountains. Seeing that the 
king was sending a reinforcement to the field, he en 
treated permission to mingle in the affray, and 6^ 
according to the fashion of his country. His request 
being granted, he alighted from bis steed: he was 
merely armed en bianco^ that is to say, with morion, 
back-piece, and breast-plate; his sword was girded 
by his side, and in his hand he wielded a powerful 
battle-axe. He was followed by a body of his yeo- 
men, armed in like manner, and by a band of archers 
with bows made of the tough English yew-tree. The 
earl turned to his troops, and addressed them briefly 
and bluntly, according to the manner of his country. 
" Remember, my merry men all," said he, " the eyes 
of strangers are upon you ; you are in a foreign land, 
fighting for the glory of God, and the honor of merry 
old England !" A loud shout was the reply. The 
earl waved his battle-axe over his head : " St George 
for England !" cned he ; and to the inspiring sound 
of this old English war-cry, he and his followers 
rushed down to the battle with manly and courage 
ous hearts.* They soon made their way into the 
midst of the enemy; but when engaged in the hottest 
of the fight, they made no shouts or outcries. They 
pressed steadily forward, dealing their blows to right 
and left, hewing down the Moors, and cutting their 

* Cura de Iob Palacios. 
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way, with their battle-axes, like woodmeD in a forest; 
while the archers, pressing into the opening thej 
made, plied their bows vigorously, and spread death 
on every side. 

When the Castilian mountaineers beheld the valor 
of the English yeomanry, they would not be outdone 
in hardihood. They could not vie with them in 
weight or bulk, but for vigor and activity they were 
surpassed by none. They kept pace with them, 
therefore, with equal heart and rival prowess, and 
gave a brave support to the stout Englishmen. • 

The Moors were confounded by the fury of these 
assaults, and disheartened by the loss of Hamet el 
Zegri, who was carried wounded from the field. 
They gradually fell back upon the bridge; the chris- 
tians followed up their advantage, and drove them 
over it tumultuously. The Moors retreated into the 
suburb; and lord Rivers and his troops entered with 
them pell-mell, fighting in the streets and in the 
houses. King Ferdinand came up to the scene of 
action with his royal guard, and the infidels were 
driven within the city walls. Thus were the suburbs 
gained by the hardihood of the English lord, without 
such an event having been premeditated.* 

The earl of Rivers, notwithstanding he had re- 
ceived a wound, still urged forward in the attack. 
He penetrated almost to the city gate, in defiance of 
a shower of missiles that slew many of his followers. 
A stone, hurled from the battlements, checked his 

* Cura de los Palacios. MS. 
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impetuoui career: it struck him in the free, daibed 
out two of hi» front teeth, and laid him fenaelew on 
the earth. He was removed to a short distance bjr 
his men; but, recovering his senses, refused to per- 
mit himself to be taken from the suburb. 

When the contest was over, the streets presented 
a piteous spectacle — so many of their inhabitants 
had died in the defence of tlieir thresholds, or been 
slau|{htered without resistance. Among the victiros 
was a poor weaver, who had been at work in bis 
dwelling at this turbulent moment His wife Ufged 
him to fly into the city. ^' Why should I fly ?** said 
the Moor — ^ to be reserved for hunger and shveiyf 
I tell you, wife, I will await the foe here; for better 
is it to die quickly by the steel, than to perish piece- 
meal in chains and dungeons.** lie; said no more, 
but rf;sumed his eiccupation of weaving; and in the 
indiscriminate fury of the assault, vran slaughtered at 
his loom.* 

The christiaiis remained masters of the field, and 
proi:ef*xled to pitch three encampments for the prose- 
cution of the sif'ge. The king, with the great body 
of the army, took a petition on the side of the city 
next to fjninada: tlie marques of Cadiz and his 
brave companions once more pitched their tents 
upon (he height of Sancto Albohacen : but the Eng- 
lish earl planted his standard sturdily within the 
suburb he had taken. 



'*' I'ulgM, part 3. c. 68. 
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CHAPTER XL. 

Conclusion of the siege of Loxa. 

Having possession of the heights of Albohacen 
and the suburb of the city, the christians were en- 
abled to choose the most favorable situations for 
their batteries. They immediately destroyed the 
stone bridge, by which the garrison had made its 
sallies ; and they threw two wooden bridges across 
the river, and others over the canals and streams, so 
as to establish an easy communication between the 
different camps. 

When all was arranged, a heavy fire was opened 
upon the city from various points. They threw, not 
only balls of stone and iron, but great carcasses of 
fire, which burst like meteors on the houses, wrap- 
ping them instantly in a blaze. The walls were 
shattered, and the towers toppled down, by tremen- 
dous discharges from the lombardsi Through the 
' openings thus made, they could behold the interior 
of the city — ^houses tumbling or in flames — men, 
women, and children, flying in terror through the 
streets, and slaughtered by the shower of missiles, 
sent through the openings from smaller artillery, and 
from cross-bows and arquebusses. 

The Moors attempted to repair the breaches, but 
fresh discharges from the lombards buried them be- 
neath the ruins of the walls they were mending. In 

Aa2 36 
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thf:ir dcfipair, manjr of th«; in^iabitants rushed forth 
iuUf Uie narrow ntrccU of the nuburbn, and aMitlcd 
th«: thrintiariH with dartn, n^jmitar*, and poniafdif 
Mfkirig to dcstroj mthcr than df:fend, and heedlew of 
death, in the conrid«;nc:e Uiat to die fighting with an 
11 nhr!lie vc:r, was to be trarifilated at once to paradise* 
pV>r two nights and a dajr, tliis awful scene con- 
tinued ; when certain of the principal inhabitants be- 
gan to reflect iipr>n the hopelcsiiness of the conflict: 
thi:ir king was disabled, their principal captains were 
either killed or wounded, their fortifications little 
bettfrr than heaps of ruins. 7*hey had urged the un- 
fortunate BoalKlil to the conflict ; they now clamored 
for a capitulation. A parley was procured from the 
christian monarr:h, and tlKj terms of surrender were 
soon adjusted. They were to yield up the city im- 
medifitrly, with all their christian captives, and to 
Milly ffirth with as much of tlieir property as they 
roiiM t;ike with them. The man|ijes of Cadiz, on 
whoHe honor and hurnariity they had great reliance, 
wfH to e,Hrort them to (iranada, to protect them from 
afmaiilt or nihbery: such nn choRe to remain in Spain 
wen: tfi he permitted to renide in Castile, Arragon, 
or VnJeiiria. As to HoHbdil el Chico, he was to do 
homage as vansal tfi king Ferdinand, but no charge 
was Ut he urged against him of having violated his 
frirmer pledge. If he sliould yield up all pretensions 
lo (ininad;!, the. title of duke of (iiiadix was to bo 
iiHsigticd to him, and the territory thereto annexed, 
prffvidrd it nliould he recovered from h]\ Zagal with- 
in HJX nifMltllM. 
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The capitulation being arranged, they gave as 
hostages the alcayde of the city, and the principal 
<MficerB, together with the sons of their late chieftain, 
die veteran Ali Atar. The warriors of Loxa then 
issued forth, humbled and dejected at having to sur- 
render those walls which they had so long maintained 
nfith valor and renown; and the women and children 
filled the air with lamentations, at beii^ exiled from 
their native homes. 

Last came forth Boabdil, most truly called EI 
Zogoybi, the unlucky. Accustomed, as he was, to 
be crowned and uncrowned, to be ransomed and 
treated as a matter of bargain, he had acceded of 
course to the capitulation. He was enfeebled by 
his wounds, and had an air of dejection; yet it is 
said, his conscience acquitted him of a breach of 
faith towards the Castilian sovereigns, and the per- 
sonal valor he had displayed had caused a sympathy 
for him among many of the christian cavaliers. He 
knelt to Ferdinand according to the forms of vas- 
salage, and then departed, in melancholy mood, for 
Pri^o, a town about three leagues distant 

Ferdinand immediately ordered Loxa to be re- 
paired, and strongly garrisoned. He was greatly 
elated at the capture of this place, in consequence 
of his former defeat before its walls. He passed 
great encomiums upon the commanders who had dis- 
tinguished themselves; and historians dwell particu- 
larly upon his visit to the tent of the English earl. 
His majesty consoled him for the loss of his teeth, by 
the consideration that he might otherwise have lost 
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them by natural decay; whereas the lack of them 
would now be esteemed a beauty, rather tiian a ^ 
feet, serving as a trophy of the glorious cause in 
which he had been engaged. 

The eari replied, that he gave thanks to God and 
to the holy virgin, for being thus honored by a visit 
from the most potent king in Christendom; that he 
accepted with all gratitude his gracious consolation 
for the loss of his teeth, thou^ he held it little to 
lose two teeth in the service of God, who had given 
him all: — ^*' A speech,^^ says Fray Antonio Agapida, 
^^full of most courtly wit and christian piety; and 
one only marvels that it should have been made by 
a native of an island so far distant from Castile.'^ 
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CHAPTER XLI. 

Capture of lUara. 

Kino Ferdinand followed up his victory at Loxa, 
by laying siege to the strong town of Illora. This 
redoubtable fortress was perched upon a high rock, 
in the midst of a spacious valley. It was within four 
leagues of the Moorish capital; and its lofty castle, 
keeping vigilant watch over a vidde circuit of coun- 
try, was termed the right eye of Granada. 

The alcayde of Illora was one of the bravest of the 
Moorish commanders, and made every preparation 
to defend his fortress to the last extremity. He sent 
the women and children, the aged and infirm, to the 
metropolis. He placed barricades in the suburbs, 
opened doors of communication from house to house, 
and pierced their walls with loop-holes for the dis- 
charge of cross-bows, arquebusses, and other missiles. 

King Ferdinand arrived before the. place, with all 
bis forces; he stationed himself upon the hill of 
Encinilla, and distributed the other encampments in 
various situations, so as to invest the fortress. Know- 
ing the valiant character of the alcayde, and the 
desperate courage of the Moors, he ordered the en- 
campments to be fortified with trenches and pallisa 
does, the guards to be doubled, and sentinels to be 
placed in all the watch-towers of the adjacent heights. 

When all was ready, the duke del Infantado de- 
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manded the attack ; it wa0 his Ant campaign, and 
be was anxious to disprove the royal insinuation 
made against the hardihood of his embroidered cbir- 
alry. King Ferdinand granted bis demand, with a 
becoming compliment to his spirit; be ordered the 
count de Cabra to make a simultaneous attack upon 
a different quarter. Both chiefs led forth their 
troops ; — those of the duke in fresh and brilliant 
armor, richly ornamented, and as yet uninjured by 
the service of the field ; those of the count were 
weatherbeaten veterans, whose armor was dented 
and hacked in many a hard-fought battle. The 
youthful duke blushed at the contrast ^ Cavaliers,^* 
cried he, ^ we have been reproached with the finery 
of our array : let us prove that a trenchant blade 
may rest in a gilded sheath. Forward ! to the foe I 
and I trust in God, that as we enter this affray 
knights well accoutred, so we shall leave it cava- 
liers well proved.^^ His men responded by eager 
acclamations, and the duke led them forward to the 
assault He advanced under a tremendous shower 
of stones, darts, balls, and arrows ; but nothing could 
check his career ; he entered the suburb sword in 
hand; his men fought furiously, though with great 
loss, for every dwelling had been turned into a for- 
tress. After a severe conflict, they succeeded in 
driving the Moors into the town, about the same 
time that the other suburb was carried by the count 
de Cabra and his veterans. The troops of the duke 
del Infantado came out of the contest thinned in 
number, and covered with blood, and dust, and 
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v^ounds: they received the highest encomiums of 
the king, and there was never afterwards any sneer 
at their embroidery. 

The suburbs being taken, three batteries, each 
furnished with eight huge lombards, were opened 
upon the fortress. The damage and havoc were 
tremendous, for the fortifications had not been con- 
structed to withstand such engines. The towers 
^ere overthrown, the walls battered to pieces ; the 
interior of the place was all exposed, houses demol- 
ished, and many people slain. The Moors. were ter- 
rified by the tumbling ruins, and the tremendous din. 
The alcayde had resolved to defend the place until 
the last extremity; he beheld it a heap of rubbish; 
there was no prospect of aid from Granada ; his peo- 
ple had lost all spirit to fight, and were vociferous 
for a surrender ; with a reluctant heart, he capitulat- 
ed. The inhabitants were permitted to depart with 
all their effects, excepting their arms ; and. were es- 
corted in safety by the duke del Infantado and the 
count de Cabra, to the bridge of Pinos, within two 
leagues of Granada. 

King Ferdinand gave directions to repair the for- 
tifications of Illora, and to place it in a strong state 
of defence. He left, as alcayde of the town and 
fortress, Gonsalvo de Cordova, younger brother of 
Don Alonzo de Aguilar. This gallant cavalier was 
captain of the royal guards of Ferdinand and Isa- 
bella, and gave already proofs of that prowess which 
afterwards rendered him so renowned. 
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them. It was headed by that accomplished cavalier 
the marques duke de Cadiz, accompanied by the 
adelantado of Andalusia. He had left the camp the 
day after the capture of Illora, and advanced thus 
far to receive the queen and escort her over the 
borders. The queen received the marques with dis> 
tinguished honor; for he was esteemed the>mirror of 
chivalry. His actions in this war had become the 
theme of every tongue, and many hesitated not to 
compare him in prowess to the immortal Cid.* 

Thus gallantly attended, the queen entered the 
vanquished frontier of Granada ; journeying securely 
along the pleasant banks of the Xenel, so lately sub- 
ject to the scourings of the Moors. She stopped at 
Loxa, where she administered aid and consolation 
to the wounded, distributing money among them for 
their support, according to their rank. 

The king, after the capture of Illora, had removed 
his camp before the fortress of Moclin, with an in- 
tention of besieging it. Thither the queen proceed- 
ed, still escorted through the mountain roads by ihe 
marques of Cadiz. As Isabella drew near to the 
camp, the duke del Infantado issued forth a league 
and a half to receive her, magnificently arrayed, and 
followed by all his chivalry in glorious attire. With 
him came the standard of Seville, borne by the men- 
at-arms of that renowned city ; and the Pri6r of St 
Juan, with his followers. They arrayed themselves 

* Cura de los Palftcios. 
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ill order of battle, on the left of the road by which 
the queen was to pa.Hs. 

The worthy Agapida is loyally ipinute, in his de- 
scription of the state and grandeur of the Catholic 
sovereigns. The queen rode a chestnut mule, seated 
in a magnificent saddle-chair decorated with sihver 
gilt. The housings of the mule were of fine crimson 
cloth ; the borders embroidered with gold ; the reins 
and head-piece were of satin, curiously embossed 
with needlework of silk, and wrought with golden 
letters. The queen wore a brial or regal skirt of 
velvet, under which were others of brocade ; a scar- 
let mantle, ornamented in the Moresco fashion ; and 
a black hat, embroidered round the crown and brim. 

The Infanta was likewise mounted on a chestnut 
mule, richly caparisoned : she wore a brial or skirt 
of black brocade, and a black mantle ornamented 
like that of the queen. 

When the royal cavalcade passed by the chivalry 
of the duke del Infantado, which was drawn out in 
battle array, the queen made a reverence to the 
standard of Seville, and ordered it to pass to the 
right hand. When she approached the camp, the 
multitude ran forth to meet her, with great demon 
strations of joy; for she was universally beloved by 
her subjects. All the hattalioiis sallied forth in mili- 
tary array, bearing the various standards and banners 
of the camp, which were lowered in salutation as 
hlie passed. 

The king now came forth in royal stale, mounted on 
a superb chestnut horse, and attended by many gran- 
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dees of Castile. He wore a jubon or close vest of 
crimson cloth, with cuisses or short skirts of yellow 
satin, a loose cassock of brocade, a rich Moorish 
scimitar, and a hat with plumes. The grandees who 
attended him were arrayed with wonderful magnifi- 
cence, each according to his taste and invention. 

These high and mighty princes (says Antonio 
Agapida) regarded each other with great deference, 
as allied sovereigns, rather than with connubial fa- 
miliarity as mere husband and wife. When they ap- 
proached each other, therefore, before embracing, 
they made three profound reverences; the queen 
taking off her hat, and remaining in a silk net or 
cawl, with her face uncovered. The king then ap- 
proached and embraced her, and kissed her respect- 
fully on the cheek. He also embraced his daughter 
the princess ; and, making the sign of the cross, he 
blessed her, and kissed her on the lips.* 

The good Agapida seems scarcely to have been 
more struck with the appearance of the sovereigns, 
than with that of the English earl. He followed 
(says he) immediately after the king, with great 
pomp, and, in an extraordinary manner, taking pre- 
cedence of all the rest. He was mounted "a la 
guisa^'''* or with long stirrups, on a. superb chestnut 
horse, with trappings of azure silk which reached to 
the ground. The housings were of mulberry, pow- 
dered with stars of gold. He was armed in proof, 
and wore over his armor a short French mantle of 
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black bmcadc; he had a white French hat with 
plumci, and carried on liis left arm a small round 
buckler, banded with gold. Five pagcfl attended him, 
apparelled in silk and brocade, and mounted on 
horses sumptuously caparifloncd ; he had also a train 
of followers, bravely attired after the fashion of hi:) 
country. 

lie advanced in a chivalrous and courteous man- 
ner, making his reverences first to the queen and In- 
fanta, and afterwards to the king. Queen Isabella re- 
ceded him graciously, complimenting him on his cour- 
ageous conduct at Loxa, and condoling with him on 
the loss of his teeth. The carl, however, made light 
of his disfiguring wound; saying, that ^our blessed 
Lord, who had built all that house, had opened a 
window there, that he might see more readily what 
passed within :" * whereupon the worthy Fray An- 
tonio Agapida is more tlmn ever astonished at the 
pregnant wit of this island cavalier. The earl contin- 
ued some little distance by the side of the royal fam- 
ily, complimenting them all with courteous speechea, 
his horse curveting and caracoling, but being man- 
aged with great grace and dexterity; leaving the 
grandees and the people at large, not more filled with 
admiration at the strangeness and magnificence of his 
state, than at the excellence of his horsemanship.! 

To testify her sense of the gallantry and services 
of this noble Knglish knight, who had come from so 
far to assist in their wars, the queen sent him the 
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next day presents of twelve horses, with stately 
tents, fine linen, two beds with coverings of gold 
brocade, and many other articles of great value. 

Having refreshed himself, as it were, with the de- 
scription of this progress of queen Isabella to the 
camp, and the glorious pomp of the Catholic sove- 
reigns, the worthy Antonio Agapida returns with re- 
newed relish to his pious work of discomfiting the 
Moors. 

The description of this royal pageant, and the par- 
ticulars concerning the English earl, thus given from 
the manuscript of Fray Antonio Agapida, agree pre- 
cisely with the chronicle of Andres Bernaldes^ the 
curate of los Palacios. The English earl makes no 
further figure in this war. It appears from various 
histories, that he returned in the course of the year 
to England. In the following year, his passion for 
fighting took him to the continent at the head of four 
hundred adventurers, in aid of Francis duke of 
Brittany, against Louis XI. of France. He was 
killed in the same year [1488] in the battle of S*^ 
Alban's, between the Bretons and the French. 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 

tlow King Ferdinand attacked Jlfor/m, and of the strange 
events thai attended its capture* 

•* The Catholic sovercigiiR,'' says Frnjr Antonio 
Agapida, ^* liad by tlii» time rloscly clipped tlic right 
wing of the Moorish vulture." In other wordu, mo!it 
of tlic strong fortresses along the western frontier of 
Granada had fallen beneath the christian artillery. 
The army now lay encamped before the town of 
Moclin, on the frontier of Jaen, one of the most 
stubborn fortresses of the bonier. It stood on a 
high rocky hill, the base of which was nearly girdled 
by a river : a thick forest protected the back part 
of the town, towards the mountain. Thus strongly 
situated, it domineered, with its frowning battlemcntH 
and massive towers, all the mountain paHses into 
that part of the country, and was called " the shield 
of Granada." It had a double arrear of blood to 
settle with the christians; two hundred years before, 
a Master of Santiago and all his cavaliers had been 
lanced by the Moors before its gates. It had recently 
made terrible slaughter among the troops of the good 
count dc Cal)ra, in his precipitate attempt to entrap 
the old Moorish monarch. The pride of Ferdinand 
had been piqued by being oMiged on that occasion 
to recede from his plan, and abandon his concerted 
attack on the place; he was now [)rrpared to take a 
full revenge. 
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El Zagal, the old warrior king of GraDada, antici- 
pating a second attempt, had provided the place 
with ample ammunitions and provisions ; had ordered 
trenches to be di^ed, and additional bulwarks thrown 
up ; and caused all the old men, the women, and the 
children, to be removed to the capital. 

Such was the strength of the fortress, and the 
difficulties of its position, that Ferdinand anticipated 
much trouble in reducing it, and made every prepara- 
tion for a regular siege. In the centre of his camp 
were two great mounds, one of sacks of flour, the 
other of grain, which were called the royal granary. 
Three batteries of heavy ordnance were opened 
against the citadel and principal towers, while small- 
er artillery, engines for the dischai^e of missiles, ar- 
quebusses and cross-bows, were distributed in various 
places, to keep up a fire into any breaches that might 
be made, and upon those of the garrison who should 
appear on the battlements. 

The lom bards soon made an impression on the 
works, demolishing a part of the wall, and tumbling 
down several of those haughty towers, which from 
their height had been impregnable before the inven- 
tion of gunpowder. The Moors repaired their walls 
as well as they were able, and, still confiding in the 
strength of their situation, kept up a resolute defence, 
firing down from their lofty battlements and towers 
upon the christian camp. For two nights and a day 
an incessant fire was kept up, so that there was not 
a moment in which the roaring of ordnance was not 
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heard, or Bome damage sustained by the christians or 
the Moors. It was a conflict, however, more of 
engineers and artillerists than of gallant cavaliers; 
there was no sally of troops, or shock of armed men, 
or rush and charge of cavalry. The knights stood 
looking on with idle weapons, waiting until they 
should have an opportunity of signalizing their prow- 
ess by scaling the walls, or storming the breaches. 
As the place, however, was assailable only in one 
part, there was every prospect of a long and obsti- 
nate resistance. 

The engineers, as usual, discharged not merely 
balls of stone and iron, to demolish the walls, but 
flaming balls of inextinguishable combustibles, de- 
signed to set fire to the houses. One of these, which 
passed high through the air like a meteor, sending 
out sparks and crackling as it went, entered the win- 
dow of a tower which was used as a magazine of 
gunpowder. The tower blew up, with a tremendous 
explosion; the Moors who were upon its battlements 
were hurled into the air, and fell mangled in various 
parts of the town ; and the houses in its vicinity 
were rent and overthrown as with an earthquake. 

The Moors, who had never witnessed an explosion 
of the kind, ascribed the destruction of the tower to a 
miracle. Some who had seen the descent of the flam- 
ing ball, imagined that fire had fallen from heaven to 
punish them for their pertinacity. The pious Agap- 
ida, himself, believes that this fiery missive was con- 
ducted by divine agency to confound the infidels; an 
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opiaion ia which he is supported by other Catholic 
historians/ 

Seeing heaven and earth as it were combined 
against them, the Moors lost all heart: they capit- 
ulated, and were permitted to depart with their 
effects, leaving behind all arms and munitions of war. 

The Catholic army (says Antonio Agapida) entered 
Moclin in solemn state, not as a licentious host, in- 
tent upon plunder and desolation, but as a band of 
christian warriors, coming to purify and regenerate 
the land. The standard of the cross, that ensign of 
this holy crusade, was borne in the advance, followed 
by the other banners of. the army. Then came the 
king and queen, at the heatd of a vast number of 
armed cavaliers. They were accompanied by a 
band of priests and friars, with the choir of the royal 
chapel, chanting the canticle ^^ Te deum laudanrnsy 
As they were moving through the streets in this sol- 
emn manner, every sound hushed excepting the an- 
them of the choir, they suddenly heard, issuing as it 
were from under ground, a chorus of voices chant- 
ing the solemn response, ^ Benedictum qui venit in 
nomine domini.^'*^ The procession paused in wonder. 
The sounds arose from christian captives, and among 
them several priests, who were confined in subterra- 
neous dungeons. 

The heart of Isabella was greatly touched. She 

*Pulgax. Garibay. Lucio Maiino Siculo, Cosas Memoral. de 
Hispan lib. 20. 

i Marino Siculo. 
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ordered the captives to be drawn forth from their 
cells, and was still more moved at beholding, by their 
wan, ducolored, and emaciated appearance, how 
much they had suffered. Their hair and beaYds 
were overgrown and shagged ; they were wasted by 
hunger, half naked, and in chains. She ordered that 
they should be clothed and cherished, and money 
furnished them to bear them to their homes.* 

Several of the captives were brave cavaliers, who 
had been wounded and made prisoners, in the defeat 
of the count de Cabra by El Zagal, in the preceding 
year. There were also found other melancholy 
traces of that disastrous affair. On visiting the narrow 
pass where the defeat had taken place, the remains 
of several christian warriors were found in thickets, 
or hidden behind rocks, or in the clefts of the moun- 
tains. These were some who had been struck from 
their horses, and wounded too severely to fly. They 
had crawled away from the scene of action, and 
concealed themselves to avoid falling into the hands 
of the enemy, and had thus perished miserably and 
alone. The remains of those of note were known 
by their armor and devices, and were mourned over 
by their companions who had shared the disasters 
of that day.t 

The queen had these remains piously collected, 
as the relics of so many martyrs who had fallen in 
the cause of the faith. They were interred with 



♦ Illo«caii, IIiMt. Ponlif. lib. 6. c. 20. H. 
t Pu]gar, part ']. cap. 01. 
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great solemnity in the mosques of Moclin, which had 
been purified and consecrated to christian worship. 
" There," says Antonio Agapida, " rest the bones of 
those truly Catholic knights, in the holy ground 
which in a manner had been sanctified by their blood; 
and all pilgrims passing through those mountains offer 
up prayers and masses for the repose of their souls." 
The queen remained for some time at Moclin, 
administering comfort to the wounded and the pris- 
oners, bringing the newly acquired territory into 
order, and founding churches and monasteries and 
other pious institutions. " While the king marched 
in front, laying waste the land of the Philistines," 
says the figurative Antonio Agapida, *^ queen Isabella 
followed his traces as the binder follows the reaper, 
gathering and garnering the rich harvest that has 
fallen beneath his sickle. In this she was greatly 
assisted by the counsels of that cloud of bishops, 
friars, and other saintly men, which continually sur- 
rounded her, garnering the first fruits of this infidel 
land into the granaries of the church." Leaving her 
thus piously employed, the king pursued his career 
of conquest, determined to lay waste the vega, and 
carry fire, and sword to the very gates of Granada. 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 

How King Ferdinand foraged the Vega ; and of ths 
battle of the Bridge of Pinos, and thefaie of the two 
Moorish brothere, 

MuLKY Ardalla bl Zaoal had been under a 
spell of ill fortune, ever Hince the suspiciouB deatli 
of the old king hit brother. Success had deserted 
hJH Htamiard; and, witli his fickle subjects, want of 
success was one of tlie greatest crimes in a sovereign, 
lie found his popularity declining, and he lost all con- 
fidence in his people. The christian army marched 
in open defiance through his territories, and sat down 
deliberotely before his fortresses; yet he dared not 
lead forth his legions to oppose them, lest the inhab- 
ilantH of the Albaycin, ever ripe for a revolt, should 
rise and shut the gales of (Jranada against his return. 

Kvery few days, some melancholy train entered 
the metropolis, the inhabitants of some captured 
town, bearing the few effects tliat had been spared 
them, and weeping and bewailing the desolation of 
their bomcH. When the tidings arrived that fllora 
and Mociin had faih^n, the people were seized witli 
cohHternation. ** 'i'be right eye of (iranada is extin- 
giithbed/^ exclaimed they; ^^ the shield of (iranada is 
broken: what Hball prot(M:t uh from the inroad of the 
foe?" When the HurvivorH of the garriHonH of those 
towuti arrived, with downeast looks, bearing the 
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^rk^ of httUlo, niul ilostituto of anm nmi slamlrtnln, 
>> populttco rovilotl (horn in tlirir wrath; hut thoy 
l^sworotK ** wo (o\i^\\\ nn Ioiir h8 wr had fon^r fo 
kght, or wnllft to nholtoriiM; hut tho rhnRtiiuis luid 
mr lown8 niul lmtilomrnt?t in niinn, and wr l<K>ko<l 
ti vain for aid tn>m (ininadn/' 

Tho aloaydo« of lllora and Moolin woro hn>thoni; 
:ioy W01V rthko in pix>wow, and tho l>ravr»t anuin^ 
ic Moorish ohovaliorn. 'I'hoy had boon tho nioM 
isting\iishod in all tiltn and tonrnoyn whioh |j;raood 
lie happier day^ of (ininada, and had diMin^nii«liod 
licm«clvo8 in tho ^tomor rondiotn of tho liold. Ac- 
Ifimaiion had alwayi^ foUowod thoir lMuu)on«, and 
lioy had long boon tho doli^hl of tho pooplo. Yot 
low, when thoy roturnoil after the oapturt* of thoir 
i>rtreM08, thoy won* followed hy tho unMoady popu- 
ace with exooration?. The hearts of tho aloaydoa 
welled with indignation; thoy found the ingratitude 
>f their countrymen still more intolerable than the 
loetility of the chriBtians. 

Tidings came, that the enemy was advancing with 
[lis triumphant legions to lay waste the country about 
Granada. Still Kl Zagal did not dare to take the 
field. The two alcaydes of lllora and Moclin stood 
before him: "We have defended your fortresses,'' 
said they, "until \vc wen* almost buried under thoir 
ruins, and for our rewanl we receive scollhigs and 
revilings; give us, oh king, an opportunity whore 
kniglitly valor may signalize itself, not shut up behind 
•tone walls, but in the open conflict of the field. 
The enemy approaches to lay our country desolate: 
Vot. I. Cc 
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give US men to meet him in (he advance, and let 
shame light upon our heads if we be found wanting 
in the battle !'' 

The two brothers were sent forth, with a lai^ 
force of honie and foot ; El Zagal intended, should 
ihcy be successful, to issue forth with his whole 
force, and by a decisive victory, repair the losses he 
had suiTercd. When the people saw the well-known 
standards of the brothers going forth to battle, there 
was a frcble shout; but the alcaydes passed on with 
stern countenances, for they knew the same voices 
would curse them were they to return unfortunate. 
They cast a farewell look upon fair Granada, and 
upon the beautiful fields of their infancy, as if for 
these they were willing to lay down their lives, but 
not for an ungrateful people. 

The army of Ferdinand had arrived within two 
leagues of Granada, at the Bridge of Pinos, a pass 
famous in the wars of the Moors and christians for 
many a bloody conflict. It was the pass by which 
the Castilian monarchs generally made their inroads, 
and was capable of great defence, from the rugged- 
ness of the country and the difficulty of the bridge. 
The king, with the main body of the army, had at 
tained the brow of a hill, whtn they beheld the ad- 
vance guard, under the marques of Cadiz and the 
Master of Santiago, furiously attacked by the enemy, 
n the vicinity of the bridge. The Moors rushed to 
the assault with their usual shouts, but with more 
than usual ferocity. There was a hard struggle at 
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the bridge; both parties knew the iinportaAce of 
that pass. 

The king particularly noted the ^ prowess of two 
Moorish cavaliers, alike in arms and devices, and 
whom by their bearing and attendance he perceived 
to be commanders of the enemy. They were the 
two brothers, the alcaydes of lUora and Moclin. 
Wherever they turned, they carried confusion and 
death into the ranks of the christians; but they 
fought with desperation, rather than valor. The 
count de Cahra, and his brother Don Martin de Cor- 
dova, pressed forward with eagerness against them; 
but having advanced too precipitately, were sur- 
rounded by the foe, and in imminent danger. A 
young christian knight, seeing their peril, hastened 
with his followers to their relief. The king recog- 
nised him for Don Juan de Arragon, count of Ribar- 
goza, his own nephew ; for he was illegitimate son 
of the duke of Villahermosa, illegitimate brother of 
king Ferdinand. The splendid armor of Don Juan, 
and the sumptuous caparison of his steed, rendered 
him a brilliant object of attack. He was assailed on 
all sides, and his superb steed slain under him ; yet 
still he fought valiantly, bearing for a time the brunt 
of the fight, and giving the exhausted forces of the 
count de Cabra time to recover breath. 

Seeing the peril of these troops and the general 
obstinacy of the fight, the king ordered the royal 
standard to be advanced, and hastened, with all his 
forces, to the relief of the count de Cabra. At his 
approach, the enemy gave way, and retreated to- 
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wards the bridge* The two Moorish commaoden 
endeavored to rally their troops, and animate them 
to defend this pass to the utmost: they used prayers, 
remonstrances, menaces — but almost in vain. They 
could only collect a scanty handful of cavaliers; with 
these they planted themselves at the head of the 
bridge, and disputed it inch by inch. The fight was 
hot and obstinate, for but few could contend hand to 
hand, yet many dischaiiged cross-bows and arque- 
busses from the banks. The river was covered with 
the floating bodies of the slain. The Moorish band 
of cavaliers was almost entirely cut to pieces; the 
two brothers fell, covered with wounds, upon the 
bridge they had so resolutely defended. They had 
given up the battle for lost, but had determined not 
to return alive to ungrateful Granada. 

When the people of the capital heard how de- 
votedly they had fallen, they lamented greatly their 
deaths, and extolled their memory: a column was 
erected to their honor in the vicinity of the bridge, 
which long went by the name of " the Tomb of the 
Brothers." 

The army of Ferdinand now marched on, and 
established its camp in the vicinity of Granada. The 
worthy Agapida gives many triumphant details of the 
ravages committed in the vcga, which was again laid 
waste ; the grain, fruits, and other productions of the 
earth, destroyed — and that earthly paradise render- 
ed a dreary desert. He narrates several fierce but 
inefTectual sallies and skirmishes of the Moors, in 
defence of their favorite plain; among which, one 
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deserves to be mentioned, as it records the achieve- 
ments of one of the saintly heroes of this v^ar. 

During one of the movements of the christian 
army, near the v^alls of Granada, a battalion of fifteen 
hundred cavalry, and a large force of foot, had sallied 
from the city, and posted themselves near some gar- 
dens, which were surrounded by a canal, and travers- 
ed by ditches, for the purpose of irrigation. 

The Moors beheld the duke del Infantado pass by, 
with his two splendid battalions ; one of men-at-arms, 
the other of light cavalry, armed a la gineta. In com- 
pany with him, but following as a rearward, was 
Don Garcia Osorio, the belligerent bishop of Jaen, 
attended by Francisco Bovadillo, the corregidor of 
his city, and followed by two squadrons of men-at- 
arms, from Jaen, Anduxar, Ubeda, and Baeza.* The 
success of last yearns campaign had given the good 
bishop an inclination for warlike affairs, and he had 
once more buckled on his cuirass. 

The Moors were much given to stratagem in war- 
fare. They looked wistfully at the magnificent 
squadrons of the duke del Infantado; but their mar- 
tial discipline precluded all attack : the good bishop 
promised to be a more easy prey. Suffering the 
duke and his troops to pass unmolested, they ap- 
proached the squadrons of the bishop, and, making a 
pretended attack, skirmished slightly, and fled in ap- 
parent confusion. The bishop considered the day 
his own, and, seconded by his corregidor Bovadillo 
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* Pulgar, part 3, cap. 62. 
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followed with valorous precipitation. The Moon 
fled into the Ihurta del Rey^ or orchard of the king; 
the troops of the bishop followed hotlj after them. 

When the Moors perceived their pursuers fairljr 
embarrassed among the intricacies of the garden, they 
turned fiercely upon them, while some of their num- 
ber threw open the sluices of the Xenel. In an in- 
stant, the canal which encircled and the ditches 
which traversed the garden, were filled with water, 
and the valiant bishop and his followers found them- 
selves overwhelmed by a deluge.* A scene of great 
confusion succeeded. Some of the men of Jaen, 
stoutest of heart and hand, fought with the Moors in 
the garden, while others struggled with the water, 
endeavoring to escape across the canal, in which at- 
tempt many horses were drowned. 

Fortunately, the duke del Infantado perceived the 
snaro into which his companions had fallen, and dis- 
pa(( IhhI IiIh light cavalry to their assistance. The 
Moors were compelled to flight, and driven along the 
road of Klvira up to the gates of Granada.* Several 
christian cavaliers perished in this affray ; the bishop 
himself escaped with difficulty, having slipped from 
his saddle in crossing the canal, but saving himself 
by holding on to the tail of his charger. This peril- 
ous achievement seems to have satisfied the good 
bishop''s belligerent propensities^ He retired on his 
laurels, (says Agapida,) to his city of Jaen; where, 
in (he fruition of all good things, he gradually waxed 

♦♦ Pulgar. 
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too corpulent for his corselet, which was hung up in 
the hall of his episcopal palace ; and we hear no 
more of his military deeds, throughout the residue 
of the holy war of Granada.* 

King Ferdinand, having completed his ravage of 
the v^a, and kept El Zagal shut up in his capital, 
conducted his army hack through the pass of Lope 
to rejoin queen Isabella at Moclin. The fortresses 
lately taken being well garrisoned and supplied, he 
gave the command of the frontier to his cousin, Don 
Fadrique de Toledo, afterwards so famous in the 
Netherlands as the duke of Alva. The campaign 
being thus completely crowned with success, the 
sovereigns returned in triumph to the city of Cordova. 

* ** Don Luis Osorio fite obiBpo de Jaen desde el ano de 1483, y 
presidio in esta Igleoa hmsta el de 1496 in que morio en Flandes, 
a donde fue acompanando a la princesa Dona Juana. esposa del 
archiduqae Don Felipe." — Etpana Sagrada^ por Fi M. Riflco, 
torn. 41, trat 77, cap. 4. 
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CHAPTER XLV. 

AUempi of El Zagal upon the lift of BoabdU, tmd hm 
the laiier was nmstd to action. 

No sooner did the last squadron of christian cav* 
airy disappear behind the mountain of Elvira, and 
the note of its trumpets die awaj upon the ear, than 
the long-suppressed wrath of old Muley El Zagal 
buntt forth. He determined no longer to be half a 
king, reigning over a divided kingdom, in a divided 
capital ; but to exterminate, by any means, fair or 
foul, his nephewr Uoabdil and his faction. He turned 
furiounly upon those wrhose factious conduct had de- 
terred him from sallying upon the foe ; some he pun- 
ished by conliscntionH, others by banishment, others 
by (lealb. Once undisputed monarch of the entire 
kin^'dom, he truMtcd to his military skill to retrieve his 
fortunes, and drive the christians over the frontier. 

Hoabdil, however, had again retired to Velez el 
Blanco, on the confmes of Murcia, where he could 
avail hiuisclf, in case of emergency, of any assistance 
or protection aObrded him by the policy of Ferdi- 
nand. His defeat had blighted his reviving fortunes, 
for (he people considered him as inevitably doomed 
(o nn.sfortune. Still, while he lived, Kl Zagal knew 
be would be a rallying point for faction, and liable 
at any moment to be elevated into power by the 
capricious multitude. He had recourse therefore to 
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the most perfidioos memns, to compass his 
He sent embassadors to him, representiDg the neccs- 
sitT of concord for the sahration of the Idnedom, and 
ereii oflering to res^ the title of kiog, and to be- 
come sobject to his sway, on recaving some estate 
on which he coald live in tranquil retirement Bo 
while the embassadors bore these words of peace, 
they were Aunished with poisoned herbs, which 
thcT were to administer secredT to Boabdil: and if 
thej &iled in ttiis attempt, ther had pledged them- 
selTes to di^tch him openlr, while engaged in con- 
Tersation. Thej were instated to this treason bj 
promises of great reward, and bj assurances from 
the al&qois that Boabdil was an apostate, whose 
death would be acceptable to Hearen. 

The young monarch was secretly appiized of the 
concerted treason, and refused an awiience to the 
embassadors. He denounced his uncle as the mur- 
derer of his fiither and his kindred, and the usurper 
of his throne; and Towed nerer to rdent in hostility 
to him, until he should place his head on the walls 
of the Alhambra. 

Open war again broke out between the two mon- 
arcbs, diough feebly carried on, in consequence of 
thdr mutual embanassments. Ferdinand again ex- 
tended his assistance to Boabdil, ordering the com- 
manders of his fortresses to aid him in all enterprises 
against his uncle, and against such places as refosed 
to acknowledge him as king ; and Don Juan de Bon 
aTides, who commanded in Lorca,eTen made 
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in hit name^ into the territorinfi of Almeria, Bazi, 
and Guadix, which owned allegiance to El Zagal. 

The unfortunate Boabdil had three great evih to 
contend with — the inconstancy of his subjects, the 
hostility of his uncle, and the friendship of Ferdi- 
nand. The last was by fiir the most baneful: his 
fortunes withered under it He was looked upon as 
the enemy of his fiuth and of his country. The cities 
shut their gates against him ; the people cursed him ; 
even the scanty band of cavaliers, who had hitherto 
followed his ill-starred banner, began to desert him ; 
for he had not wherewithal to reward, or even to 
support them. His spirits sunk with his fortune, and 
he feared that in a little time he should not have a 
spot of earth whereon to plant his standard, nor an 
adherent to rally under it. 

In the midst of his despondency, he received a 
message from his lion-hearted mother, the sultana 
Ayxa la Horra. " For shame," said bhe, " to linger 
timorously about the borders of your kingdom, when 
a usurper is seated in your capital. Why look abroad 
for perfidious aid, when you have loyal hearts beat- 
ing true to you in Granada? The Albaycin is ready 
to throw open its gates to receive you. Strike home 
vigorously — a sudden blow may mend all, or make 
an end. A throne or a grave I — for a king, there is 
no honorable medium." 

Boabdil was of an undecided character, but there 
are circumstances which bring the most wavering to 
a decision, and when once resolved they are apt to 



THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA. 31 1 

act with a daring impulse, unknown to steadier judg- 
ments. The message of the sultana roused him from 
a dream. Granada, beautiful Granada, with its state- 
ly Alhambra, its delicious gardens, its gushing and 
limpid fountains sparkling among groves of orange, 
citron, and myrtle, rose before him. " What have 1 
done," exclaimed he, ^^that I should be an exile 
from this paradise of my forefathers — a wanderer 
and fugitive in my own kingdom, while a murderous 
usurper sits proudly upon my throne ? Surely Allah 
will befriend the righteous cause; one blow, and all 
may be my own." 

He summoned his scanty band of cavaliers. " Who 
is ready to follow his monarch unto the death ?" said 
he : and every one laid his hand upon his scimitar. 
^^ Enough !" said he ; ^^let each man arm himself and 
prepare his steed in secret, for an enterprise of toil 
and peril: if we succeed, our reward is empire." 
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